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THANK Y0U FOR SHARING YOUR MEMORIES
FOR OUR 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

We. thank you each and evenry one

on what you had to say.
You've a.a’a/ecé *éo oun %appéne/m ‘

_ tn a veny A[Je,cz'_cd way.
The memoniea of t{ze /zap.py times you've shaned

N widl give ua pleasune;
lhey b/u'_ng, you back to ua again

in memonies we treasune.

A WEDDING WITHOUT GUESTS
(Decemben 27, 1941)

Liaten, oun ctildnren, and you ahall now hean of the atnrange nomance
?{ our panents dean.
"Twan in the aummen of nineteen hundred and thinty-{ive that their
aweet love atony finat came alive.
In paychology class be finat aaw hen aweet amile, but to find out hen
name would tabe him a while.
Leo lintened intently ar abe anawened roll call,
But hia pals bet him loudly he'd not nate at all.
Tom, Wayne, and Guy then conjured up a bet
That a date with "Mias Av e./zy” he never weuld get.
flen landlady gnew anneculi_ng,[[% tined of anawening the phone,
2

Fon it took aeven ca ene he could find hen at home.

‘Twan the twenty-aeventh of June, a moat special date;
They'd meet aften class to decide on hia fate.
"I'm Mn. Gniffing,” he acid, ar he fell into atep;
Weith /zapr Aunrpnrise hern tenden heant leapt.
It happened on Friday, and ahe'd be leaving for home,
_ a0 they settled on Tueaday in the dank of the moon.
They went to a movie, be he left h{ fé%/:ta on;
W Zﬁ att

hen the movie wasr oven, t ery was down.



lwo mone. dates came quickly, then came to an end——--
Who came into town but leo’s old gtnd friend!!!
e gave no explanation, not even a amile,

"Twan only a weeb, but it scemed quite a while.....

When Juanita went home, the nomance could rnesume.,
N a/eéng up wasr quite aweet bg the eclipae of the moon.
There war no time for atudy, Lon they met EVERY ni £
_ Cthel's A-grades dived aéep[y untid quite out o/gfégﬁt.
Fon to Alice, /Ie/uwomma'ée., ahe'd made a ,([_/zm pact,
She'd anag a new boy {riend, now (t might be a fact!
One who would p/eone. hen long diatance on the home anty Line,
Impreas all the neighbona, oh, that would be finel!l!l!
Soon they tnaded thein pictures, an they bid fond farewell;
_ lhene'd be phone calls and lettens, oun Ethel could tell. ..
lhene wene oft una/agz viaita, 1ixty milen t/mou(gfc the mud;
But hia fat/zen wanr (L, he came oft ar he could.

So the courtahip continued fon yean aften yean;
fle moved to hen county and thus could be nean.
But she went of{ to college and then to the City;
She was hand to pin down, it was /zea[[y a pity.
She wan detenmined fon a c/eglzee, then to pay off the debt;
[hese ambitions were finm, hen mind wan quite set.
But leo ensinted, he hnew what he wanted;
@i_tﬁ hen amile and hen apinit, he seemed to be haunted.

Finally in the autumn of the yean 'Font‘g—l’)ne,
S Hen Extenaion '56 enc[yea/, hen dream seemed undone!
But she treked off to Chicago to seeh a careen,
But 4aéa/{§/zat 4/ze'af9ma/uzy at the end o{ the yean.

She'd train at Swift's kitchens, be placed in St. Joe,

fle could find a }06 nean[)gz, t/zey 'd make (t a 0. ..
7—/¢e§4 'd mannry in C/z[.cag,o a/u/u’_ng Chrintman vacation..... .

we .§ut Aua'a’enly. . Mondd Wan 1] caured a new comp[i_catLon/././/
The hitchen wan canceled, the Wan put (t on hold. ..

Alro women at jwi_ft ‘s do not manny, oun Ethel wan told.
She wan advisred by hen boan, when ahe leanned of the plan,

And was told again )[c'_lzmly 6y a aweet, ‘g,/zeg—/rai_/zed man:
"Two mastena, my dean, no woman.” can senve...

