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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapterl A New Land

Chapter 1A New Land

Oskar stood on the bowf the steamer peering through the swirling mist of early
morning. Only minutes before he had heard thefitrgnd ahoyb, had pulled on his pants
in excitement, and crowded up the steps with the gibhesengers, just as eager ttoe
sight of land again as he

Sure enough, the ship was coming into pdréars came into Oskir eyes, and he
wipedthem away unashamedly. Some were crying openly. This meant the end of one life
andthebeginning of anotlrge and after several weeks of travel, it was so good to be on the
verge of a new adventure.

His parents, Carl and Johanna Larson, stood a short distance fromiiang the
members of four other families who had made the same decision. Their Afgetop
Parish,Skamborg County, Vastergétland ProvingeSweder, while not all bad, certainly
left a lot to be desired. Word trickled through about this land of plenty on the other side of
the AtlanticOcean. The same rumors stated that life in the new lanid @ so much
better thait almost sounded to tHearsondike the Biblical Land of Milk and Honey.

True, it meant leaving all their family and friends behind, and the decision had been a
difficult one to makeOf eight children born to them Sweden,heir fourth,a lovely little
girl, passed away before she was fiskchat same year, 1860, their second sonadoh
Oskaf, had been born. Leaving the grave of her little dasiag most painfuor Johanna,
but Oskar was now seven, and she had three yotimgehe, so reluctantshe had agreed
to making the move.

Selling most of their household items, they boartesisteamer for the long voyatge
their Land of Promise. Now crying openly, Johanna wondered whether the decision had
been a wise one.

1'The ori gi na lSurseoughetheceshe staod, dejled in fog, the symbol of freedom
and a new beginning for many, the Statue of Libedy Thi s coul d not be
disembaked at the Port of Quebec. See Appendik.C

20riginal t ext sai d, ARnSkarsborg Lan,
http://mapcarta.com/285997@nd Appendix A for maps

3 Maria Eleonora Larson. Sé¢tp://webbgenealogy.com/ps06/ps06_041.html

4 0Original text said, AJohn Oskar. o0 Corrected
Oskar being the spelling of his second name in Sweden, but aslatatedie clearly set the
spelling of his name to John Oscar Larson after assimilation into American society.
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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapterl A New Land

In bewildermentthe immigrants, knowing only the Swedish language, went through
customs. Affer some time, they cleared anithwthe help of friendsvho hadgonebefore,
andbought passage on a train for the statwaf.

This train took the to the end of theailroad track, to Chariton, a town the south
central part of lowa. They arriveth the month of October, just before a cold winter.

Having sent a man ahead in the spring to prepare a place for them to camp when they
arrived, they were mosturprisedand disappointed to find only the floor laid to a shack.
However, there was no time to spend in-p&lf, and some boards were found and soon
all were busy putting up walls and a roof to keep thenf dry.

They discovered the weather to be no more mercifidwa than in Sweden, and by
the time they moved in, rains had started and it had turned most chilly. Many of their things
were soaked from rain before they finally moved everything under cover. When everyone
was settled, it appeared that they were packerk like sardines in a cdhan a group of
friends in a bunk house.

Carlwalked two or three niesin an effort toget some milk for his family, only to find
that the people spoke English. He spoke nothing but Swedislimgthownade his needs
known. The strain of the last few months took its toll, and as he waitethéomilk he
fainted dead away!

They found times to be difficult in lowa, to@heir move followed a time ofrgat
unrest, the terrilyidivisive Civil Warhad just endetiand the entire amtry was attempting
to recover and make a fresh start.

Theywerelocated inside a bend of the railroad, with a distance of nines rol¢he
track in one directioand five miles in the other. It soon became obvious thatabelgnd
spend the winter isuch close quarters, so the men found a Swedish man living nearby
who spoke a little English, explained their plight to him, and he agreed to help them find
some land and materials to build homes for each of the families.

However, it proved time&onsumingand three of the families lived there togetfoar
over two years, huddling around the one stove when the weather turned cold, and sharing
the same stove for cooking theneals.

Carl located a piece of land five miles from the railroad, eventually béuiglver,

®The sentence was split into two pieces here
® There are two variations on the narrative here. Some damsionly two families while others

say five. Some claim that they stayed in a loft of a barn rather than in a hastily constructed
shack.

This portion appears to be based on a letter by David Alexious Larson about his life. See
Appendix G10-11.

& Origin a | text said, Awent 6 which was replaced t
® Added the phrase, fAhad just ended. 0
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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapterl A New Land

and built a small home for hisrfaly. While they lived in thigibunk house, Johanna gave
birth to their last child, a little boy, and they moved into their own home when hexvas si
months old

The property they purchased needed a great deabif before it could become the
wonderful land of promise they had anticipated. The hilly country resisted thewvbekd
Rough land needed smoothing. Stones must be removeiinéd, it seened that life
involved nothing but backreaking toil,and Johana longed for her hontend.

However, they found that the hard work paid off, and from time to time they annexed
adjoining acreage, puttitihard work into ituntil it alsoproduced fine crops for them.

One thing that made thgmace valuable was a sprid good water. But blessings
dond alwayscome without curses, and they found it to be surrounvdédquicksand. The
guicksand gave them considerable trouble at first, as animals became tirajipeten
drinking. Getting them out became a major opergtiavolving severabf the family.

Occasionally arfend would step into the quisknd accideatly, and all work would
cometo a halt as the family raced to his aideBtually they filled the quidand area with
stones and other debris, making it qusefe and a very good watering place.

Winters were cold, summers were hot, but the entire family mitchand helped with
the work, wnter ard summerOne winter was an exceptionally hard one. The worst sleet
they could remember hit them, making the readcy that a neighbor boy skated to their
place, aistance of about oAealf mile. Fruit trees in the orchard were badly damaged, as
well as some other trees, including some re&apl

Damage to their property, severe though it was, still@iequal thaof the little town
of Chaiton, where telephone and power lines were a complete loss. Some poles 14 inches
in diameter were broken into pieckke match sticks. The wires were such a complete
tangle that a person coul@invalk through the streets.

The stom occurred during the night, and when morning came, it was long remembered.
It took some time to clear the streets of Chariton,famticrops were small thiollowing
summer.

“The words, #fAall thed were removed here in ed
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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapterl A New Land

Carl was a proud man, a man of character and good morals and principlesneie t
his family in the same way. Johanna shared his pride in their family, and/aictied their
children gow. And how those boys grévieventually all of themexceeded six feet, with
the exception of Oscar, who by now had changed the spelling of imie tma more
Americanize way.

Carl told his children of their Swedish heritage, reminding them of their homeland
where most of their relatigestill lived. He wanted them to remember, even if they lived in
America, that his family was of royal linedgeand he expected theto live up to all that
would be expected of theas members of the royal family.

When time permitted, the boys worked for neighbors for wages, always trying to help
meet the heavier expenses of a growing family. The older girls masriedit a time, but
the boys contented themselves with farm work, being sdragyounger.

Oscar loved horses more than anythamgl found work on a large ranethere they
raised and bred horses. When the farm bought one of the first binders in thati@as, of
he proudly drove it behind a pair of purebf@ydesdalesAt fifteen, that was real honar

Oscar enjoyed working on the ranch with the horses, little realizing how drashically
life would be changing in a short time

LjJohannaotés mother was Beata Catharina Ridderhb
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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter2 Westward Ho!

Chapter 2Westward Ho!

When he reackd 21, Harry, or Axehs some called him, decided to move farthiest
and homestsd. The home farm was now producing well and kept Carl bugywBh the
young people growing up and marrying, expenses lessened and this seemed to Harry a
good timeto stat out on his own.

He and Oscar listenexs tales were told of the Westd all the opportunities it offered
Homesteading soundgdst great. Neither Harry nor Oscar were afraid of kewdk, and
when Harry made up his mind to mowest, he asked Oscardgo with him.

While Oscar was only 17, he was capable of doing asnaark and had been doing
heavy work for some time. It was with some slight trepidation that the two boy®ia#
for the first time to be completely on their own, and Johénhaart alced to seehem
leave.

Carl had taught them the Bible truths, as far as he knew and believed thetine and
family was deeply religious. Oscar rememdzethe teachings of his fathes theyeft their
home.

And so the two eager young men headedwrst, feeling that surely somewhere out
there they could carve a life for themselves, hopefully better than the one they were leaving.
Greener grass, maybe, but they had heard of a Swedish colony in Kansasghat
homesteadintand, and it appealed to their spof adventure.

They went as far as Kansas, and Harry decided to stake out a claim near Oledm.
worked with him fora while, helping make a dugoamd clear part of his land.

Dugouts were the simplest and cheapest, and also the fastest and muosealprac
dwelling. Most claims had banks or hillsides. They searched for a good placeluthen
back into the bank the size of the room they wanted. When it reached th#heyzput
willow sadings across the top and covered it with straw. When staered the entire
top, they covered the straw with dirt.

They made the front wall of sod, with a door that led into the room. Considered home
by most of the frontiersmen, it took no money, was easy to heat in the winter, and kept
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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter2 Westward Ho!

reasonably cool in the summérese dugouts served as home to many for their entire
lifetime.

With Harry settled in, Oscar began looking for a place for himself. After siameghe
found ust what he wanted about terl@siaway and staked his own claim. This time, Harry
helped him dj his dugout, complete it, and break the first soil, but witloiis claim to
care forhe soon returned and the brothers were each on his own.

Time passed, with each busy with his own work. But Sundays were days of rest, and
Oscar often visited with HarryHe had acquired a black pony he named Jack. Old Jack was
not only his work horse, but also his mode of transportation, and when he Maitgd it
was on Old Jack

On one of these visits he learned with interest that a new family had moved into the
neighborhood. Homesteading was a difficult life, and while there were some activities
other than work, very few girls lived in that neighborhoblde Hoaglunds were a different
story. They had been blessed with elgbirls and no a single boyAnd best of & they
had chosen to settle near Hasrglaim, where Mr. Hoaglund staked claim to a homestead
of hisown.

With no boys to help with the backbreaking work of a new homestead, the Hoaglund
girls soon became accustomed to working enftald like men. Howver, they alsavere a
very religious family, and Sunday was always a day of rest and relaxation.

Oscarvisited in their home with Harry many times after the first meeting thith
interesting family. While Harry and Oscar had learned to speak Englestijdaglunds
had recently arrived fronsmaland Sweden, and spoke only Swedish, although they
learned that Father Hoaglund could speak a little English, as he had come to America some
time before and worked in the Chicago area to earn money to pay fardiseor the rest
of his family.

The Hoaglund home became the center of many a young@rfarcy. With sever
girls, and* as one of the young men putityomen as scarce &eris teethd!®, even the
fact that half of them were not really old enough telgble for marriage didé dampen
the spirits and interest tiie young men for miles around.

While visiting with them, Oscar learned that their oldest daughter, Emma, hadaome
America several years earlier, worked in the Chicago area to make encagial tor

12 Upon arrival in Kansa$i1890 they had six daughters, but Amy was born in 1890 and Gertrude
in 1893, a year before Oscar married Josie.

13 The oldest daughter Emma had stayed in Chicago (mentioned in the next paragraph) leaving
only seven daughters living with the family in Oloerl

“Del eted the word, fdbeforeodo here.

15 Obscure fact. In 20086, it was discovered that chickens have the genetic code to grow teeth, and
this can be activated by in vivo activationfie€atenin innormal chicken embryos.
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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter2 Westward Ho!

her faherwho, with her help, finally saved enough tensl for the rest of the family.

While Emma and-ather Hoaglund worked to earn their fare, at home in Sm&land
Mother Hoaglund and the girls spent their evenings pasting together matchalnoxes
gluing on the littlepapers. These they tossed up into a net slung above theirtbeigs
before taking them b&do the factorywhere they were paid by the piece floeir efforts
Certainlytherehad been no timéor play, no time for enjoyment wiai waiting for their
trip to America.

Finally, the long-awaitedday arrived,they said their last farewellsnd boarded the
steam boat. They knew that they wetegoing adfirst-classpassengers, but théyardly
expected to be going as steerage, dowtherhold with the cattle and other animals. Poor
Mother Hoaglund was violently ill the entire voyage, which lasted al@mumonths

Thefivel’ sisters had been planning what to take with them on the boat andittbeved
bits of candy and sweets for mangeks to eat on their voyage, but bilge wateme in
and ruined all of it. Food served to steerage class lacked any imagisatioy the time
the boat docked iBaltimoreHarbot8, the entire family rejoiced as thdisembarked and
made arrangements taurete withFather and Emma by train.

And what a reunion that had beéddefore they made any decisions concerning their
future in America, Oscar learnedethdecided to change their namikich originally had
been Gustat®n to Hoaglund.

Mother Hoaglund cddn@ understand why this should be necessary, Father
explained that there were too many Gustafsdh already and that many people
immigrating toAmerica changed their names, indicating a new life in a new country.

They decided on Hoaglund, also a coommame in Sweden, becautwag meant
fihigh groun@d while flundd meant fiforested area. Having come from a rather
mountainous forested area, their name reminded them of theédmzhtieey already missed
a greadeal.

After a brief stay in the Chicago are¢lae Hoaglunds decided to move on to what offered
them a greater challenge. They enjoyed farming, and Father Hoaglund wanted to get back
to working with the good earth. Someone told them of this Swedish commuKiansas,
as farwest as that railroad wid take them, and in a few short weeks they

16 Their last residence before leaving Sweden was in Langserum Norregard. See
https://mapcarta.com/177402@6d maps in Appendix A.

17 Original text said seven sisters, butyofive sisters were on the ship because Emma had arrived
earlier while Amy and Gertrude had not yet been born.

BOriginal text named New York Harbor, but i mm
along with daughters Anna, Mathilde, Hulda, Alfregchnd Eva arrived in Baltimore on June
18, 1889 on the vessel Munchen. See Appendix C for immigration cards.

19 |t appears that by universal consensus, the double s in Swedish surnames was converted to a
single s upon immigration (thus Larsson in Swedetame Larson in America).
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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter2 Westward Ho!

boarded the train for Oberlin, Kansas.

Emmas job and friends helped in her decision to remain in Cbicaigd shortly she
married a fine young man there

With each succeeding visit, Oscar learned more abaufamily so like his ownn
many ways. Both he and Harry were made to feel at home when they visited with them.

One night after a visivith Harry, and of course, the Hoaglunds, Oscar mounted Old
Jack and started ridingpward home. Ten nek in the darldidn@ mar his happiness in
companionship after a week of loneliness and hard work on his claim, and he gave Old
Jack his head and saftlust take me homeld boy.0

Putting his hand in front of his face, he discovered that he ciidden see itYet he
didnd worry. Old Jack knew the way blindfolded.

Of courseJack®did, but Oscar felt after some time that the pony seemed to be going
in the wrong direction. Putting the reign to the side of his neck, he turned him with
difficulty. Then, as he attempted turn him even more, the pony stopped completely, and
Oscar knew better than to urge him on.

Swinging down out of the saddle, he slid to the ground, walked to the front of the pony
and started feeling to see what had stopped him. He felt absolutelygy@hthcame to
the horrible realization that Old Jack had stopped on the edge of an embankment. Had he
urged the pony on, they would have dropped to the bottom didtia@o, as theycalled
them, which was a good eight or ten feet down.

He got back on thiaithful pony, gave him his head again, and the pony took him home
safely. Never again did he distrust Old Jagkidgment when returning home.

During the busy times of the year, Oscar remained pretty close to his home bptead,
whenever he 1é he couldtake the time, he would spend the Sandith Harry, and that
often meant a visit to the Hoaglund home. Harry had made up his mind that thee of
Hoaglund girls was just what he wanted for a wife and was actively courting Anna.

On thesevisits, Oscar leened more about the Hoagld family, and what he learned
pleased him. Each of the gigarned her own way, either helpiRgther Hoaglund ohis
farm, or working out.