No hurband ahould auffern...” "Thin cant quite a cunvelll
But determined the wene, a0 Leo came on a tnrain,

The /ragcula//% he lived t/’mougf:* aeemed almoat (naane.

(tlonal wedding wasr quite out of the queation,
! tnadtt[%aﬁg wamfc'}%e, gw(g/nfa and Augﬁ a’etc{d just add complication.
No invitations wene aent, thene could be no tradition, )
The War and the blizzanda, this wasr a atnange altuation!
But with the aid of the ﬂonjan/l, the weddin tnan/zpuzec./.
There wene ten days togethenr, then Ethel wan fired!



But Ethel wan hined asr a wrniten at the Meat Inatitute,
She'd atay on in the City, the queation was moot.

fle war Numben Ten” in the Draft, Fuat what ahould they do?
7o get back togethen, the choices wene few.

Leo went back to Kanaas, no wife 65/ hin aide!
He'd atay with hia achool, [)y contract he war tied.

Many lettens wene written, datly sent in the mail,
B //te_y 'd wonk /wmet/(Ln.g, out, thein vows could not )/ai_[.
/ﬁey met on Manch seventh, ake traveled 6y train,

lo hia aiaten’s in Lincoln, no aolution was plain.
And, bg the middle o){ Nay, hen col[e.ge debt wan pcu'.a/,7

She'd retunn to ansar, the decinion war made.
Leo found them a houre for hia llom and his wife,
B //wg nented a atove, bought a bed, a0 [7e9an a new [c'_fe.
The /Iveaééa all gathened at Wakefield in June. ..

//zeg welcomed thein new aon, {ound that all wene in tune.
Se "tin June that we choose for thia great celebration

Of the forty-nine yeans of thia union's creation.

We negnret to oun we,a/a/i_ng you wene not all invited,

When fé/mt we wene wed and oun tnue love wan légjvte,a’.
Some queats who would have been thene are no longe/z l/Zang,
_ (o the ones who ane here now, we /lope you'ne foag,[_ving,.
For vows to be aolid, and a tnue manniage make,

Juat what i imponrtant, just what doesa it take?

Well, once we were rated on true wedded blinn;
The computen computea/ and aame up with thia:
Oun binthdays wene fed into that computen machine;
We %neat/zle/m[g‘ waited. . .just what could that mean?
Came. out oun PHYSICAL FITNESS, rating a cool aeventy-foun. ..
That seemed to make for a faindy good acone’
Next came the rating of oun mutual 56/1’%7%1”/5’, N
On that we aconed gnreat..nearly thnee more than NINETY!
It appeaned that our total acone cou[j tunn out juat gneat,
"0k, joy,” we exclaimed, "How good will we nate!”
But 'twas the thind pant that dealt us a tennible blow,
Fern TOGETHERNESS figure nead out a new low!!!!

The Togethenneanr acone aank to a banely FIFTEEN,

"0k, oun average A ruined. . .jusrt what does thia mean?”
/—/wug;/( oun avenage sank to a menre S. ﬁy—O/Vf .....

By aome othen couple the /:Lg/:f/u’.ge would be won!
Oun eyes met---we took a deep breath and then undenatood,

The truth atood before ua, honeat, atraight-forwand, but good:
/—/zoug_/r not often tog,et/ze.n in the t/xéng/l that we do,

We atand by each othen, diragreements ane few.
Leo’s inteneats are aponta, Ethel gets bunied in booka,

But that togethenness item’s not as bad ar it looka.
/—/uzoug/z counta/zi,p and manrriage, we wene often apanrt,

But alwaya togethen in matters of heant.




Though oun likes ane dinnimilan, our Love intenceden,

SENSTTIVITY tedls ua jurt what the othen one needa.
Now oun {niends often kid us that we’re neven at home,

hen the dniveway ia empty, thene’a onlg one o{ ua gone.

When Leo does ennranda, é%ﬁel'a home with hen aewing;

When Ethel in ahopping, he won't think of going.
Forn he's home with hia puncﬁén9 onr watcﬁéng aponta on 7V;

Fonr ahopping’s hen "apectaton aponta,” don't you see?
So may you heed what we moat aagely advise:

Be asenaitive always, for we found it war winre.
Neven mind, oun dearn ones, what the honoacope neada,

Be even loyal to youn mates, be awane of thein needa.

And now ar we look back on all both of ua ahaned,

Look back on the mem’'niea of how much we caned,
Oun ctildnren, all {ive, have made us moat bleat,

We're proud ar can be, duning these years ar we nest.
We treasune oun {aéenda———wﬁat tﬁey've adﬂédyto lé{é/

The yeans have been preclous ar husband and wife.
The rewanrd of lon [Lvén9 ir the mem’'nies we shane

0{> ean {niends and loved ones {ba which we much care. ..
We thank you fon coming, on sending youn note. ..

Wé'[l treasune them always, each one that you wnote.
Thia Aapgy Reunion hononrs mem’nies of tﬁelpa4t {ifty yeana...

o

d bleasr you each one, you're al precious, my deana.

e

1941 THROUGH THE YEARS WITH LEO AND ETHEL 1991

We have lived in many places and moved 13 times. Let's reminisce!
Can you place in this review the times and places where our lives
touched?

December 1941 - During the turmoil following Pearl Harbor Day, Dec. 7,
1941, Leo ard Ethel were married in CHICAGO, as Ethel was working
there. Leo was elementary principal at WESTMORELAND, KS.

1942-44 - In May Ethel and his Mom joined him in WESTMORELAND. During
the summer Ethel supervised a Pott. Co. mattress-making project and
Leo worked in the Burlington RR shops in LINCOLN, NE. 1In September
little DARRYL RAY was born at home, but in November it was Leo who
was hospitalized with appendicitis. In addition to his school, Leo
"moonlighted" working in Green's Grocery and running the township road
maintainer. In March Ethel became a County Social Welfare home vis-
itor. In August 1943 Leo's sister Lois, her husband Norman Lull, and
7-year-old Patty joined the family, until their farm in Washington
county wculd be available the next March. In April 1944 Leo volun-
teered for the Navy but was later released due to lung scarring.

1944-46 - Leo accepted the principalship in FRANKFORT, where they moved
into the Presbyterian Manse, and Ethel commuted to her Westmoreland
job. Leo continued working toward his K-State degree with correspon-
dence and summer school, moonlighting with refereeing sports and chec-
king Fox Theatre attendance all over NE Kansas. Leo completed his 3rd



degree Masonic wcrk in May 1946.

1946-48 - 1In the fall of 1946 the family mcved to ELLINWOOD, KS, then
later to a high school principalship at CLEBURNE. On Jan. 1, Leo's
brother-in-law Chet Peeples died suddenly and his sister Alma and 7-
year-old Marshall joined the family for a few months. Feb. 12 Ethel's
mother died; the following day daughter GWENDA LYNN was born. By
summer Alma had moved to Lincoln, taking Mother G. and Marshall with
her. 1In August Leo finished his bachelor's degree from K-State, and
Ethel went back to work at "Westy", with Opal Pickett the babysitter
with the two little ones.

1948-51 - During the summer of 1948, Leo and Ethel moved to CIRCLEVILLE
High School jobs, taking Opal along until she married, then Leta Holt
and Doris Fernkopf were the sitters. 1In Jan. 1949 Mother G. passed
avay in Lincoln. During the summer Leo tried a stint at soap selling
with his brother Carl in DAVENPORT, IA but returned to Circleville
to remodel their home there. Dad Avery came to visit and in Dec. he
suffered a stroke, later passing away in the Holton hospital. Leo
and Ethel joined Eastern Star and Leo transferred his Masonic member-
ship, earning his 32nd degree in Topeka April 12, 1949. 1In the summer
of 1950 Leo bought an Indian pinto "Champ" for Darryl, was continuing
with his refereeing, was coaching, and playing softball.