Several years went b@scats spread beggmying of6 andthe Hoaglundjirls grew
up. He wanted to take a Y& but felt that he must haweefit home for her, and the

Replaced fihed with fiJacko in editing to make
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dugout wasda exactly what he had in mind.
He felt that the time had come to make some changes in his life.
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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter3 A Soddy of His Own

Chapter 3A Soddy of His Own
One day whenisiting Harry, Oscar asked him if lseuld take a few days and gorhe

with him as he had something important on his mind and needed some advice and help

Harry agreed, and when they arrived at the dugout, Oscar dhéavey where he hoped
he could make &soddyo, or sod house. He wonderddHarry thought the place would be
alright and admitted that living alone left a void in his life. His farm was doialynow,
and he hoped to be abtermarry a wife very soon. A dogt would neerdo as a home for
a new bride, and Harry agreed with hifhey planned &soddy with two rooms a kitchen
and a combination livinrdpedroom.

Harry teased Oscar a bit about who the luckygiild be&?, but Oscar was tighipped
about that part of it. How could he be certain that the one of his choice wouldihé/e

Together they plowed the sod wdhspecial plow without enoldboardto lay backthe
turf. They first cut the grass with @ulter, then plowed in straight rows, and the grass
looked as it had before it had been cut.

Then they took a spade and cug tirass sod into lengths. It was abodtiBches deep,
and the roots were solid and matted, holding it together. These levigthsised as brick,
stacked one upon another, until the height of the ceiling was reached.

When completed, theoddy had wallswo feet thick and could well withstand tbeld
winters, hot summers, and even the terrible storms that occasibt@Nythrough the
prairie lands.

He put glassvindows into the holes left for then, halfway through the wédlaying
about one foot of sodn each side of the glass. Doors were put in the saaye

When thefisoddy was nearly completed, Oscar made another visit to Bahyme??

’Word order changed from fiwho would be the

editing.

2?Replaced fiand althougho semteich a period and

Page|l0

st

u



No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter3 A Soddy of His Own

He felt a bit strange about this viditow he hoped the Hoaglund girl had kept his eye
on for some tim now wauld agree to marrizim and cheer his lonelyays and nights

ApparentlyMathilda Josephine, or Josie she preferred to be cafiédound it no great
surprisewhen he begaoourting her. A few eylerows may have lifted over28-yearold
man courting d6-yearold girl, but after a fewishing trips together and other times alone
and with the family getting bettacquaintedOscar finally asked Josie if she would share
her life with him, and without hesitation she respondi&ded o

Oscar felt a great weight lifted from his heart, andvats a happy young man that
mounted Jack for his return trip home after gettiffigessd to his important questidiNow
he really had work to do. He completed fiseddyo, built in a few extra things he hoped
would make her happy, and planted a nice gafdeher to help him harvest. Athings
intended to give Josie a warm welcome when she joined him in a short time.

Josie knew all about hard work. In addition to helping her father in the fields, she hired
out to different families and had been doing #siige she had first arriveah the Kansas
prairieat twelve years of age. Work was no stranger to her, andesbemed the challenge
of turning the soddy into a comfortable home.

Justbefore Josieturned seventeéhthey had a simple wedding, and Oscarkttis
bride home. Modern conveniences were unheardigiit came from kerosene lamps, the
heating stove waBpowere@d with cow dung,preferablycalled fibuffalo chip®, and all
water came from the hand pump.

Oberlin, the nearest town, was ten miles away, the trip was made perhaps once a
year to purchase supplies for sewing, quilting, and staples for cooking.

Josiedidthelaundy out i n t h éoaydaaldundrystubsgubléing eaahs h
piece of clothing or other laundry by hand, carefully checking to see that diitthplaces
were clea again.

The laundry tub rested on a frame fashioned by Oscar dwrer @it, ard Josiekepta
fire burning to provide hot water while laundering.

In the winter time, the cold of Kansas was mumxhdevere to do the laundry ontthe
yard, so the entire operatiovas moved inside, with the hot water furnishedhmwater
tank on theéback of the cook stove.

23 Original text said,fApparently Josie, or Josephine Midgdao The order of names was
rearranged to go from legal name to common name and match the name order shown on the
marriage licensand the phrasias she preferred to be calledas added

24 Original textsaid fiThe day before she turned seventee
records, they were married on April 1, 1894, 20 days before she turned Bpeelix G8.
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No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter3 A Soddy of His Own

Oscar worked even harder now, with a wife to care for, but with a joyful heart. He no
longer returned to a ablsoddy after work. Josie had meals prepared and waiting each
evening, and life took on a new and wonderful meaning.

When Josie told Oscar that she was expeditiagr first child, he was ovgryed. Now
he would be a family man, and nothing could have pleased him more. But he must take
better care of Josie now, asdhe i nstalled a windmil| t o
wondeful thing windmills weré Oscarwas the idol of the prairie, with hisimdmill
spinning in the breezegoing all the worldéor him, and Josie enjoydaking ableto carry
thewaterfrom the windmillwithout® having to pump it first.

Their firstoorn, Alma, bought them great joy. A healthy little girl, and cheerful, too.
Mother andFather Hoaglund thrilled each time they saw her, but the visitseio home
wererd frequent, as now Oldiack could no longer take theamd they used laorsedrawn
wagon. Each ip took several hours over the bumpy prairie roads.

While both Oscar and Josie understood and spoke English quite well by now, they used
only Swedish in their home, so when littleidbegan to speak, Swedish was the language
that she learned

By then, andter child announced its arrival. A boy this time, and they named him
Joseph Emmanuel. Still very religious, Oscar was a charter meohlibe Swedish
communitychurch, and Emmanuel had a very special meaning for them.

Time has a way of moving along. Thegded Albert to the family, and then Aaron.
Eachearly learned the importance of working, and each carried his or her share of the work
load as he was able. While Josie didmeave or spin, her mother did, and her father
prepared the wool for her by wasgiand carding it.

The children watched with great interest on the infrequent visits in the home of their
grandparents as raw wool changed into yarn, and then was woven intoHfabr@randpa
could shear a sheep and Grandma would work such miraclesaitroblfascinatedhem.

On one of these visitshen Alma was about seven, Grandpa Hoagkurprisedher
with a China head for a doll. It di@ntake much coaxing for Ja&sto make a body fat,
and also some clothes. Such an extravaganhflgits werescarce, in fact, almosinheard
of, aside from homemadg#aythings like corn husk dolls.

®Replaced fAinstead ofo with Awithouto in edit
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Visits were made with other relatives on occasions, and these were always the
highlights of the week with the entire family. Wintemsetimes curtailed visiting to a
degree, yet Oscar and Josie still attempted to get their little family out frequently.

Of course, in winter, with its deep snow, the wagon cdiilge used, so Oscar invested
in a horsedrawn sleigh. While he hitched up the horses, Josielbdrup thechildren
warmly, because tlyavere pretty much out in the open with temperatures down much too
low to take any chances with their getticajd.

One Sunday they decided to visit J@sisister Hulda and her husbaads. Whilethey
lived only about eight mileaway, it would take the entire day to make the trip eaalj,
with some time for visiting and a big lunch at noon.

As Oscar hitched the horses, Josie beddhe children especially wels the weather
was bitterly cold, with just enough breeze to drivattcold all the way through. Oscar
drove the tam and sleigh to the front doand betweerhim and Josie, they loaded the
children into the back of the sleighhen Oscar helped Josie and Aaron, the baby, into the
front seat beside him, and amid much nmeent they started the horses on the way.

Their big feet broke through the crusty snow. Oscar and Josie talked as they drove on.
Aaron soon fell asleep, but Alma, Joseph, and Albert chattered in the backageatio
visit with their cousins, about theage, and whom they ha@riseen in some time.

Time passed, and slowly the miles passed behind them. Suddenly, excitement grew as
they looked ahead and could see the home of their cousins. Between them was a draw, and
the snow lay in deep drifts.

Their fun was rudelyinterruptedwhen the sleigh stopped and fell over to one side,
almost dumping them all outto the snow. Oscar gave the reidaslosie so that heould
get out ad do some investigating. He found one of the sleigh runners had besicethere
was no way he could do repairs whidie was with no equipment witvhich towork.

Oscar pondered their situation for a moment, then decided to remove the back seat of
the sleigh and place it beside the road for Josie and A&@inely sat there whil®scartook
the team, drove it on across the draw, got a wagon from Gus, and returned
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to pick up the rest of the family.

In the meantime, the children had remained in the back of the sleigh, so well bundled
for warmth that they thought the entire thing greattspor

After Oscar delivered his famyilto Gus and Hulda home, he returned to the sleigh
once more, this time with the necesstais’® with which to make repairs, aradtersome
time had passed, drove ttegam and empty sleigh into the yard. The chil@G&elingthat
fiPapa can do anythingvas reinforced that morning. Their Papa could fix anythoh¢hat
the entire neighborhood agreed.

Fortunately, the trip home proved uneventiit the trip remained etched in their
minds indelibly, as the first trighey could remember in the slefjlandthenthe runner
broke, adding only interest to the trip for tnebut conglerable trouble for their Papa

While weelends were eagerly awaited when trips were in store, there weraspleets
of the weelkends not so elcome in the childras thinking.One of these was the rsd-
eagerlyawaited Saturday night baths.

Josie heated all the water in the boiler on the back of the stove, pouredaitwaih
tub placed on the floor in the middle of the kitchen, and onetiateathe childrertook
their baths, beginning witthe youngest. Each knew bettkean to miss scrubbingehind
the ears, etc. Josie had an uncanny way of knowimgthle bathing left places untouched,
and after a thorough scrubbing by her, the childvere more thawmilling to take care of
it themselves the next Saturday.

Oscar believed in everyone working hard, but he also believed in enjoying his family.
Evenings were often story times, and one evening he told them of how he had built the
horse barn

The prairiegrewbountifulwild hay. He cut much of this one fall, and had hauheshy
loads of it to their yard. Most of this wild hay was oats, so when it dried, hinbatraw
that he needed for making the barn.

This he tightly packed into a largesk, tamped it in hard and solid, and tmedaway
to make the sides straight and true.

After deciding just where he wanted the door, he cut away the hay in that area toward
the inside of the stack, then proceeded to cut away all the way on the indieevet|t
packed stack, leaving a wall four feet thick.

%0riginal text said, fAnecessary thingsod which

Page|l4d



No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter3 A Soddy of His Own

When it was all trimmed out, rafters were placed on top, and they were covered with
even more hay and straw, making a weatherproof barn for the horses. And by now, Oscar
had an excellent team of worlises who were more than happy to go in for cover and
their nightly ration of food after a hard day at work. Old Jack, their belovedldedt
horse, was still the favorite of the children.

As the family grew, soid the expenses and responsibility. Nakgy all went along
when they collected the codung for fuel. The children went with Josie into the field,
collected the chips into piles, and later, Oscar followed with the wagon and threw them
into the wagon bed.

The depression of 18%@ad made conditins even worse, and the homesteaddts fe
fortunate if they had cattle to collect chips from. The lucky people burned cow chips, others
did the best they could with whatever they could find.

One summer the corn crop did exceptionally well. It appearedatftat,several years
of short crops, the family would finally be able to get a few things, barest necessities, things
they had done without. To their great disappointment, they found that no one could afford
to buy their corn, and had they hauled it to fbeten miles awaythey would only have
received 2 abushelfor it.

Rather than go to the work of shelling it and hauling it to town, they shelled part of
for themselves and ground corn meal. They ate corn meal mush, corn bread, corn scones,
and dred corn in every waynaginable and what they couldheattheyburned for fuel.

One day when Josient the boyso the windmillfor watef’, they hurried back to the
house to tell her that a yearling calf had somehow tried to jump over the pipe ttieg ran
water from the windmill to the water tank, but it had lodged over the pipe, and there it
dangled, completely off the grodstipping precariously one way and then the oith&ain
struggles to get down.

Josie took one look at the heifer, shook herdhead saidiiShe weighs too much for
me to move. There is no way we can get that calf offdMiest have to wait until Papa
comes home later this eveniag.

While the poor calf continued its frantic efforts to get free, the boys tookdlerto
the haise and set upwatch for Papa, hardly able to wait to tell him about the heifer

2’Original text says, fAJosnidemiwento the boys for
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hanging by its belly over the water pipe, and certain that Papa would know what to do.
AOnN the water pipe, you say? How could it get up there?
fiWe dor@t know, Papa, but itvants down terhly!o

With Oscar to the rescue, the calf finally went on its way, little worse fdritigening
experience.

Entering the house one day, Josie looked up over the door and froze in her tracks.
Hanging among the sticks and roots just abibxeedoor was a snake. Fortunately for her,
a stick was nearby, and unfortunately for the snake, between her and the boys, they
promptly disposed of it once and for all.

Life was good. Oscar and Josie were happy, the children were well, and Josie
discoveredhat a fifth child was on the way. Another time for rejoicing. Both she and Oscar
loved children and welcomed the coming of another. Summer crops were in, and a large
stack of hay put away toward their winter needs. All was well with their wonitl, the
day of the storm.
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Chapter 4Family Man

One day as Oscar worked in the field with the team, he noticed a dark cloud traveling
in their general direction. hlat could only mean one thi@dgrouble, perhaps serious
trouble

Hurriedly he turned the horses toward homayileg the equipment in the fiel@ut
before he ould get near the home and baencould tell that he could never makahead
of the storm, and it continued racing across the prairie. He could see thattéstead
was directly in the path of the storand when he neared the hoheeturnedhe horses
loose, hoping they could find their own way to the IFide dtempted to findhe corn
crib, hoping for some shelter.

The corn crib no longer stood in its place, having been blown away by the winds, now
of gale force. From there, the chicken house seemed to be the next nearest refugs but
he reached where it had been, he decided to try to make it to the house.

Inside the house, Josie and the children worried about him, but more presently for
themseles, as the wind whipped around the corners of their soddy. They had watched as
the wind approached, after their mother called them back from an errand she hoped they
could accomplish before the storm struck. Their bushel basket remained empty, and they
barely made it into the house before they saw the windmill, so still all day, begin to turn as
the edge of the storm neared them, and thencsamrily, frantically trying to leep up with
winds of gale force.

Around and around it werds the storm approachelinging first dust, and then
torrential rains, until they lost sight of the windmill and outside became totallydtaker
than the darkest night.

With much effort, Oscar reached the house and tried to get the door open. Naver had
stuck so tightlyHe pushed with all his might, and while it appeared to give a bit,

Added a period and the word fiHed to start t
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it appeared that another force pushed against the far side. He shouted for Josie and the
children to open it for him, please help him get in out of the storm, but his voice blew away
with al the other unattached things in the yard.

Finally, Josie realized the reason her efforts to hold the door shut against the storm
wouldnd have been nearly as necessary had she only allowed Oscar to open #reddoor
come in

The entire time he tried taegin, she had even enlisted the help of the sthdtlren to
keep the door closedyihking it was only the stormbout to blow it down anshe could
bear to think about the consequences should that have happened.

After changing out of his wet clothe®scar attempted to get the child®minds off
the stornthat raged outside as he read to them from the Bible.

Evening came, it was bedtime for the children, and still the storm raged. Tucking them
into bed, they prayed for G&lprotection, and soon €& and Josie also went to bed and
fell into an exhausted sleep.

The following morning dawned bright and clear. But although the storm had passed,
when they went out to survey the damage, they found their prized haystack completely
blown away. Bits of it tuttered the yard, and straws had been blown with such force that
theystuck several inches into the walls of the soddy.

This cyclone did a great deal of damage in that neighborhood, and Oscar and Josie knelt
in thanks to God that their home had withsttiogl terrible blasts of wind thabuld drive
individual straws into the light posts.

Christmadime they made another visit to Mother and Father Hoaglund, spending some
time with other friends. These were special times, of great enjoyment to all.

Grandpa tdaglund had asurprisefor the boys, and while they watched, he made
jumping jacks for themSucha wonderful grandfatheow they loved him, and wished
they couldsee him more often.

For Alma, a set of China dishes. Another big sacrifice on Grandéatbart, but he
excused it by sayingiBut we get to see them so seldom.

He showed Osr some of his latest handate toolsawooden scoop for dipping oats
for his horsesind other improvisatiornt® ease the burden of living.

So,while the boys played wittheir jumping jacks, Alma played house with ketof
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real China dishes, playing thette was serving tea to the Kiagd Queen of Sweden.