1951-54 - In the spring of 1951 Leo resigned his school job to buy the
local grocery and locker plant. On Oct. 4 a 2nd son ARTHUR CLARK was
born. Later they sold the house and moved into the apartment adjoin-
ing the store. Leo pitched softball with the Holton Flyers, having
thrilling games, was butchering up to 16 beeves a day,

raising baby
1K &

chicks, selling eggs and dressed chickens in Manhattan, wh11? cog;alth
muting to work on his Master's degree. No wonder he wa§ haYlng Pl
problems! In August 1953 Ethel went back to Westy to fill in on
SW director's vacation; little LOIS LYNETTE w?s born Sept. ;1 i
1654-56 - In March 1954 Ethel went back to work 1n'Pott. Coy,. S é Ez:
muting with AC and Lois, staying in Opal Tay}or s apartmentL u Signed
the week. Still working on his Master's during the.sumper e? : gthe
to be elementary principal at ONAGA. After the family moviq 12e§
Marjorie JENKINS house there, he turned the store'over t;h.is = Zén
Roy Daugherty and Wanda Fernkopf. Ethel was teaching at ? eS iting
rural school while Leta(Holt) Kocher babysat. Da?ryl was in cg : Si;
4-H, and school band. Later Mrs. Vera "Grandma".W1tham came t? B; {eam.
In 1955 Leo completed his Master's from KSU. ;Hls grade schoo k4
won the County tourney. In May 1956 the Jenkins house caught Eig i
and the family moved back to the CIRCLEVILLE apartment, where1d znd
had signed to her former HE-English job. July 1 the store §o éack
the family left on a 5-week trip through the Eést, the? mov1?§1
to the Dave Clark house in ONAGA, Ethel commuting to.Clrclev1f i. .
1956-65 - Leo and Leonard Ottman built a "te?rqrop” trailer for hg ur
trips; Ethel began working on library training hours and teac ;niesume(
English in the Onaga High School. Gwen won the talent éhow an o
ballet lessons in Manhattan. Darryl, who had b?en working su$megs o
his Uncle Albion's farm, earned a Bel Aire Chevie. In 195? t eh aT y
took a memorable trip to the West Coast...In Jan. 1959 Le? s schoo
building collapsed and classes were held all over town while plans



were begun for a new building. 1In Jan 1960 Ethel gave up her high
school job, as 3rd son LEO BRADLEY was born March 5. In June the
family purchased the DUNN house. Leo was Lions Club president. In

the falil Darryl was off to K-State, and Ethel began teaching in the
Jr. High...In 1961 Leo received State Commendation on his outstanding
music and physical education programs in the new building. Gwen won
the Co. 4-H style revue...In 1962 Darryl took Marine basic training at
Quantico, VA, and the family with Linda Jones had a holiday in TN....
In 1963 Leo and Ethel, as well as Gwen and AC,
at Emporia, while Lois and "Little Leo" were at Aunt Esther's. Darryl
and Linda announced their engagement. Gwen received a Gold 4-H Achieve
ment award...In 1964 Darryl and Linda were married on Ethel's birth-
day and as soon as Darryl received his BS from K-State they were off

to the Marines... Ethel was busy promoting the new Pott-Wabaunsee Co.
Regional Library system.

1965-1966 - Unification of school systems caused upheaval, and Leo signed
a superintendency at FOWLER, KS in Meade Co. and Ethel was h.s. 1ib-
rarian and English. Gwen was a freshman at Emporia State.