Not all the time was spent with the arién, however. Father Hoaglunthuired all
about Oscde farm and talkedleut all the usual farméo-farmertopics, and Oscar told
him of the terrible storm that had visited them but migeedHoaglunds, only ten theis
away, while Josie and her mother caught up with allfgmily news.

All too soon the time came for Oscardajosie to load their family back into the wagon
for the return trip home. They tucked warm blankets around them to keep out the biting
wind, and by the time they reached home, the children had long been sleeping.

Winter work consisted of getting things ghape for spring ping and planting,
feeding and milking the cows, and other routine things. Many things were put aside during
the rushof spring and summework, waiting for winter months, when the weather
prevented getting anything done out in thédie

Early in his married life, Oscar had made a soddy for the few chickens they kept. Not
having taken the pains with this one as he had for his own home, rain and winter weather
had melted it to the ground, leaving an unsightly mound in the back of/éndir

While it had served stduties well, now it was only an eyeso@scar decided thahe
dootyard needed some fill dirt, and that the chicken houseceatti be used to good
advantageSo, he and Josie dressed theldten in their warmest clothesd they went
with him to the deceased chicken house, where he began the work of sifting dut the
from the roots.

While still winter, the sun shone warm on their backsha small children played in
the yard, makingmall soddies, and playing other igas.

Joseph and Aaron soon tired of building miniature soddies and went to see if they could
help Oscar, while Alma and Albert played on, oblivious to their absence.

Oscar did@ mind theirwatching, but there was little that they could do to Heiipally,
he finished sifting another cart load and ask8dseph, will you please throw that spade
into the cart for me?

Pleased to be asked to help, Joseph picked up the spade and tossed itartoHke
failed to notice that when Oscar asked Joseph tqQ Aalpn decided that he wanted to
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help, too, and had stood at the end of the cart, reaching up to push. However, at three,
Aaron was simply too short to reach high enough to do much dosidas Joseph tossed
thespade, Aarofs little fingers reached uprer the side of the cart

The spade flew across the cart, slamming into the far side, and Aaron let out a scream
as it severed the end of one of his baby fingers

Alma and Albert did@ hear anything unusual and continued with their play until Alma
realized that Papa and the boys had been gone a very long time and decided to go to the
house to see what kept them.

The first things sheawwas a pool of blood in the wash basin, and it frightened her.
She askediwWhat hapened? Who got hurt?

Josie pointed a veryquiet Aaronsitting there with a bandage on his finger, and Aima
askedfiwhat happened to his fingér?

Everyone started talking at once, and finally Oscar quieted them and explained that
Aaron wanted tdgihelp Pape, too, and how the spade had cut finger off, so Josie had
put it back in place, ansndhged it, and they hoped it would heately now.

Aaron still sat there quietly, although Alma thought he looked a little pale, string
the white bandage on his finger.

As the days went by, hekasl if he could take the bandage off, but Josie kept telling
him, AiNot just yet. Wait a bit longéy.

At the end of three weeks, Josie removed the offending bandage, and to theoflelight
everyone, the finger had healed perfectly, leaving only a smallssoamind Aaron of the
day thatiJoseph cut my finger of.

With cattle needing to be brought in from pasture each day, Oscar decided that they
needed a dog. They found one guaranteed to bevhat they wanted, and named him
Shep. Shep lived up to hispgation, helping a great deal with the cows. He had been
trainedto be aiheeleb, going for the heels instead of the head otthes and when Oscar
sdad, iCome Shep. Get the cowded point out where the cows were, thertchadd,
fBring them ind

Shep knew just what to do. He trotted out to the field, circled the cows, and stanted the
in toward the barn. If one started to stray, he would go to the heels and arimgnd. He
savedOscar many mds of walking, and ddoled as an excellent watch dog.
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Shep became a member of the family, and his favorite sleeping place was just inside
the door, which was set about a foot back into theftwab sod wall. There he could watch
everything that went on, yet be out of the way. And there he could sleep dnelisas
long as he pleased, providing the children dievaken him to play with them

Oscar worked his fields with a team, hand plows, and hand cultivators. He planted corn
and wheat, and when the corn was ready for harvesting, he let the childrémhelh
the husking.

He took out his big wagon and saiitY,ou take your little wagod and they all went to
the field together. While he worked on his larger wagon, Joseph and Alma husked corn and
filled the smallemwagon.

When itfilled, he paised them, wimped it into his wagon, and told them to fill it again.
Over and over again they filled their little wagon, proud to do this, as theyfivelEng
Papad This seemed like big business to them, and although they tired, they never
complained. Everyone woekl, and they were proud their Papa thought thkhenough
to be able to help

Oscar found that it saved them a great deal of money if he did his owsri#ttkg.
Eventually he built his ownh®p, and the children enjoyed watching as he held the plow
shea in the fire until it becameed-hot, pounded it out to sharpen it, and then plunged it
into a pail of water to temper it.

They shvered with delighivhenthey heard the shear sizzle as it dipped into the cold
water. Eagerly they stood as closelesy cared, hoping that Papa would let them wtrk
bellows for him. Those times they felt especially of value to their beloved &agaften
Alma or Joseph worked the bellows until their arms ached and considerdtit@n

When they didé help him, theystill knew when he had been working in theithy,
ashe always came in at evening with a black nose.

Neighbordearned of his skills in blacksithing and came to him for miles arounih
work, so he made a little extra spending money in this way. Higatpn went ahead of
him, and some felt that he had missed his calling and should have been arssteiny of
afarmer. But Oscds first love was the soil, and that is where it remained.
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Chapter 5Good News

The fall that Josie was carrying Mable, when Oscardéelcthe corn was ready to
harvest, he hitched up the horses to theowamd drove out into the field. Slowly he made
his way down the rowsfaorn, husking and putting thmature ears into the bed of the
wagon.

As he neared the end of a row, he noticestranger walking toward him. Always
hospitable, he worked a little faster as the man approached, meeting him at ¢fi¢hend
row. After greeting each other, the man joined him as they husked corn on their way
through the field

Oscar wondered about thigung Swede who had introduced himself &sin
Mortensor?® Obviously he had husked corn befoHe kept upwith Oscar easily when
they each took a rawAs they visitedSwin tactfully turned the conversation to religious
subjects, and Oscar found himselbshinterested in what this young man had to Hay.
was @rtainly not likewhat® he had been brought up to believe, yet something about the
way Swin talkedtouched Oscés heart.

At the end of the day, Oscar invited him to spend the night in their howhéeglady
acceptedUndoubtedly,he must have been weary, yet he made no mention of it as they
continued discussing various subjects of the Bible.

Oscar enjoyed Bible study and had faithfully attended church most of his life. This
young man opened hodms that he simply couldingrasp in one sittingand he asked
guestions that leswin know he had found an interested amell-readman. Little didhe
realize that Oscar had never completed more than three winters of formal edudation.
read his Bible wié and asSwin continued visiting the Larson family, he admired weey
Oscar led out in family worship each evening, calling all the children to hinneadihg
stories to them from the Bible. He discovered that some of their favoritesDaarel in
theL i o Dem,@onah and the Whale, and the Three Hebrews in the Fiery Furnace.

Josie wondered that first night where he would sl@éph only two rooms, and

29 To the best of my research, this appears to be Swen Mortenson, born in Sweden in 1864 which
i's incongruous with the adjective fAiyoungo in
four years older. During and after his time at Union College, he worked in lowa and Kansas. At
the time of their meeting (fall 1901) Swen had recently married Albertina Poulson in Chicago,
IL on December 19, 1900. He was a Sevatdl Adventist pastor inl@icago and held many
positions in the North American church leadership. He died in Chicago on May 11, 1926. His
obituary is on page 14 of the July 15, 1926 issue of Advent Review and Sabbath Herald available
here: http://adventistdigitallibrary.org/ae852446/adventeview-andsabbatkheraldjuly-15
1926

¥0riginal text said, fACertainly not |ikeo her
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one of then the kitchen, their only sleeping room was almost w@lvall beds. With four
childrennow, Oscar showed higgenuity when he made a trundied for the children,
one that slid under the big bed during the day.

While they disliked having to put him there, th@yally decided the only plader him
to sleep would have to be the kitchen floand each of the many timés visited and
studied the Bile with themSwin®! slept there, happy for a place to spend the righof
the weather.

They discovered that he had completed Swedish Sertreashort time before as an
evangelist, and that sod planned to start meetings, explaining even more Bible truths.
Oscar decided that he must attend.

Throughout the entire series of meetings, Oscar faithfully attended. Josie remained at
home b care for the children. Carrying her fifth, she didieel $rong enough tgo along
with him and keep four small children quiet.

When Oscar returned home each evening, he explained what he had learned to her, and
she listened but couldncompletely comprehend the new truths. At the end of the series
of meetings,0Oscar gave his heart anew to God, accepted the truth of the Sdagnth
Adventist Church, and was baptized.

Josie didd feel that she could accept all these new ideas so quickly, socostiaued
helping her with the difficult points as they studieddther. Time passednd the few
others who were baptized following the meetings began meeting in a homerslese
away. No church existed for thmeat that time, and especially during the winter months,
attending was most difficult at times.

Somehow, Oscaas leader of the small company, managdtbtd things together. He
conducted everything in Swedish, and they had no musical instru¥fetnwhen Oscar
pitched a songfter humming a bit to himself, it always seemed to be just righttheand
voices joned singing from their Swedish Hymnals, with words to the songs, but no musical
score.

Usually they took the team and wagon, but inwineter,they changed the wagon for a
sleigh, bundling the children well against the cold air. No matter what kind athee
churchwas important enough to make a real effort to get there. Only heavy snow or
blizzardskept them home from this precious time with others who believed as they now
did.

3'Repl aced the pr epos iakeithe referénbescl@éarewi t h ASwi ndo t o
32 To the best of my searching this is referring to his studies at Union College.
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Mable was born, and still Josie couitldecide whether to accept what @sbelieved.
Her parents opposed them violently. All their family had been members of the old Swedish
Church, and anyone leaving it was considered a heretic.

Finally, in March, she took her stand to join her husbarshptism, and this posed a
bit of a technical problem. Living on a prairie with no lakes for miles aroand few rivers,
where could thepaptize this fragile lad¥

When the children learned the answer, fear struck their hearts. Out in the yard they
watered their horses in a large circularogen trough that stood aboutd@Bigh. They
scrubbed it out, filled it with fresh water, and this would be dsdiaptismbfont.

The boys remembered her repeated warning8Simy away from that trough. If you
fall in there, you could drowa.

On the crsp Sabbath morning planned for J@sieaptism, the minister arrivedtateir
home. Other members began to arrive. Someone placed a chair beside the trough on the
outside for her to step up onto, and another inside for her to step down inside, as Josie
changed into appropriate clothing for the big event.

Albert watched with growing horror as his mother came out of their home, stepped
upon the chair, and down into the trough. He noticed that as the minister stepped in just
ahead of her, he brushed a tBkim of ice to one side before bung his mother in holy
baptism.

He wanted to cry out, to stop them. He simply codldvatch, yet he couldhlook
away. His beloved mother, going to drown in the horse trough, and for what? He didn
understand very muctbaut what was happening, but he fettemendousense of relief
when Josie steppeshivering out of the trough, and walked back into the house.

Oscar decided that Josie needed more time to learn as much as possible about their new
faith. Opposition fran her parents, even worse than they anticipated, made thiemgeo
welcome in their home. The children felt this most keenly and c@uldmestand the
reasons behind the change in their grandpaatitaide, although their parents attempted
to explan that sometimes people have to suffer if they follow Jesus.

Even Harry, who had never really gone along with the traditional Swedish Church
opposed them, and this perhaps hurt everse than the antagonism ofilds parents.
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Oscafs thoughts turned merand more often to the second coming of Christ, and he
encouraged his family to be ready, fimo man knoweth the hour of his comiag.

Alma, as the oldest, needed new clothesefrequently, as there was no one to pass
then down to herAlthough times wee difficult indeed, the time came when she
desperately needed a new paifishbbatb shoes.

Oscar took her to town and bought a pair of shoes that would delight any little girl. The
insets on each side were of blue velvet with white polka dots, and @duoid onlythink,
fiThese shoes will last me until Jesus comes.

When Osar learned about something the Adventists cdibednp meeting he decided
this would be the place for Josie to learn more and get a little vacation at the same time. He
offered to sad her and Mable, the baby, and keep the children with him so that she could
attend as many of the meetings as possible.

She agreed to go, and took along one of the older daughters of anothecoevdsted
family to help with Mable. Spending time at campeting had more advantages than just
attending meetings. Josie found that she knew very little about this faith, and even less
about many of the people who believed in it. She met new friends, and they dispelled any
reservations she might have had conicey her newlyembraced religion. She noted that
these were Gdas people.

Among the people she met while there, one cétiplarticularly seemed attracted to
her. As they visited and became acquainted, they toldfhemplace in California where
there wasa church close enough to worship each week. They also told her of a school
where the students were taught from the Bible, and operated by their denomination.

In theirconversationghey learned that Alma must soon start school. Already they had
held her at one year, and Joseph should also be starting, but they hetitatsttthem
to the schoohearbybecause of a wild, rough element. When she learned thahtekaged
to make a trip out to see if all this were true, she asked if they wouldtevhte after they
looked things over, letting her family know if it could possiblydsegood as the rumors
said.

They agreed, and at the close of camp meeting, Josie took Mable home, full of things
to share with Oscar and the rest of the family.

33 Based on recollections of Mable Larson Webb McMillen, this is likely the Ernest Milleson
family who were neighbors to the Larsons in Escondidonameked with them to Chowchilla.
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In the meanwite, Oscar learned a bit about trying to operate a farm and tenshfiallr
children. He found it to be a difficult charBut work must go on, especially during the
busy time of the year, so he took the children to the fieldshmnthHewould go about is
work, and they played at the edge of the field, pickinlg flowers. The biggest problem
involved a tiny stinging insect, and every so often he rushed taheeghildren, who were
fighting them off and screaming at the top of their voiceseéaigerlyawaited the day of
Josids return.

He listenedintently to the many things she told him. Especially when mekationed
about the church school in California. Their concern abobolingtheir children was of
utmost importance right now.

Summemwore on.Oscar harvested his crops, but still no word from desiew friends.
He continued his Bible study, giving the study todimall company of believemwho still
met each Sabbath. Many hours he spent, pouring over passages of the Bible, comparing
themwith each other, until he became a knowledgeable Bible student. His old Swedish
Bible showed the largamountof usaje, as he hungered and thirsted after ever more of
Gods Word. How he wished, at times, that he could haverhack education. But his
family had needed the help of each member to survive, and when it came time for spring
farmwork, everyone had to pitch in and do his or her part.

The day came when tHeng-awaitedletter arrived. What a tale it tdld>f a land
flowing with all kinds of goodies,fdruit trees on every side, of wintesemild thata light
coat was sufficient, and then the important ¢pantdeed there was a church school, and
also a church.

The letter ended by suggesting that Oscar make a trip out to see for himself whether
not they would be as favorably impressed by the Land of Promise aw/éney

Oscar pondered this. Moving the entire family? That would be a big move t@take,
yet, if they believed the Word of God, wésit their bounden duty to do all they could to
see hat their children grow up to love and serve the Lord? And how could they do that
whenthey didrit even have a regular church to attend, and certainly no church school in
which to learn more about the Bible?

He talked it over with Josie, and together tdegided that she and the childeuld
manage until he returned. He boarded a traiispy out the landland see firstand.

Page|26



No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter6 Fond Goodbyes

Chapter 6Fond Gooebyes

Josie and the older boys took care of the cattle, slopped the hogs, and all the other things
necessary to keep arfia running smoothly. Yes, they still had hogs. They puzzled as to
how they could manage without thevhen they were first baptizedut the minister told
them that he felt for the time being they should keep themwéied it came time to get
rid of than the Lord would show them how to make a livinghout them.