1966-1980 - In Jan. 1966 Leo accepted consultant position with the State
Department of Education, moving the family to TOPEKXKA during the June 6
Tornado week. July 2 Little Natalie Rae was born to Darryl and Linda.
In August Ethel completed her Master's at E-State and became teacher-
librarian in Topeka's Dist. #501. AC and Lois finished high school at
Shawnee Heights near Topeka, taking honors in scholarship, forenics, anc
music. AC received a Baker U Presidentialscholarship, spent one year

studying in Germany, and finished at KU in 1973. Lois finished in 1975
at Emporia and began teaching speech and debate at Wichita Nerth H3on.

were in summer school

In 1975, Leo had his first heart bypass surgery at St. Luke's in KC
on Feb. 14, returned to the Office, but had 5 more bypasses in 1978
on March 23, Gwen's 10th wedding anniversary(she was married to Gene
Eidman in 1968, graduated from E-State in 1969, and was mother of 3:
Donal James born in 1971, Julie Jo in 1974, and Clinton Gregory in 1977).
Leo retired, and Brad graduated from Shawnee Heights and enr911ed at KU.
1980 - Feb. 6 Leo had a severe heart attack, closing off 3 of h}s 6 by-
passes; Ethel finished a history of the Highland Park community, where
she had been teacher-librarian for the past 14 years, retired, and they
turned their Topeka home over to Brad. In their Open Road motor home,
Leo and Ethel started out to the Southwest, settled upon Yuma, AZ as the
most healthful climate for Leo, but take many trips to Good Sam Sambo-
rees and enjoy companionship of other'Second Chance Sams.'" In 1981‘Jan—
elle Renee Eidman was born, and Brad and Terri Lynn Pound were marrleq
and lived in the Topeka home until 1984 when Brad transferred to.Prov1-
dence, RI. A tornado took the house May 6, 1983 but it was re§u11t and
sold in 1986, after Leo had bought in Kenyon Mobile Home Pa?k in Yuma,
where they enjoy the pool, jacuzzi, and social 1life with friends from
all over the USA. 1In addition to his trips in their Pace Arrow motor
home, Leo takes pride in his "punch embroidered'" jackets he has Placed
all over the world and watching TV sports. Ethel is ever busy Wlth sew-
ing and crafts, family history projects, and keeping in touch with o?d
friends like you. Keep in touch! Meny of you are kept up to date with
her annual Griffing Greeter each December.




OUR FAMILY

DARRYL RAY GRIFFING, b 17 Sep 1942, graduate Onaga HS, 1960, K-State
1964, Marine jet pilot flying 287 missions over N. Vietnam in
1967-8, resigned commission 1970, bank officer for 14 years in
Manhattan, KS, now financial consultant with Prudential Insurance
in Mesa, AZ. Married Linda Rae Jones 7 Mar 1964, one son Douglas
Ray, Arizona State student.

GWENDA LYNN(Griffing) EIDMAN, b 13 Feb 1947, graduate Onaga HS 1965,
BS and Masters Emporia State, homemaker, teacher, community worker
at Saffordville, KS. Married Gene Eidman 23 Mar 1968, 4 children:
DJ, student E-State; Julie, jr. at Cottonwood Falls: Clint, middle
school; and Janelle 4th grade.

ARTHUR CLARK (AC) GRIFFING, b 4 Oct 1951, graduate Shawnee Hgts. HS
1969, XU 1973, world traveler and travel and convention consultant
entertainer with Jesters men's trio, specializing in vintage music
of the Twenties and Thirties.

LOIS LYNETTE GRIFFING, b 11 Sep 1953, graduate Shawnee Hgts. HS 1971,
E-State 1975, taught speech and debate in Wichita high schools for
7 years, now a professional stage manager at the renowned Goodman
Theatre in Chicago, IL.

LEO BRADLEY (Brad) GRIFFING, b 5 Mar 1960, graduate Shawnee Hgts. HS
1978, Washburn U. 1983, outstanding broadcast student, guitarist
and composer. Married Terri Lynn Pound 27 June 1981, 2 children:
Riannon Nicole, age 8, and Savanna Renee, age 4.

’

The hopes and dreams we two have ahared,
The happy hours we've apent,
The caning and the glving,
The times of deep content,
The memonies we cheninh,
Tte joys we've fnown togethen
The way we've fbced [C{h'4 upa an downa
]i bright on cloudy weathen. ...
These ane the ties that keep us close,
And all are reasons wh
Oun manniage grows more meaningful
4 evenry yearn goes by.

OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS FOR You
L&D and ETHEL