What excitement when Oscar returhétls suitcase smelled of apples, and not only
apples, bt other fruit as well were distributed to all. Alma couddnelp but feel a sense
of envy when she sawhat she imagined to be the largest apple in the worldssé¢ for
her belovedjyrandparents. Josie and Oscar still loved her mother and father very much, and
they hoped that they might get back into their good graces before making the move they
anticipatel.

Then they visited the Hoaglunds, Jd@siparents, the first visit since they had become
Seventhday AdventistsWhile the reception was cool, at least they were welcomed. Oscar
told them of their decision to move out to California, and gave then tpaBlis apple.

The children all understood that absolutebyone could touch it. How Almaanted that
apple

While the grandparents haiichanged their thinking about the new religion, wtiery
realized that Oscar and Josie would soon be moving theilyfant to California their
mannersoftened considerably toward them. They made over the children again, and
Grandpa Hoaglund gave Alma a box of colored pencils, knowing that she would soon be
starting school Another treasure! She loved her grandpareatsiearly and couldh
understand why they treated her parents in such amioglway for so many months.

Josie tried to explain that sheltfder father had once been introduced to this new
religion and had decided against accepting it. She knew howltBeiffet didn& sound
right tohim, none of his family should haesything to do with it
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That Christmas they traveled again to visit with Grandpa and Grandma Hoaglund. Josie
talked with the children before they went, warning them of possible uncleds ftbat
would be served at the big Chrisashdinner.

As the platter passed down the long table, Aliseelyes bulged. He saw some of
Grandm& homemadepork sausages, and suddenly he felt anistibke urge to have
same.Not even daringd look at eitheof his parentshe took an ample serving and passed
the platter on down the tabldever had sausages tasted so good! Yet, he wondered just
when he would bpunishedbecaise he knew he had done something wrong. Josie decided
not to say anything about i&nd the wondering was favorsethan f she hadactually
punished him and been done with it.

Crops had been unusually good swemmerbefore, there was more money available
than in several years, and it seemed that the Lord was telling Oscar to make¢hghite
the time was ripe. As springtime neared, he and Josie made plans to sell their homestead,
all their furniture, livestock, and farmachinery, including the horségsatmeant so much
to Oscar.

Talk got around their little community. People questid the common sense of their
making a move right when tlgoing was so good. Neighbors catoeall, asking if itwas
really true that te Larsons were moving awayhile neighbors were two to three g
away, stil everyame knew everyone else in the aoomity.

The closest neighbors waited until they were certain that the Larsons were indeed going
to sell. When they visited, they asked about the prich®h60-acrespread. Oscar placed
a fancy price of $500 on it, thinking he could always go down, deld the Lords hand
leading once more when the man accepted it for the first price mentioiszhly did he
buy it, but he paid for it with gootlard cash, something almost unheard of during the
depression, still so fresh in theminds.

Plans continug for an auction sale. Since money had been so tighhne had
attempted to hold an auction sale for years, and many thought it a foolish thing to do. Oscar
thought otherwise, ordered hand bills printed, plaged an ad in the local nepapers*

On the @y of the sale the friends, neighbors, and acquaintances crowded to their

34 See hand bill in Appendix-8.
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yard. All of tham jingled a little cash in their pockets after an unusually good crop, eager
to spend it for things beyond their means for so long.

Somehow, Oscar felt that if the tcbcould help them sell their farm for hard cash before
theyadvertisedt, he would guide in the auction sale, too, and it went watlindeed

At lunch time two of Josi® sisters helped her serve a hot lunch to the crowd. Soup,
served in tin cpsalong with crackers, bread, and hot coffee. So many people came that
they could hardly believe it, and when the auctioneer finished selling the last item, they
counted their money. An additional,$00from the sale! What a good God they served!

The followingweek, Josie frantically packed. Her parents, now genuinely &ortlye
tough stand they took when Josie and Oscar first changed religions, now tdfé&esp
the children while Josie and Oscar completed the packing and made fipeigpi@ns for
the bg move.

The ages of the five children ranged between nine and three. They enjoyed their visit
with their grandparents and for the most part, their differences were reconciled. Josie
warned the children once again about the probability of unclean meagsdneiouraged,
especially crayfish. The children coufiirunderstand why it was all right for their
grandparentto eat them and yet quite wrong if they joined them.

With Mable just three, and Josie feeling not at all well while carrying her sixth child,
the children would have beerthingbut a hindrance to the preparations for the trip to
California, and therandparentswho had attended the auction, hoped that in taking the
children hane with them it would be a great help to Josie. It would also bashehance
they would have of enjoying them in their home, at least for many years, and while they
had been most bitter about the changes made in the lives of their Josie and her husband,
they still dearly loved the family.

Sure enoughbefore the week wsaover, Grandmother Hoaglund served crayfish one
dinner time. Alna, the oldest, recognized them at once and spoke rigiitWgrar@ eat
thato

The othes took it for the gospel truth, and although the grandparents applied some
pressure, they all passdaktplate withouhelpingthemselves to what they once saered
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a delicacy.

After Oscar and Josie watched the last sale item leave ttigtgay completed thast
minute packing and went for one last visit to J@sparents. Several days had passezks
the children had gone home with them, and they greeted each other warmly.

Oscar and Josie thanked her parents for their help with the children and tlandgale,
then they spent a few hours remembering the good times, and the bad.

The 1890 depressiorat left many scars on the homesteaders in Kansas, as @rhad
the many others who lived during that time. Now that things werewbai®etter, they
could look back and chuckle about some of the inconveniences. Josie remarked that she
hoped she would nervbave to eat corn meal stuagain in her life, if it were because that
was all there was to eat.

Oscar remembered the chickens so recently sold at auction, and how the pggse of
had now risen well above the three cents a dozen during the worstdafbssion days,
and so time passe each in his own way put off the final geloges.

At last Oscar announceiiThe time has come. We must go home ged our things
togetherfor tomorrow we will be on our way to Californda.

While the children remembed very well the oranges, grapefruit, and appldsbeght
back with him from that fadistant place, they clung to their beloved grandparebis a
longer than usual before telling each a sad ¢gnad

Looking back as they drove off in the wagon, thédren could see their grandparents
standing in their yard, Grandma Hoaglund wiping her eyes with her aproGrandpa
waving with hisweatherbeaterhands.

Driving the horses held Oscéarattention, but tears welled in J@sieyes as she turned
for onelast look at the home she loved, and her parents growing smallerdistiece
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Chapter 7California, Here We Come

Early the next morning Oscar and Josie wakened the children, helped them dress, and
ate a hearty breakfast. This was the big day, and since thegolth@éverything at the
auction and delivered the horses and wagon the evening before, they wanted to be ready
when their neighbor came by to take them to the nearest depot. It was the month of March,
a time between winter and spring, and still very chilly.

The neighbor drove his team into their yarchtign schedule. Behind thheam,he
pullecf® a wagon estimated to be large enough to take the family of seven and all their
earthly belongings to the train.

Oscar and the neighbor loaded the trunks and sagchsst, and then helped the
children find places to sit on a blanket on the floor. By the time they spoke to the horses,
telling them to fiGet wup!o the childl had be
sheltered them with a blue canopy. Dark d®scudded over, and before long they realized
that a blizzard could strike at any time.

Although the children were tucked in snugly with blankets, the cold stung their faces
as the horses trotted along at as fast a clip as their driver let them. Joseling well
herself, attempted to comfort them as the terrible blizzard struck them full force.

The driver encouraged the alreadyining horses to increase their speed. In fact, the
children bouncing around on the hard wagon floor imagined they vaeng m the chariot
of the Biblical Jehu. Still, in spite of the horses breaking all speed limits, it took them the
better part of a day to reach the depot in town.

They found the depot to have one large potbellied stove. Someone had put in fuel until
it burned reehot all the way around. Everyone in the depot, including the Larson family,
huddled around that one stove, each as close as he or she could get. But many people
planned to leave by train that day, and some burned on one side and froze on the

“®Replaced a comma with, fAhe pulled. o
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otha, if they werelucky enough to get that close. Most of them satisfied themsbives
hanging around the fringes of the crowd, getting what little warmth as couldrgegh.
Everyone got in the way of everyone else. A few kindly adults gave their ptat¢es t
children, or found a wagf helping them to slip under @round some datfe taller ones,
and they warmed quickly.

Josiehad a nserable night. Already sick carrying the coming baby, all the exen¢
did herno good and coming into the cold depseemedike adding insult tainjury.
Frequent trips to the resbm relieved her of wdt little was left of her last eal. Attimes,
she had some serious reservations about the entire trip

Fortunately for her, Oscar now had time on his hands and toadhilkdeen under his
comforting wings. After they boarded the train for a transfer point north, in Nebraska,
often could be seen taking Mable for walks in the corridors of the train, attempting to keep
her interest on things other tharoivima.

Knowing thata sixth child was on the way had helped Oscar and Jad{e op their
minds to make the nve. They wanted more fruit and other thirfgs the childrer®
unavailable to them othe western Kansas prairi@ addition®’ the tweroom soddy was
overcrowded aleady, and wére to put one more was averpresentoncerngspecially®
to Josie.

When they arrived in Nebraska, they were shown into another waiting room in the
depot. Another potbellied stove, and another crowd of people. To compound their miseries,
they learned that a bridge ahead of them had burned, so they spent the entire night huddled
around this stove in the middle of the room. Benches and seats were arowguntHzut
no one got much sleep, and by morning Albert burned with a fever®lnaieeawas
even worse, anthe Larsons were a sorry familydeed

With a new track across an improvised bridge, the conductor céédboardb and
everyone found his seat, this time really on the train for California. WWhéetrain to
Omaha, Nebraskayas a passenger train, they now rode on a Pullman can earlier
version of the Pullman.

While the beds pulled down, there was no privacy. Still, with a bunk above foothree
the children, they got a lot more sleep that first night than they hae aepothe night
before

%®The phrase, fdfor the childreno was moved fr
sentence in editing.

37 Original text did not end the sentenafter children, separating the statements with the
conjuncti on, Abut. 0 A period has been insert
¥AEspeciall yo was moved from the end of the s
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Oscais concern for Josie grew. He hoped for a better day for her but founithehat
constant motion of the moving train only aggravated her alreadgeous conditiomnd
she was most grateful when Oscar took the children lithon walks in the corridors,
showing them things he hoped would interest then and keep their minds occupied.

The next few days were miserable ones for Josie, but the children enjoyed all the new
things Oscar showed them alading way. When they crossé#te gate line into California,
he called it to their attentioiNow weGe really getting closer. Wi inCalifornia at lasi

Never in their short lives had the children seen so much greenery, and thelyardiyd
believe that such rivers existed ormmany of them. The largest, the one Oszaledthe
fiSacramenta caught their fancy becausgscar called them all over twatch asthey
crossed it.

What a thrill the boys felt as the train pulled slowly onto tracks on a large, heavily
constructed bargehen put on its brakes and parked while the barge built up adfead
steam, then pulled out onto the river.

Shivers of excitement chased each other up and down tbeliadks as they realized
that they were actually amriver, such a wide one, wittothng under their train but a flat
boat. They jumped as the barge popped off its whistle, and their eyes grew large as they
neared the far side of the river,

They all felt more at ease when they saw that the tracks continued on the fair side, and
as soon athe bar@ docked, the train slowly pelll onto the tracks and continued on its
way.

Later that evening, well after sundown, the train puffed into the statiBacandido,
their destination. A friend Oscar had madehafirst trip out met them at the stan with
his buclboard. With a little help, everyone managed to pile ontbut it was greatly
overcrowded, and they couldmyetany suitcases or trunks onto it.

First thingwhen they arrived at the home they would be staying for the nighiptse
wanted to go outside arftbee Californig, but their parents told them that bedtiocaame
first. Tomorrow would be time enough for théo see their new home.
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Josie expected the children to waken early and put their clothes out and ready to go,
and they livel up to her expectations of them. Bright and early they bounced out of bed,
hurriedly dressed, and rushed outsi@scar and his host, Mr. Kelly, were talking in the
yard, but what took their eyes were the orange trees at the side of the house. Never had
they seen anything like it before. The trees were covered with ripe oranges, and on the
ground, oranges lay thick.

The boys would like to have raced to the tree and to begin stuffing their nvaitiths
the lusciousooking fruit, but Oscar restrained themtitMr. Kelly said, fiLet them have
all they want. The fruitvond@ hurt them, and we have more than we cameat.

As they ate one orange after another, they found them to be as sweet as suiggdat and
then they decided that they had reached the land ftpwith milk and honey.

Later that day, the men returned to the depot to pick up the trudkstizer bagage.
Of course, a family of seven danust move in with another family and expect to stay
indefinitely, so Oscar started looking for a suitable hdaséhem to rent.

The following day they moved into a place of their own, and again the children did a
bit of exploring. Mable, the youngest, and the next older brother, Aaron, startectioeitron
own.

In Kansasthey knew nothing of fences. Aside fraimeir home and farm buildings,
they could see space in every direction. They walked around the corner of the house and
confronted their first fenc&his completely bewildered thetf.

Until that moment, they liked everything they saw, and at first the fatrigued them.
But when they walked right up to it, they found way around or through it. First it
bewildered them, as they tried to find a way through, then it frustrated #meifinally
Josie heard them wailing and foundrthagainst the fence, togoung to realize thall
they would need to have done would be turn around and walk away from it.

She led them back to the house, explaining about a few changes they would need to
make in their livesiow that they no longer lived on the prairies of Kansas

Oscar immediately started looking for work. While they had a considerable sum in
savings, he had no intention of spending it until they found what they wanted to buy for
themselves. With no team or machinery, he felt lost, but farmers in the surrounding
community hired him by the day.

39 This sentence was moved framddle to last sentence in the paragraph to improve flow.
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While he had never been afraid of hard work, this certainly proved to be a different
experience for him. Yet, he made a living wage, for that time, receiving about $1.50 for a
long nine hours of badikreaking work. Heomfartedhimself with the knowledge that this
would only be temporary, and that things would soon be better. #fténe Lord had led
them this far. Surely, He would continue leading them

One of the first things on his list of priorities was getting tlieothildrerinto Church
School. They knew not one word of English, and this posed a problem. Yett inenot
to be aninsurmountablene. Oscar visited the little school, talked with teacher, and
told her of his childrertheir move from Kansas et them into church schodheir ages,
and how badly they needed to get started.

He suggested that he would pay the tuition for the rest of the school year and would
expect only one thing, that they learn to speak as much English as possible sthiéhat at
beginning of the following school year they could really start classes with the other
children.

The teacher agreed, and the following day Alma and Joseph held¥Jscge hands
tightly as he walked with them to the little school. The warm greetindgdoG be
misunderstood, even though it was in Englesid while that day and the daist followed
were difficult for them, the children found themselves learning to speak the language of
their adopted country with the help of an understanding teanddriandly children, who
took teaching English to these two new Swedes as a challenge.

Day after day new words were introduced to them, and gradually they learned many
words that helped them in understanding more about their new surroundings.

At home things were no better. Oscar and Josie decided that if they were going to live
in an Englishspeakingcommunity, they would also speak English, and although it was
quite broken at first, they spoke no more Swedish in their home and also forbade the
children tospeak in Swedish.

Mable, at her young age, learned quite readily, and between their parents, the teacher,
and the students teaching Alma and Josegy, $bon used English acceptably.

At home, Alma and Joseph helped Aaron and Mable, as well as theitspaittnsome
they had learned, and soon the entire family was using English quite comfortably.
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Chapter 8 The Land of Canaan

After living two or three months in town, Oscar and Josie found that they missed
country living. Neither othem had lived in a town beforeyéthey wanted therhildren
out infiGod3s countryo

One day Oscar took time off from his work and looked for a place of theiroveny
out from the little town. As Jodie time drewnearer, they realized that the home thew
rented would hardly be adeatefor one moreand Oscar determined thdtat all possible,
they would be in their own home when she gave birth

The boys needed more to do to keep themselves out of mischief, too. Oscaipgrew
under difficultconditions working from the time he wdidtle more than a toddlegs did
Josie, and they felt that their children needed to be busy doing somethifig help
constructive

What he found went well beyond his wildest expectations. A bit over nine acres, and
the man who plaed it used imagirtaon and forethoughtEvery known varietyof fruit
trees grew on that small parcel of land, and most ohthiere old enough to bear fruit.

He took Josie out to see it, and it was love at first siglainy kinds of appleseveral
kinds of pears, peacheapricots, figs, and olive trees, to name only a few. Twenby
different kinds of fruit trees seenhdéike a dream come true to thgssople ofthe prairie,
so starved for good, fresh fruit.

When Oscar contacted the owner about buying the place, he foooidanly o the
market, but at a price within their budget, and he lost no time in closing th&ldealhey
owned their very own home, with a real house, about two miles out of Escomteip.
moved out a short time before Mautdade her appearanceortheworld in June.

Not only did the place have many kinds of fruit trees, but there was ample room for
plantingmore fruit and a vegetable garden. Oscar found cuttings of grapes, smadféen
happensvhen something is new and wonderful, planted twéwty different

Page|36



No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter8 The Land of Canaan

varieties, allof which grew.

Until now, Oscar had gone to work each day on his bicycle. All was not as he expected
it, and instead of the friendly, hospitable families on the Kansas plains, where they invited
him in to a nice, hot lunch elaaday he worked for them, when lunch time cdmee, he
opened his lunch box and ate hiscchinch of sandwiches and fraili alone.

Although the purchase of a bicycle enabled him to get back and forth to his Wk in
orange groves, he missed hisses deadfully, and when he discovered that he could make
more money if he had his own team and some machinery to go with it he shopped around
until he foundwhat he thought to be the best available and felt much more at home with
his team than he ever didling a bicycle.

And he did make more moneBut it also provided a way for the family to travel to
town for church and shopping during the week. It soon became a common sight to see the
Larson family Papa, Mmma, and all six children riding in to Esabdo to church each
Saturday morning, behind the team in their wagon.

Summer passed very quickly, and with the coming of falinaAland Joseph found
themselves looking forward to returning to school. Their English had improved a great
deal, and the teachgfadly started them in galar school. With Alma ten and Joseph
almost eight, their minds were open and most receptive, and the teacher enjoyed watching
them absorb learning so quickly.

The school boasted of only five or six other children, so each stretmived his share
of special help when needed, and each student made good progress. On very special days,
a man the teacher called Elder Ernest Lloyd visited their little school, telling them stories
and playing with them during their recess periodsldzdn were instinctively drawn to
this man of little stature but great faith and love of children.

Sabbaths were\&ery special time to the Larson family. Papa didjo away to work,
the children did@ go to school, and all enjoyed the church serviodhelittle church in
town.

However, the children also looked forward eagerly to Sabbath afternoons. Their
parents, in their wisdom, attempted tarpsomething special to hold the childiemterest.
During thesummerthey went for longvalks around téir little acreagesamplingfirst one
fruit, and then another. Josie called it Aligtle Heaven on eartb.
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Alma, Joseph, and Albert coul@rforget their first experience with ripe olives, fresh
from the tree the first morning that they had arrive&stondido. In the fall, when the
olives ripened, they tried to introduce them to their friends, always enjoying the look on
their faces as they frantically spit the extremely bitter fruit from tiheuths.

Oscar and Josie felt a real sense of contentmetheir home in the country. He still
worked away from home for cash, yet kept tlogin small acreage producing firem.

One evening when Oscar came in from work, he found Alma and Joseph impatiently
waiting for him. He enjoyed listening to them tell tfings learned in school, as it also
broadened his education. But what they told him this particular evening puzzled him.
Joseph blurted oufiPapa, the teacher told us today thatBagh is rountd

Oscar never made snap decisions, but this one reakysome deliberation. He knew
the Earth could not be round, yet he hesitatedriderminethe teacher, so he finally said,
fiBut doesi the Bible teach that thearth has four cornerg?

That ended their discussion, but it gave him something more to abiokt, and he
continued studying ever deeper into the Scriptures. His church responsibilities began to
weigh onhim. While he hada been an Adventist too many years, the church aves|
and it needed all the dedicated help it could muster. Almost frerinie he became a
member, he served first as an elder, and then as head elder.

Elders were considered the church fathers, usually giving the Bible study fid:@te
amservice Sabbath mornings. Oscar spent hours many evenings preparing for those Bible
Studies. Never would he admit to preaching, but the members of the little aletwohed
faithfully each week for his inspirational talks.

Josie not only enjoyed the country atmosphere, but sleéerckin their home. Never in
her wildest deams did she ingane that she would have anything so nice. Only twelve
years old, the builder finished it with heavy redwood siding,tradwith redwaod trim,
even to a square blodk the corner of each dooiSolidly built, and large, with three
bedrooms, a large kitcheand sizeable pantry, a large living room, and also a bathroom,
housing ainc bath tub.

The boys especially appreciated the wood box, which opened to the outside of the
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house, making it possible for them to fill it from the outside and take it out dndice,

to feed the fires. Such a modern home for a family accustomed to a soddy with no bathroom
facilities at all, excepting for a little path that led out back and a wasplagkd in the

center of the kitchen floor at bath time.

Aaron missed livingn town, and one day he approached his moffi@an| go to
town?®

He and Mable had been playing mdladieve games in the yard, and Josie diduen
look up from her work. Assuming that this was part ofrhekebelieve, she answered,
AOh, yeso

To Aaronthis was not makéelieve. He had his motharpermission to go to town,
and off to town he started, walking right along. It didoccur to him that itvould be a
long walk, just that he wanted to go, and now he could

Mable didrit even miss him, thinkinge had just gone ia the house for while, and
Josie was certain thhe had returned and was playing wiable.

As he passed a neighl@®house, the man wasirprisedio see this little chapmuch
too young for school, walking along by himself, scakked himfiwhere are you going?

fOh,| 6 guing to towno

The neighbor was just completing harnessing up his team for a trip into towe, so
said,filém going to town, too. You can ride withe, if you want tod

Aaronts short legs were tiring already, Bos offer sounded pretty good to hiifhe
neighbor helped him climb up apdt him on the seat of the bumkard wagon, righteside
the driver, just as proud as he could be.

Alma and Joseph were on the way home from school when they met the wagon, and
they askedfiwhat are you doing up them@?

fOh, Momma said | could go to tow.

They didr@ say anything. They knew they could trust the neighbor to look after him,
but it concerned them a little about how he had gone off to town by himself. That certainly
wasnd a common thing in those days.

After a while, Aaron returrechome. He had taken no money witlmhiand even if he
had, would have had no concept of how to spend it, but when he rehametie had a
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cardooard box, and he really felt proud of his acptishment. Josie learned a valuable
lesson, and never again answered so quickly or absededly when one of hehildren
made an unusual request.

That school year ended with Alma doing especially well in school. At the age she
started, she learned vergpidly. Joseph also made good progress, and after another
summer working on their miniature farm, Albert joined then when they returned to school

in the fall
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Chapter 9The Peanut Era

In everycommunity,there are welmeaning people who want to be helpful, andtso
is in everychurch When the Larsons arrived in Esclido, the Adventist Church was just
entering the era of the health message. Several of the Escondido families had embraced
vegetarianism, replacingeat with the almighty and versatile peanut.

Some ofthese good people felt it their Christian dutyolucaté this new family with
so many children in ways of more healthful living. Peanuts, the newest fad, seemed to enter
into every discussion. These dear ladies proceeded to tell Josie of the vada@wwspn
providing protein in the family diet, far better than the meat theg used.

Josie respected these Adventists, so much longer in the truth thamdrdecided to
make changes in their eating habits. No more meat of any kind, but peanets/isleape,
form, and fashion showed up on their table.

Peanut soup in the evening, peanut buitethe breadn place of the harmful cois
butter, peanut roasts peanuts, and more pearluts

Oscar found a place in Loma Linda where he could buy peanute k@@ poundbag.
They bought their own mill and made their own peanut butter. Josie tried peanut in almost
every possible way, stretching even her imaginatiging to make them palatable.

The children soon tired of their diet of peanuts, and becanmersuee tired when they
turned the crank of the mill, making peanut butter in large amounts.

The family was also encouraged to use olive oil, which was good for the stomach. While
Josie had never completely removed butter from the table, if olive oil wias fue them,
they must try it.

The children didé join her in enthusiasm over food fads, but they did as they were
told, and when she asked them to find olive trees and see if they could get permission to
pick the olives, they went out each fall, pick@dives, and then took them
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to a factory where they made olive oil.

The factory squeezed the seeds as well as the pulp, and the children feboneesith
a five-gallon can of olive oil. The factory was on the way to schoalheyp picked up the
oil onthe way home from school one day, and then tried to déadebest to use.it

The bitter taste repulsed them, but with those ladies applying pressure omallssie,
of the children, and Oscar, submitted to the indignities of using thedditteroil on bread
in place of butter.

The boys found that if they sprinkled it liberally with salt, they could get it down. In
fact, they came to enjoy the taste of the salt andddidimd the olive oilko much

Poor JosieHer stomach rebelled, and the churchgée@ouldrit understand what had
happened to the formerly robust lady, now feeling poorly so frequently. Theyheink
condolences to her, puzzling over her prahland certain that it must be the diet she fed
her family. The children wholkeartedly ageed.All was well until they tried accepting a
diet they had no way of fully understanding.

The Larsons became wddhown and much loved in the community and church in
Escondido. About two years after they arrived there, the &egNyho had befriendeddim
upon their arrival, needed to make a business trip to San Diego. This meant thatiloey
need to be gone for at least one night, and they had a little Spitz dog that would need care
while they were gone.

The children were acquainted with the littlegd and when they came in from school
and found it tied to theiwagon their first thought was about food. The dihiyg they
could think of to feed a dogas rabbit Of course, the bestay to catcha rabbit would be
to let the dog run it down, so thegdded for the house to ask permission to take the little
dog hunting.

When Josie heard what they proposed, she reminded them that if they untied,the
it would promptly return home again, and they might not be able to catch it.

fiThen how can we get abdait for it?
AWhy dor& you call the ca®?
Why not? Kitty hunted mice, rats, squirrels and rabbits, so they cétiede
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Kitty, Kittyo, and she came on a hard run.

She followed them as ¢ly walked through the orchamdo rabbit. On the other side of
a fence at the back of the orchard, their cow grazed contenWtign theyreached this
fence, they got down on their hands and knees and crawled under. In crawd@ngtbhey
flushed out a rabbit.

Kitty did her best. She ran likecheetahcaught it aftea short chase, grabbed it, and
with one bite, broke its neck, killing it instantly.

But if they thought their troubles were over, they just diktnow. They tried to take
the rabbit away from Kitty, but she would have none of that. Possession is riheedén
the law, and she had the rabbit. She had run it down and killed it, and no way would she
let them have it for a dog or for anything else. That rabbit belotogkeelr.

She started following them back to the house, draggingube jack rabbit betwae
her kegs. The rabbit measured longer in inches tha cat, and finally the childregrabbed
the hind legs of the rabbit, exciting her greatly.

One big jerk,and the rabbit no longer belonged to the cat. As the children cérged
rabbit home, poor Kiy followed them eagerly, hoping for at least a part obite dididt
know that they intended to do just that, and after cutting the rabbit in two pieces, the little
Spitz and Kitty each began their feast. While neither of the animaalsnough to eat, i
satisfied the children, and at that point, satisfying them waspértant
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Chapter 10School Capers

As the school years rolled by, Aaron also started school, and a year later, Mable. They
went to school in the front part of their church, a fine brick buildirige @hildren walked
the two miles or so eachay, but occasionally they caught a ride witheaghbor driving
along the road.

Onemorning a man picked them up in his wagon and they rode with him most of the
way to schoolApparently,he planned to work witdynamite. Loose on the floor of the
wagon were some caps for setting off the dynamite, which was in an open box in the bed
of thewagon.

Albert sav these caps and thought they looked interesting. In facties@sting that he
picked some of them up apdt them into his pocket before gettiogt of the wagon.

As they walked the rest of the way to school, his conscience began to tiathéte
knew that he really shoul@have taken them, but now that he had them, heidktiow
how to get rid of them. & he entered the schoolroom, he saw the pestdation to his
problem.

The stove that warmed the room was burning, and he quickly and unobtrusively tossed
thecapsnto it. Before long theaps started going off, one after the other. The stove danced
all over the floor, and the teagheas upet, putting it rather mildly

When she traced the culprit to Albert, he had to go to the front of the room and confess
to all. He learned his lesson well. Never put dynamite caps infoehbutif you do, dori
get caught

Their churcH® was Iaated in a rather pogpart of town. Homeswere poorly
constructed, and children and dogs were abnindne dog in particulansistedon going
onto the school grounds, probably to play with children, whom it Idetthe® children
especially some of the boys, attempted to drive them away.

40 See photograph of the church in Appendix B.
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This one dog really bothered some of the older boystdtferedwith theirgames, but
mostly it just didi@ belong to the school, and they began discussing tivagitcould do to
discourage it from pestering them.

One recess the teacher dweaird them talking of various means of ridding the school
of this dog once andf all. The words that she ovrard,fitin-canning, struck her as
inhumane, and she sternly warned them against #waranning the poodog. She
mentioned that cruelty to animals is not a Christian virtue, and she thibagbsue closed.

On the way home that day, the dog joined these boys as they sauntered along, and one
of them decided that now teacher had notlicngay about what they did, as loag they
were not on school grounds.

It didn& take very much talking for the other boys to join in the plan. Alberandn
were among the group planning to rid their school of the dog, and they helpdkdendi)
while one of them found a can and put in some rocks. Another produced afpstteg
from his pocket, and before the unsuspecting dog realized what had hapgheneal)
weighed down its tail, rattling in a menacwgy, and the dog was off in a flash.

Ruming wildly, it headed for the only place of refuge it could think of, straight back to
the school yard, and finding the doortte school open, darted inside heading for the
teacherwho stood there terrified of this wHappearing creature fleeing frorhet ever
present rattling can.

The teacher suddenly realized that the dog was running right up to her, andsshe
galvanized into action. In one flying and undignified leap, she landed up on her desk,
yelling for help.

Someonecameto her rescue, manageal ¢alm the dg long enough to get rid of the
noisy tin can, and no more was said thigiht. However, the following maing most of
the children were amazed to find that school diditarton time. The boys involved
realized one thing theywere in for traible.

As the rest of the students waited outside playames the teacher gave them a
thorough discourse on the evils of-ttanning dogs and meted out due punishment, and
opened the doors for the rest of the children tango i

When all were seated, tteacher opened school for the day, and after the usual
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formalities during which the boys waited miserably, she $aidese boys have something
to say to yowd

Albert, eager to get it over with, was first to his feet, and madednydo thefront of
the mom and blurted oufiSorry Itin-canned the dogand returned to hiseat

Aaron followed the lead of his older brother, stumbled to the front of the room and
repeatedfiSorry | tinrcanned the dag and returned to his aewhile the others involved
eachmade his way to the front for hisonfessioro

Of course, not one of them meant a avthrey said, but whether oot they meanit,
the punishment had its desired effect, and never again did either of theassigtin tin
canning a dog.
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Chapter 11Special Guests

Excitement ran high when word filtered through that Sister Ellen G. White would be
visiting their church for anrgire weelend. Josiés bad stomach still plagued her, but when
word went ahead of the small group traveling with Sister White requesting
accomnodationsfor her and her sowillie, Josie listened intently as the various ladies of
the churcifound excuses for not keeping them.

fiNot enough room in our home. We @have them with us one lady commented,
andanotherfildm so afraid that she woul@dhapprove of our eating habits. We dateep
hero, and still anotheiOur homeisnd nearly good enough for heér!

While Josie didd feel at all well, she couldhunderstand these ladies, so helpful in
telling her how to improve her family diet, yetso filled with personal concern and pride
that they would turisisterWhite away. She welinderstood how the members h8ldter
White*! in awe, yet someone must keep her, and finally she spokiShgs welcome in
our homeo

fiBut you still use milk andggs, and sometimes even put butter on your table! What
will she say? Surely you wé@nput those on your table when she is in youmepwill
you?d

fWe are what we ar@responded Josiélf she comes to our home, we will not change
our habits of eating. Mve eat anything that she feels is wrong, | hopdlstedd me about
it.0

Although all the bedrooms in the Larson home were filled, as far as Josie was
concerned, that was the end of it, and when Sister White and her staff arrived, Josie and
Oscarmade heand Willie welcome in their home. Indeed, they considered it a privilege
havingthe paif? staywith them.

Sister White!The girls helped get the house spic and span,oaritie day of their
arrival, they helpedlosie prepare a nutritious me@alr their guests, including soe
homemade bread and a big slab of homemade butter on a dish near Josie.

Friday evening, when they sat at the table, and after the blessing was saidyBitser
looked the table over and exclaimé@fomemade bredd as she helped h&léto some
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of Josiés butter and put it on the nourishing bread.

That was some weekd, and one long to be remembered. Sister White walked over
their small acreage, marveling at the number of fruit trees in their orchard.

While in their home, she talkeslith Josie concerning some of the controversial food
subjects, as Josie lay resting. Her stomach simply caulake all those peanuts without
rebelling, and at times she almost became an invalid, unable to leave her bed.

As Josie expressed Heelings hat without meat occasionally her system simply @idn
work well, Sister White told her that far better she eat meat occasionally than be bedridden
because of a lack of nutrients due to this new diet they @eresdy for just yet. She
explained thatmeateating was no cardinal sin, but it was better for people to wean
themselves from it slowly, as they grewcustomedo using other foods thabuld take
their place in the overall nutritional program.

Josie felt much better in her mind after listeninghtese words of counsel. Following
her visit, Josie decided to do more study for herself and listen lessvielthreaeaningout
misguided ladies of the church, and finally decided, after reading Ji¥8where it states,
Al wish above all tmgs that yowprosper and be in ga healtld, that it didrit sound to her
like she was in such good heal@ertainlynot as good as befosle went on the peanut
butter binge.

When she changed her diet, she was able to be up and about again and her health took
a deciad turn for the better.

Sister Whités visit at this timanvolved attempting to develagn interest in Paradise
Valley Sanitarium, and to raise money to help pay for it. She visited various charches
behalf of the Sanitariurand found good response ionse of them. Oscar felt impressed
to give as much as he was afglat the time, and many lesser amounts enabled the purchase
of the property.

Camp meeting time arrived, and Josie remembered back to the first one she attended,
several years before, so faway that only she and Mable could go. What a difference
Here, the entire family attended, and one year the camp meeting featured dear, elderly,
beloved Elder Loughbough. Although of small staturend rather feeble, he spoke
Daniel 2, his favorite dyect. His enthusiasm made a real impression on the minds of all
who heard him and deepened their desire teehdy whenJesus came.
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Five years after Maude birth, a little brother joined the family. They nanm@ah David
in honor of one of Oscés brotlers.

Josie was very ilvith the flu when he was bornicRly from the very start, it wasome
years before he gained any kind of robust health. Perhaps because of that, he was a much
loved little boy, and with six older brothers and sisters, Josie hatymé helpwhen he
criedd which seemed to the family to be most of the time, at first.

Josie was just regang her health from thépeanut era and still had her ups and
downs. One time she was quite ill, and Oscar calleddcal doctor to make a housall.
Most families still drove the conventional horse and either buggy or wagon for
transportation, but the family doctor was among the first to drive a car. The noise not only
frightened horss in the streets, but childraa well.

David, who was just #oddler, played in the yard at the foot of the driveway. As the
automobile started down the slight incline, David looked up and began to scream. Nothing
anyone could do could stop the screams that came from deep within himtraleole
screams that seshivers of fear through those who heard him.

The car finally parked, and Davglscreans subsided into sobs, and finally he became
quiet, but heeomplained of pains in the abdomen, and when they examined him, found that
his incessant screaming had lefnhwith a double hernia.

Doctors preferred not operating on hernias excepting as a last resort ahéhaiotie
ordered a steel truss. When it began to deform his hip, Josie made a horsapyaué
and eventually he ogtew the hernia, and it gave hinomore trouble.

One day the children came home from schoohvékciting news. The following
weekend, Sister White would be speaking in the church at San Pasqual about fourteen miles
from their home. Ever since her visit in their home, she held a veryabpéace in their
hearts and that evening they discussed the possibility of their being able to drive over to
hear her speak again.

Their transportation was a spring wagon with two seats. It also boasted of a tap, and
fringe around the edge. With a faynof nine, even though David was quite small, they
couldr all ride in that one wagon, and they were faced witliieanma until Joseph and
Albert cane up with what appeared to thebrilliant idea. They would ride their bicycles
If they could go in tat way, the rest of the family could crowd into the arag
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Their parents contemplated this idea. The boys rode them often, and if they stayed close
by the wagon it would be all right, but could they really get the others all in for such a long
ride?

Theylooked the wagon over, planned where they could put boxes for extra seats, and
decided that they would plan to attend on Sabbath morning.

Going by horsadrawn wagon is a slow process, but after getting a very early start and
encouraging the horses to walk fast as possible, they finally arrived for the 11260
preaching service. Joseph and Albert rode along with the wagon, sometimes ahead,
sometimes behind, but always within viewing distance. When the younger children tired
of sitting on the hard boxethey stood for a while.

The going was rough, and the fetorfive-hourtrip tired all of them, but they sat as
united family through the preaching service enthralled thithmessage, taken from John
15verse five, which reads| am the vine, and ye atke branches.

At the close of the service they lunched in the church yard. Josie had prepared a dessert,
special for Sabbath dinner, a lovely bread pudding, and after a brief regiraadsisiting
with members of othechurches and seldom seen, theyiad@aded into theiwagon and
started for home, another five hours of bumping and jouncing on roads that left a great deal
to be desired, yet with their hearts warmedhying seen Sister White againd hearing
her message.

Sister WhiteGs reason for maRg this trip herself was to continue her fundraising for
Paradisé/alley Sanitarium. They could tell that she had aged some since the Wetrin
home and ovédreard someone remark that the trip had been very difficult for her, and that
they doubted thtashe would ever againavel so far from a railroad.

She had a very real burden for tBianitarium When looking for a site for it, she had
been shown a place withisting buildings. She exclaimadhen they went to look adhat
piece of propertyiiBrethren, this is the exact building that | saw in my vision. | urge you
to buy itd

She discovered that the faith of the brethwas weak indeed, so decided that she would
do some soliciting on her own. She found two or thtéerswho were willing to helpn
a substantial way, and they set to waalsingthe $8000 necessary to purchase then
existing buildings and about 30 acres of land.
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Between the efforts of the three of them, they raised the money and made the purchase.
Oscar had donated a large swonsidering the times and circumstances under which he
lived when Sister White visited in their home. Many othassf® sacrificed to make the
purchasepossible.

After buying the land, they discovered that water was very scarce. The fact was, there
was o water on the land, and rain was scafde question that loomed in the minafs
all concerned wasiWhat are we going to do about getting water so that we can develop
this Sanitarium Sister White has been shown we are to build?

Many skeptics said it eddnd@ be done. Just money down the drain, jusiaate.But
Sister White urged them to drill a well, and told them that she had seen amplenkater
vision.

They hired a man to dig this well. He lived in Escondido, and the Larson family knew
him well. His method consisted of one man digging with a picksrave] and another at
the surface who drew up the dirt in buckets with a windlass.

After he dug down to a considerable depth, he had the man at the surface lower a bucket,
and he stepped into it anehs hauled to the top of the large, dry hole. He wespeak
with Sister White, who left the room where she rested met with him in conference. He
told her how deep he had gone, and that in his opinion, it was useless to put any more
money into diggig any deeper. She must have misunderstood. The hole was dry,
completely dry, and he had no hopes that he could ever reach water.

She asked him to return and continue digging, and that she would go backdorher
and pray. He accepted her advieturnedto the well, and as he was being lowered into
the well, heard a little sound that interested him. It almost sounded like @i¢kig of
water, and when he stuck his pick into the side of the well, a stream of water gushed through
the hole and into theeall. He called for help, for the man at the toptdl him out quickly,
and this well continued to be a source of good water for manyfgedne Paradise Valley
Sanitarium

“Thewor d fdal sodo was added in editing.
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The years sped by. Alma finished the eighth grade and beg&amgm homes tdelp
increase their income. Oscar found that even with his team and machinerya%80
didnd take care of their growing needs. Joseph and Albert worked out for diffenewetrs
after school and on Sundays, and during the summels Alma cut apricots, they worked
for poultry farmers and other ranchers, doing odd jobs, living away from lcumeg the
week and returning home for weekends.

Eventually, Alma found permanent lane work for the Marcus family in San Pasqual,
helping inthe home with the hous®rk and also caring for the children.

Joseph and Albert also livad during the week, and one Friday afternoon while
walking homehey got caught in a heavy rain storm. Arriving home, they were both soaked
to the skin, but the haaty stove soon warmed them up, they dried their clothes, and after
they prepared for the Salibathey felt more human again.

The following day, Sabbath, after attending chusetvices in the morning, the boys
walked back to the church in the afternoontfeir young peopli meeting. Oscavalked
with them, as it gave him a chance to talkhwhis older boys, nearing maood.

As they returned home, Albert got a sharp pain in his side, a pain so sevheedbiald
hardly continue walking. Even restingteome dididt ease the unbearable paamd when
his parents finally decided they had better call a doctor, henakag the problem as
pneumonia.

Albert was desperately ill for well over two weeks. His fever raged out of control,
reaching 10%F, where itremained for almost two weeks, going up to 2B86or a short
periodof time.

He was deliriousmost of that time, having horrible nightmares. At times he became
violent, evenvicious tearing the bedclothes from the bed. Atesttimes, although still
delirious he quieted down but picked cherriemm the bed osaw snakes going upe bed
post
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and stare down at him. He féklplessyet unable to do anything abaut

The very worst nightmare of all involved Aaron, the brother next to him. betieum,
it seemed that Aaron hdmben irt* a terrible accident, although just what it had beeis
unclear, and he stood at the side of Alteebied with his head completely openedangl
his brains showing through the break in the skull. This nightmare estunhaunt m
repeatedly, driving him even more out of his mind.

The doctor dicall that he could, but nothingeemed to be of any value. At the end of
the second very bad week, he told the family that they @eedt him againfiThis will
bemy last vsit. | wond@ come back. There is no need for me to come. Tieere more that
| can do. His fever has been too high too long, and the human brain simjlstaad that.
Even if he recovers, whidndoubt, you ca@ expect his brain to evée the samagaino

It was a very worrisome time for the entire family. Josie nursed him day andght,
she refused to give up on him. Finally, after the doctor left saying that he \Gioetiamn,
they decided to call the minister and ask for special prayer.

The minister arrived, and he requested that the entire family join him in prayer. As he
prayed, heanointedAlbert and claimed the promises of God, andedskat if it beHis
will Albert be restored to his family and completely healed

As he completed his pyar, the fevebroke, Albert opened his eyasd recognized the
entire family standing around his bed, including Aaron. Tailnightmare stil haunted
him, and he felt special pleasure in seeing Aaron standing beside him ihepitid

Once the fever fioke, the family called the doctor again. #st, he refused tsee
Albert, insising that it would only cost themnother house call, which had neastpken
them financially as it was, but when thegrsuadetiim that Alberés fever had broken, he
seened alert, and seemed to be thinking rationally, he returned and could belidie
his eyes.

By the time the doctor arrive, Albert was ravenously hungry. It had been over two
weeks since he had even been conscious, but the doctaitsang, let himeat Dond feed
him, it will kill him. o

Poor Albert But the doctor tldl Josie how to provide just enough to keep him going
until his stomach could do its job again.

“Replaced Ahad hado with Ahad been indo to avo
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figs, ever so little at a time.

Albert coud have eaten a cow, and small pieces of fruit@isinany way satisfhis
craving for food, but he was at the mercy of the doctor and his mother, so he chewed each
tiny piece of fruit thoroughly, savoring every drop of juice.

His extremeweakness whendregained consciousnessirprisedhis family. Where
before he had been uncontrollably violent at times and needed restraining, now lse was a
weak as a kitten, unable to even lift his hand from the bed.

The doctor assuretthemthat this was quite normal, a@rthat it would probably be a
long time until hewould be strong agairBoth of his lungs were completely filled with
fluid, with the exception of one small spotanelung. However, in time this cleared, and
Albert joined the family in giving praise tbe Lord for miraculously returning to hims
life, which had been just hanging by a thin thread.

His lungs were badly scarred, and the scarring remained to remind him of the
miracubus healingfiSurelyp his parents saidithe Lord must have a mighty woitr him
to doo
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Chapter 13New Frontiers

Joseph and Albert still attended the little church scdaahg thewinters. During the
yearthat both Joseph and Albert took the ninth grade, Oscar and Josie did some serious re
evaluating of their circumstances. They wanéegood education for their children, yet it
appeared that while Escondido had been the place for them to settle in, perhaps the time
had come to move on.

They began hearing rumors of new land being opened up to settlers farther north in
California. Sevaal members of the Escondido congregation became interestegeand
up to investigate. They liked what they found. Raw land, mostly flat, with abunddnt
grasses growing on it. Fertile soil, ample water far tligging, and they wonderedat
more a farly could want.

The first town they heard of was Modesto, but wieytooked into that, the land was
already much too gh for them to think bbuying. Someone read auvertisemenin a
Los Angeles paper about land being opened up in Madera Counthisimderested them
in going up to see for themselves iMasas good as the others reported.

While this was being done, excitement began building again around Escondido. The
annual fairhad become quite an event. Josie and Oscaddkl that muchitme needed
to be spent there, but it was only abawquartemile from their place, and each year they
spent half a day looking at the many things on display, and the children looked forward to
their fiday at the faio

While strolling around the groundsey learned that this year something new had been
added to increase the interest and attendance at the fair. The man in charge promised to
give a washing machine to the family with the most children. Josigidmdy much
attention Never before had sheom anything, and surely there were other families with as
many and perhzs even more children than they had.

The next day the washer would be awarded, and as they walked to the various displays
the man in charge saw them and made a point of speakingherthabout trying to win.
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It appeared to him that the interest was so low as to be almost nonexistent, and he feared
that no one would show up to claim the wasi#&/ond you please dress your family up

and come over, just in case? You would like a new imgsmachine, would#é you he

asked, turning to Josie.

She pondered that last. How would she know whether or not she would like a new
washing machine? The only thing she knew has scrubbing the laundry on a wash board,
but sheheard herself agreeing tolaast get the family there in time for the contest the next
afternoon, and the official left feeling much better. At least one family would bée there

Poor Alma. She was no child, yet she happened to be home. Joseph and Alidert didn
fed much better about, but obediently they dressed in their Sabbath best and walked the
shat distance to the fair grounds.

The boys had watched the horse race earlier that afternoon from the front porch.
Admittedly, it was frustrating when you could see everything butitiehfline, but it was
better than not being ablewatch at all.

They arrived just in time to hear the man telling about what a wondedsihing
machine it was, and ask who would be the lucky family. Who had the most children?

Dead silence fell over thgroup of people standing around him. He waited, and waited,
and continued waiting, but there was not one family that showed up to run any kind of
competition, so he announced that the prize went to the Larson family, with seven children.

Children Alma wished a hole would open up and swallow her, and the older boys
would gladly have gone along with her, but when they saw the look of pleasure ds Josie
facewhen she really saw theonderful machine, they felt ashamed of their feelings and
werehappy for he Included with the prize was a huge fruit cake, frosted prettily.

Advertisedas fully automatic, when they got tiveasher home they soon found out
whatfifully 0 automated it. It had a handle, and someone had tepgulktihe entire time it
took to do thavashing. Albert took his turn, then it went to Aaron, who in turn gave it to
Joseph who soon found other pressing things to do and even the girls took their turns at
working that washing machine. If they worked too slowly, they were late for school.

The washing machine proved a real blessing for them, and had an added lzonus
wringer, which worked with a hand crank. Sometimes one worked at it, sometimes two,
but between
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them they got the laundry out each week with the new automatic washing maahrne,
for being the family with the most children in Escondido.

The fruit cake served as dessert in lunch pails for many weeks, weighing around fifty
pounds. A real treat, when it took everything Oscar could make just to keep theobarest
necessities on the table

Oscafs cattle herd now numbered four, so they had all the milk they could drink,
cottage cheese, and butter. In fact, Josie had long been making heswgeidyutteiand
selling or trading it to a local merchant in town. The children were aggjlainéd with
the churn, alsdlautomati®, only instead of going back and forth, as with thashing
machine, it went up and down.

Several ladies in the community made butter, and each had her own distinctive mold.
Some would prefer one butter over another, whén customers asked for butter, they
always put a name in front of it, hoping that the kind they liked best would be available.

Partiallydue to this demand for her butter, Oscar had always had at least one cow, and
usually more. There was a little pagtdior them at the back of the property, and after they
were milked, the cows were returned to thmisturewhile the mik was putinto tin pans
for the cream to rise.

These pans were taken to the stémendation tank house, where the milk cool&fier
the cream rose to the top and the milk clabbered, Josie skimmed the cream from each pan,
putting it into the churn. Then the children went to work, churning the soured oream
butter.

When she had enough butter, she usually also had a few extra egbsfvaeen the
two it helped in trading for groceries and staples at the local grocery.

Josie preferred the butter form with the pretty design in it, but when she traded butter
for supplies, she used thguare one, more uniform in siz@ne form fullweighed exactly
one pound, and sold as a full, square block.

Alma continued workingut, usually making aboutZ50 a week, and living in. Not
big money, but she was proud of her contribution to the famiiynited income. While
still in school she became acdutad with a boy a couple of years older than she by the
name of August Hemme, a good German boy. He saw in her the makings of a good, thrifty
wife, and decided to see more of her, if possible. When he heard of a possible move to
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Madera County, he also t@me interested, as he had no intentions of letting Almthget
far away. He wanted to keep in touch with her, for sure.

They saw each other sociallyaasionally, and while his motoycle terrified her at
first, he even persuaded her to ride with hitiree or two.

On advice of some who had gone up before, one of the Escondido members made a trip
up to the Great Valley, to the County of Madera, and liked the land so much that he bought
a parcel immediately.

Letters reached his brother, who talked witlc@sand another member or two, and
they decided to make the trip themselves and see if it did hold promise for them.

They went up by train, found the former member, who showed them around and
introduced them to the land agere showed them around somemmdrying to encourage
them. He explained about the beautiful road planned one day to be lined with palm trees
oneither side and gfor miles out through rich farlands. With a bit ofmagination they
could see the tiny palms, already planted, growipaglbit, but the beautifubad took a
bit more imagination, as it wa@much more than a wagon trail at the time.

The agent thought he would hear from them again in a very short time, but some time
passed as the men talked with theiregand familiesk@out this new lace with the Indian
name of Chowchilla. Land was fertile, but also the pmaes higher than they had
anticipated. Moving a family of growing children from a lovely home, from all the fruit
and garden in their own yard, to a place whereethvas othing but prairie gasses and no
homes took a lot of consideration.

When the agent didhhear from them in some time, he made a trip to Escondido,
lookedthe Larson place up, and made them a deal for trading their place in on one up north.
He offered them a good price for their place,080, much more thahe $1500they paid
for it, and that looked tempting, on the surface. But the rest of the deal looked a lot like a
mighty big gamble. The condition of the sale depended upon their buyingothfeer
times the value. They would have no cash to get a new start, as the cash from their Kansas
property had dwindled to almost nothing.

They made it a subject of prayer, and the answer appeared clear when“a fioemd
Kansas days approached themyisg, fiMy family would like to go along with you to
MaderaCounty. We have our place for sale in Kansas, and when it wefl pay you
cash and

45 Mable Larson Webb McMillen identifies the family that one of the sections went to as the
Burquists.
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buy one of your parcels fe can go up now and work oraihd begirimproving ito

They had been good frida in Karsas, in fact, the little Seventihay Adventisichurch
had met in their home, and Oscar had no reason for not trusting them compteteithe
strength of this promise, they agreed to the aggmbposition, signed the pamand made
plans fortheir second major move.

The firstmove had takefithem to a land of plenty, and where this move would take
them, they didr@@ know. They only knew that they needed more land for the boys to work,
to makemore money to put their young people through screul, they felt that the Lord
must bdeading them once again, as He had led them in the past, toward that goal.

“®Replaced the fione tooko .with fimove had taken
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Chapter 14Beginning Again

They handled things entirely differently this time when they made their move. They
sold very little, keeping all their furnituréarm machinery, and the livestock. Theynted
a box car and loadexVerything into it, even a wattb full of plants that Josieoped would
grow when they arrived. In fact, she took a sample of all different kingdawits and
flowers out of their gareh and stuck them into that wash.

Oscar told her of the growing conditi® there, as he had lived theseveral months
before they made the final move, attempting to get something fit for them to live in
temporarily, and starting nice garden, includghwatemelons.

Josie had a few misgivings about roughing it again. Before she left the hodle for
last time, she told the ageifilow | wish | could take the house with mdéb whichhe
replied,iGo ahead

That really hurt, because he already had plangearing the house down, leveling all
the land, and starting a nelevelopmentWhen she heard that, Josie decided to take along
the old zinc bath tub, and none of them ever regretted that decision.

Oscar selected Joseph, as oldest of the boys, taviidehe livestock and furnishings
in the ninefoot box, or furniture car. First loaded overe the cattle and horsdajthful
and dearly loved Kate and Sue. Knowing that they would be making a move, Oscar had
purchased some hajrown calves, in additioto the cows they already owned

These were loaded into sort of stalls, so that Joseph could get to them and water and
feed them, as well as milk the four cows each day. The other furnishings werel&daded
making it difficult to get in and out.

Above the cattle, they built a platform, or second floor. On this they put things like
barbed wire and other smaller things. Everything they would need, they musDaiop.
of the entire load, clear up just under the top of the car, they fixed a pladeséph to
sleep. Each night he pushed himself back into the narrow plabeyot everenough room
to turnover.

Another friend of the family, Mr. M eson}’ also moving up to Mada County, rode
in

47 Mable Larson Webb McMillen reported that a large group of SevdayhAdventist families
including the Millesons, Larsons, Peters, Browns, Nightingales, Husteds, Bancrofts, and
Burquists, moved from Escondido to Chowchilla.
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the box car with Joseph, as they shared the samt eas farming all the way, with the
livestock to feed each day, as well as take care of their needs concerning water and feed,
and milk the four cows. At seventeen, that was a lot of responsibility, but Jaseph
accustomed to hard work, as was the engirailfy.

As a precautionary meai®, they loaded on extra barrels of water, as well as thane
enough feed to make the trip.

The rest of the family left earlier élsame day on a passenger train, leaving Joseph
completely on his own, so far as the Lai@omorldly goods wereoncerned, when they
pulled out of the station at Escondido around 8:00 am. The spur took them to Oceanside,
andit seemed that theyasted a lot of time before finally getting on the main track and
starting north to San Bernardino, tiirst checkpoint.

Darkness enveloped the courgige when they arrived in San Bernardino, where they
weighed the box car and found that they were very much overweight. That meant they
would have to pay extra demurrage before they could unload, but Hogyed them to
continuethe trip.Alf only they had knowr Joseph thoughiiSo much of the stuff we have
in here isiit worthwhat we will have to pay to unload it when we get thiere.

After the indeterminable waiting time for weighing, they rolled theocérto the cattle
yard. The passenger train had not made the lersfitipover, and bateen the time it had
gone aheadnd this freight train prepared to go over the pass, a flash flooddsekd out
the railroad tracks for about 150 feet, and repaird imeisnade before theypuld makelte
trip over the Tehachapi Pass

The yard marwent down the long line of catslling everyone that themust unload
all livestock untilthey could get the train undeay again. Joseph saitiNo, we cad
unload.Come andldl show you whyo

He showed the man that their entire load would have to be taken out to get to the cattle
and horses. He also showed him the extra barrels of water and abundance of fead they
on board in case of an emergency, and this appearegch tashén emergency.

The man seentkequite impressed with the fah®mught and agreed to allow them to keep
their livestock in the car while track repairs were madesre were times, however, that
Joseph rather wished that they could unload them, as thevagaiost oppressive.

He watched as the other cars unloaded thegocaf cattle and sheep. One aar
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particularinterested him, as it was a tvdecker and loaded on both decks with sheep.

The stock yard attendants knew just howget sheep unloaded, érset about
persuading the sheep to leave the car. Sheep judtrdowe by themselves. They have to
havesomething to follow, like dragging one of them out. Then the rest would follow. But
thatis the difficult way to do it, and the stock yard had solthesl by training twananny
goats, and training them well.

When they callediHere, Nannyg, one of the gats went running to the car, up tiaenp,
and jumped across the backs of the crowded sheep to the back side of the car.

They called her again, and thisie when she went to them, all the sheep followed her
out of the box car and down the ramp into the stock yard. After the first deck had been
cleared, they sent the second goat up the ramp to the deck above, and when they called her
down, all the sheep upere followed her, and in a very short time the car was completely
emptied.

Two days had already gone by. Joseph knew that the passenger car with theisest of
family had cossed the g@ss ahead of the flood and hoped they waiildorry too much
abouthim.

Early on the morningf the next day the train loaded again and pulled out afdttke
yard at SamBernarding and from there the trip took only a matter of hours. Wherirain
reached th@ass, the engineer wouldrallow Joseph to ride in the rcaith the stock as it
was considered too dangerous. He didbject, as the height that he rode accented every
little movement until it sometimes felt that the car would topple over. After caring for the
livestock, he rode in the caboose.

To cross the mantains, the train had one engine in front, another in the middleg and
third at the rear. There were eigiitye cars, and as they climbed the mountaintiseard
the top of thepass, the tracks circled the side of the mountain. At one paaking outof
the back of the caboose, it appeared that the lead engine of anotheatdieading right
for them. Atfirst, he didrit realize that it was their traon a different level of tracks.

They reached Chowchill@bout the middle of that day, a very daty in midJune and
it was with eagerness and a little reservation that Joseph unloaded his trusty bicycle and,
following his fathegs instructions, started out the long, dusty ride to their
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land just off the main road out of town, a roatlethRobertsa Boulevard. Oscaradtold
Joseph that it was named after one of the men that started opening the land development in
that part of the country.

Joseph noted the young palm trees alond@Bihevard just as he had been told, and
could see that, althoughdy were still young, it showed promigkbeing a beautifullrive
some day in the future. Many things interested him as he rode along. One man was
operating a combine with thidiyvo horses working at one time. The combine had an
extension on it so that cut twentysix feet at oneswath Never had he even thought of
anything so wonderfuHow he envied the man who sat there and s@eg, o r HaWo,
and the horses obeyed without hesitation.

By midafternoon, it seemed that the heat became almost too tmbetar.Surely,he
must be naring the place to turn off the main road, but he could see nothing that looked
like the landmarks his father had told him to look for. The roadway, prepared for paving,
made riding aeal chore. Rocks covered the rdmedl, nany with sharp edges, forcing him.
to watch carefully as he rode along.e#t@ring in the afternoon heat.

Finally, he came to a place where some men were working. They had a well there and
were building a tankouse out of concrete. He stopped and askieel dould have a drink
of water, and after refreshing himself, he asked if they knew anything about the Larson
groupthat had®recently moved in. One of the men laughed and $wlithy, youdre not
even halfway yet

Certainly not the most encouraging wotdshad ever heard, but heunted his bike
and continued ridingownthe apparently endless road. The hot wind burned his face, and
soon his entire head and body felt the effects of the baking heat. He realized that he must
get out to their claim and lehém know that the cattle had arrived, anddine dropped
quickly, ever lower in the west.

How the family rejoiced as Joseph wearily rode his ddeyp the dusty road that
eveningd But their relief and joy was no greater than that of Josephethately tey took
two teams anavagons and started back to the statiimey made much better time with
the teams, and after tsen dropped below the horizon tteemperaturelropped somewhat
It was late evening by the time they reached the depot, paid the extreraige, androve
the horses and wagons as close to the train as possible. Everyone pitched in and

Il nserted thadw@woidsegdiithag.
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helped with the unloading, so it took a short timantoadthe few things necessary before

they could get their own wagon out. THerded the wagons, eviially geting to Kate

and Sue, and later to the cattle. While one of the men harnessed the horses, the others
unloaded the furnishings and tools, machinery, and other supplies onto the farm wagons.
Next camehe household furnishings, and when the tealfteg the last wagon from the

box car, they hathreewagons full of household and farm supplies.

The livestock remained to drive down a ramp prepared for them. After being cooped
up in that box car for so long, it took little urging to get them out. ¢h the liberty they
felt as they walked into the cool evening air and thellsohthe breezes inspired them to
take off a bit faster than anticipated.

Between the two hopeful families, they had four rnoitkvs three hders, and one calf.
The evening dusstill lingered as they left town. The cattle started out fast enough, but
soon they tired, and as darkness dropped, they began straying from the raaeénTdred
boys found it difficulttrying to keep them together on the road, angasnear 900 pm
when they finally arrived at the plathey would call home for a while, at leas

By the time they got the animals fed and watered, milked the cows, and bedaded the
down, it was well past their baéthe, and all dropped into an exhausted sleep. Riding out
of town on a bicycle in the heat of the day, chasing cows and their young completed a very
wearing day for Joseph. How he wished he could have time to get a good look at the
property they must now develop into a farm and home, but that would wait urdiirtomn
whenthere would be much to do
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Chapter 15Building a New Life

Joseph found his family sharindarge, square tent with three other families. e
measured36 153 with one pole holding up another, which in turn, held ugsities and
center of the ten

All they had taken with them was their suitcases, expecting Joseph to arrive within a
day or so with the rest of their belongings, so they had moved into this tent on a very
temporary basis, and now that their furnishings had arrived, they moved tiveanbarn
Oscar had built before they moved up. He intended using it for a calf shed lafer,that
time, It s er vhode. ldehadihaxpmedted thd bath tulx buBabviere pleased
that it was numbered among iheirnishings, and to or®de they added a ledo, installed
the zinc tuband frequently used this afterthought convenience

While the family didi@ make the move until June of 1914, Oscar had moved up in
February and spent most of his time on their new ranch, waiting for gcHebbut so that
the rest of the family could follow him.

He divided his time between preparing his own land, leveling, a little planting, and
working out for others to make enough cash to dig a well. He hired a Mr. Bennett to dig
this well that would b used for irrigation of the crops, and watched with interest asthe
up his little derrick to haul out the dirt.

However, he dug the well by hand. The square shaft hadch on it and a pipe on the
winch, so that two men could walk around and aroumbasiound. They went down about
thirty-five feet, but it took only fifteen feet of drilling to fineater. He insisted on a sand
base, and Oscar agreed that it would make a better well.

In addition to these simple tl®p he had a simple pipsutterand eqigpment to lower
the casing as thevell became deeper. How the kan boys wished for this simple
equipmentvhen they decided to save money and dig the well for domestic use themselves!
Their equipment consisted of a post hole digger, but it did the jdéd dy a lot of hard
work onthe part of the boys.

At the time Oscar went to Chowchillakebruaryseveral other families made th@me
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decision.One man took his wifand she cooked for everyarigut most of the families had
children in school and waidefor early summer to make the final move

Each of these men built a dwelling of a fashion for their families, as well as avéled
and planted garderso that,when their families joined them, they would have fresh
produce

They pumped all watdsy hand, even for their gardens. None of those who made the
move had enough money to build proper houses, but each did the best he could with what
he had

The Land Compangold 108,000 acres in this are#@hin a few months, adding more
to it later. They delibetely overst, fully expecting to rpossess part of it when it had
been improved. While some may have lost their property in this way, the Lavedted
hard as a family unit, and while the going was extremely rough for a couple of years, they
stuck itout and fooled the local agent.

One of the first things considered by the small group of SexdayhAdventists that
went up in February was a place to worship. No church buildings had as yet been
constructed in the area, even in town, so they began maetthe home of the Husteds,
knowing that it mattered not to God whether the place be shanty or a cathedral, if they
loved Him and gave of their best efforts to Him. Husketiouse had the largest living
room, and they felt the presence of the Lord ay thershipped there from Sabbath to
Sabbath.

Oscar had been elder in Escondido, and when they started the little company in
Chowchilla, they elected him elder there, so for a very brief time, he was technically an
elderin both the Escondido and Cholilla places of worshipHe became one of the
charter members of the Cholilla Churchwhich officially organized in April, and as soon
as it was organized, he requested that his membership be moved from Escondido to
Chowchilla.

Land in the Chowhilla area appead to be level until they tried irrigation. However,
it was very fertile, and just before Oscar returned to Escondido to harvest crops previously
planted there, he cut 20 acres of wild hay, coragawainly of filaree and cloveThis
made excellentupplemental feed for the cattieghen they arrived

Oscafs return to Escondido shortly before school turned out for the sumar&ed
the end of their present lifestyle and the beginning of anoBexof the biggest reasons
for making the move was to furtheducational opportunities fdheir children. They
realized that schooling would be even more limited in Gitnola, but they planned on
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farming and making enough money to send them to boarding school as they reached that
age. And already Joseph and Albghould have gone on to schoBut it soon became
apparent that no one would be able to go away to school that first year. Joseph and Albert
didnd mind at all. They enjoyed the hard work of the farm, and even Aaron, not yet finished
with elementary scha, decided not to return to school that first fall.

Their first job was to gather in the wild hay Oscar hadetore returning to Escondido.
They were thrilled to fid that it averaged.btons to the acre. Using it assupfpement for
the cattle, theyed from that stack of hay for two years.

Alma stayed home that June, too, helping out in the Yiblen needed, pumping water
by hand, and helping her mother get the living quarters in orddulynshe found work
in the home of the Thornt@rin the little town of Chowehilla, helping with house work
and caring for their children while Mr Thornton helped her husband opethtar little
store.

AugustHemme renewed his efforts to win the love of this quiet young lady, and before
the summer was past, thannounced plans for their wedding, which they wanted on
Thanksgiving Day, November 26.

Josie and Oscar had mixed emotions about losing their eldest daughter, but while he
was not Swedish, August was a hardworking young man and a fine Christian, and they
comforted themselves in that thought.

With the arrival of théiAdventist Movement, as some chose to call it, other problems
arose. While théving room of the Husted home had served adequately before the families
of the men arrived, it suddenly becamestnoramped. A board meeting was held and plans
began to get underway for the building of a suitable church for their needs.

The Land Company was approached and generously agreed to donate one acre to them
in the heart of the community where most of thewedi to be used for the building of a
church

After plans were laid, they discussed the names of several for supervising thegbuildin
Bancroft seemed tHegical man for the job. He had brought his carpetatols along, and
had a limited knowledge of tHauilding trade. With much planning and hard work on his
pat and the capable heof other members as they were able to get free from working on
their
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ranches and farms, the church slowly began to take shape

However, by Septembevhen school was to stait had not yet reached completion,
soschool started in the same living room that served as a church on Sabbath nf8rnings.
Each child took melon crates, orange boxes, or anything that could possibly be used as a
seat or table, and while itasted in a ery humble way, to them it was their school, and
they were proud of it.

The Husteds must have felt a sense of relief when the church was finally completed.
No longer did they have to move boxes and crates to one side each Friday afternoon and
install bencles, which had to beoved to the side on Sunday to makem for the boxes
and crates for another week of school. Yet, they never complained, and their home was
used ina mighty way for the services of the Lord.

As soon as they could get free from theimdarm, Oscar handled it alone and the three
oldest boys, Joseph, Albert, and Aaron found work on a demonstration farm, oarbgd
the Land Company. They earned $1.00 a day each, and while d@ didmt up forvery
much very fast, theproudly carriedheir money bme each pay day.

They proved to be good workers, honest, not shirking even the hardest, dirtiest tasks,
and soon their seices were in demand among other farmé&se man, recently from
ImperialValley, planted a large acreagecemtaloupsand needed lots of help at harvest
time.

He gave each of the boys a burlap bag which they hung from their shoulders. As they
filled the bags, they emptied them into wagons that stood waiting. The hard work, and the
use of muscles unaccustomed to bendind carrying such loads, proved too much, and
all three of them contracted pleurisy which incapacitated them for several weeks. While
the backoreaking work might not have been of their choice, they still missed being able to
work in the fields they alregchad come to love

Even as they worked out, they still helped with chores at home as much as they were
able. All irrigation water must be hapdmped and hauled in barrels out to the garden and
newly planted orchard. The cows must be milked each mormdggain in the evening

Their days were long and tiring. Up by 4:00 am, they fed@itbeand started milking
around 430am After finishing themilking, they separatetthecream, at¢heirwell earned
and hearty breakfasts, dworked in the fields &bay, with tme out for a briefunch.

49 See picture of first school in the Husted living room in Appendix B.

Page|68



No Sacrifice Too Great Chapterl5Building a New Life

At 4:30 each evening the entire process started again, and by the time thieishad
the evening chores and eaten a nourishing meal, they were tired enough theskiepp
of the very weary. To be sure, tHegd no time or energy for getting into mischief, although
they spiced up some of their jobs with a bit of tomfoolery.

However difficult the work was, the boys enjoyed it. The entire move had begesadf
interest to them, as none of thénad ever workedni the fields to this degree. They soon
found that while the work was batkeaking at times, there were rewards that more than
compensated for their efforts. Like eating watermelons that Gachaplanted in the early
springbefore the family made the mave

After getting in his few garden things, he planted about an acre of land to watermelons,
then took a train back to Escondido to harvest crops there, leaving things to drest as
they could in Chowchilla.

The melons did exceptionally well. Water, attttiae, was so near the surface that the
roots extended down to reach tineisture, and by the time the family made theve in
June, they found watermelons close to a foot long.

Oscar and the family were elatésuch a wonderful crop, their only cash oaedthe
very first year, at that. As the melons ripened, the family ate all they could then sold a few
around, but too many others had similar ideas, and they found that there masket
neaby.

They couldidt let all those luscious melons go to wasted another neighbor or two
also had good crops, so they chartered a freight car and shipped out a load e $edin
company finally told them that the market had dropped owiadérmelons, anshstead of
making money on the deal, they ended up p@yor the freight of taking them.

The boys felt especially badly about it, because they had made special trips to
Chowchilla, a drive of an hour or more, and felt that they had a bit invested intdeem,
They remembered the year, not too long beforeerwtheir father had heard of an
abandoned watermelon field in Escondidad driven his team and wagon out to the field,
and when he returned with his wagon loaded with good melons, had sold them as he drove
through the streets of Escondido to the peopleghy for melons, before taking the rest
home for the family to enjoy.

But that was all behind them, and now they were faced with a good crop of melons and
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no market for them at all.

Then they ovdreard someonmention that a tribe of Indians came dowrMimturn, a
place they had heard of about two hours drive away, to pick wine grapes each summer. The
suggestion, that of taking a wagaadl over to try to sell, appealed to the bars] one
Sundaymorning they loaded up the wagon bright and earlyhe norning and started
driving towardMinturn.

As they nearetlinturn, they noticed many vineyards wfne grapes and remembered
hearing of a winery doing business there. Butturn was a long ways from home, and
theyhad never been over that way.

Sunday washeir day off from working out, and it also was the day the Indians rested
from work in the vineyards. As they turned from the main road, they had decided to sell
them for 1@ a piece, and as they crossed the railroad tracks, they were startletlaithen
adozen or more young Indians rode up on their horses, yelling, screaming, theakirlg
noises that frightened th@ys out of their wits at first.

Joseph held the s tightly in his hands, and it took all his strength to tioédterrified
horses an#teep them from bolting

After things had settled down a bit, the boys began safiviglons, 1@ a pieceo

The Indiansall dismounted, leamg one man holding all the re, and looked the
melons over. Oscar told the boys to take only the very largestiraasd, and now they
were grateful for his good advice. The melons sold well, and when the Indians bought all
they wanted, Joseph drove the team on down toward the Indian camp, where they met the
squaws and lmer men

Again, the Indians surrounded the wag@although more quietly thisnte, talking
among themselves, and Albert did a good business selling the melong feactO Bit
with Joseph holding the teaamd Albert mly able to be in one place at a time, he noticed
thatsome of the Indians were tagimelons from the back of the wagon and walking away
with them. There seemed nothing he could do about it, and shortly business slowed
somewhat.

The afternoon wawaning, and soon it would be time to milk. They didmant totake
any melons back home withem, so they decided to lower the price to $1.00 for arjoze
expecting the rest to sell quickly, but the Indians calilse@em to understand that it was
bargain, and while they continued buying slowly fog Hach, none of them would pay
any
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more tharthat, so the boys stayed on until the last melon sold, then headed the team back
toward home, conmced that they could makpretty good money each Sundayhey
continueddelivering melons to the little camp. In fact, when they counted their money,
theyfelt they were rich, with several dollars in their pockets. That was big money for those
days.

For severalSundaysthey continued taking the tasty melons to the Indian camp at
Minturn. On one of these trips Mable persuaded them to take her with theshasdw
for herself what these interesting people were like.

As she watched the back of the wagonAlbert, she noticed one older squaw eyeing
her suspiciously. Mable became interested, andvstehed as the squaw nervously
changed positions, relocagjiner bag of valuableginally, she decided that Mable had no
intention of looking away, so she carefully put her bag on the side away from Mable, and
dugdeeply into it until she pulled out an old stocking with her money in im$he bought
her melorfor 10¢.

Oscar felt great pride in his boys so willing to take their Sundays off and drive the two
hours toMinturn to help make a little more money, but all th@rsons worked, and Oscar
worked right along with them

Oscar began to have another interdstt involved most of his spare time in the
evenings. True, as the elder of the little church, he prepared his Bible study for each
Sabbath morning, but he felt a real burden for those in the community that had no church
home. In his mind, a plan began &ké shape, a plan to expand the services of the little
church he loved so dearly.
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Chapter 16Questionable Guests

The more he thought gbmeof his neighbors, good people, but not having any church
to attend on Sunday, theitay of worship, the moreDscaf® considerechis plan.He
couldnot rid his mind of the communityods r
Sunday??! Finally he approached the church board with an idea totally new to them, yet
they endorsed it wholeheartedly. He proposed holding Suselayes in their church,
using the same Sabbath School quarterly they studied frésaloipath.

With board approval, he started opening the little SevdathAdventistChurcheach
Sunday morning, and people begdtending When they left for their homes agaihey
hadreceiveda spiritual refrehing that carried them througit the week ahead.

Oscar continued theseeetings for about one year, faithfully encouraging the people
to attend, until a community church was builBathe| a short distance away, atinéneed
no longer existed.

One man who attendeatid so only because of higife. He ridiculed religion in any
form, but continued attending with her. Oscar discovered that his Sunday School classes
were doing some good when thée told him that one timeas her husband reached for a
pack of cigarettes, she saitf,ou dord really need the, do you®

fiNo, | guess | do@ really NEEDthemp and he put the pack back on the shelf and
stopped his smoking as of that day.

One evening as he was studying, gettms Bible study ready for the following day,
Oscar heard a noise under the house. The cats were fighting with something, buéhe didn
know what it could be. Just as he went out to investigate, he found out. The cat pounced
on a skunk, who retaliated lsgraying not only the cat, but the entire area undefltoe.

The odor penetrated up through the cracks in the floor, saturating eveiythinegroom.

Even opening all thevindows didrit seem to help for a while, and sleepneavery
slowly that nightBy morning, most othe offending odohad evaporated or blown away,

00riginal t ext used the preposition fihed her e
clear since it is a continuing thought from the preceding chapter.
1 Origi nal tH=goulddsgetithdir,need out of himind forsome kind of religious seme

in the community orsundayfor those who had no place to attend.
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but when Oscar went to get his leatheund Bible, he found that the leather had absorbed
the odor. It smelled so terrible that he cod@dake it to church that Sabbath, borrowing
oneof the childreids Biblesinstead.

This was their first introduction to their skunk friend, who undoubtedly thought that
mousehunting under their homeas the best ever

When the church was finally finished, they invited the Conference PresidentNElder
P. Nielsen, to meet with then. He accepted and stayed in their home, which Iyadow
additional rooms availableo that they werdhas crowded.

Conference headquarters at that time were in Fresno. Even so, forty miles was a long
drive, but the Chowchillaongregation eagerly looked forward to his visit.

On the Friday night that he stayed with the Larson family, he was ragdakened by
a rattling around in the small wardrobe, or closet, that Oscar had made for keeping clothes.
While he was puzzling as what it could be, Oscar also had heard it and quickly made his
way into the room, explaining that it wéienly a skunk that comes up into that closet
occasionally. If you doi disturb it, it wordt bother yowd

Only patrtially reassured, Elder Nielsen desely hoped Oscar was right, and lay
tensely in his bed, not wanting to disturb thaittero in anyway. Fortunately, aside from
a bit of odor thatvafted in on a wayard breeze, the skunk went onway, andElder
Nielsen finally fell into a restlesdeep, probably dreaming of skunks spraying him and his
things, andvondering about what kind of family would take so kindly to haskgnks
living under their floor and able to enter their closets.

However, the warmth of the greetings of the small cegation the following morning
quickly dispelled any doubts that he might have had abotihgshis little pioneer church.

Even before the church was completed, the Sabbath School Superintendent ahnounce
plans for a Sabbath School picaied appointed eommittee to look into a likely place to
hold it. Sofar, the members took little time out for fun, so the entire congregation entered
into the plans energetically. The committee suggested a small placeMialtedh, several
miles from them, and this wagreed upo

Transportation posed a problem for some of the memildémnturn was about two més
out of Chowchila, and some of them lived five to seven miles out of Chowdhiéabther
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way, so it meant a long drive by horse and buggyagon.

August HEmme, who had settled about three miles from the Larson fdimég, near
a manwho operatd a camp and owned a string otiles. At the time of the picnic this
neighba was leveling some land next to the Hemme place, so August approached him and
asked ifhe could borrow a team of hasules for the picnic.

Permissiorwas granted, and bright and early Sunday morning he arrived at the church
grounds with this team of mules and a wad¢gmge enoudn to carry many of the church
members

Alma, his date for the galooked with dismay when she saw the size ofathgon and
the height of the wide front seat, where shevkAeigust expected her 8it beside him as
he drove the team to the picnic site. Never could she climb thathagmount of coaxing
on his partcould change her mind, and in utter humiliation she allowed dihelp her
into the back with the rest of the church members for the tiyimndurn about sevemiles
away.

The ride may have embarrassed her, but the day was a lomelylong to be
rememlered by all those attending, and setpr@cedentunbroken for many years.
Chowchilla andSabbath School picnics becasyonymoudor many years, with long
time residents, havingmnoved away, returning year after year for the fellowship of those
happy gathengs in the hills.

The trip b Minturn took two bng hours by horse or mule amégon, butater, hours
by auto took picnickrs many miles up into the hills. The distance changetl,the
fellowship continued.

Soon after the church was finishélde schol moved into it during theveek with the
same processes continuing as had e in the Husted living roorBenches usetbr
Sabbath were pushed to one side, boxes and crates installed, and school began an Monday

Friday afternoon, they reversed thecedure replacing the boxes and crates with
benches. However, it soon became obvious that hostingolin the church was removing
someof the sacredness of the church for the children. Manyasktiattending were not
their congregation, but it wake only school in the community at the time.

The nearest public school was imvtg and while a few of theooxmunity children rode
a raillmad spur into town each morniagd home again in the late afteon, it solved dot
of problems if the parents sitypsent their children to the little orr@om school
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neaby.

After a business meeting one evening, the members decided that it would be far better
if they constructed somerkil of a school for the childrespart or at least in a separate
room, from the burch.

Again, they called on Mr. Bancroft, who planned a small-keashed on the west end
of the church, and soon the children proudly met in their own little scbooi.

Both the church and scbideanto were built of beard anuktten. The church rootias
a thing ofconsternatiotio a few. Sometimes many hands make for a mistake, andseme
shingled an are@vice, making shingles twdeep. Those who knegf it could alwaysspot
it, but no ane dared complain very loudly, as everyone ¢i@uk his best
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Chapter 17Fire!

As the small congregation grew, it appeared that enough seed had been sowarto call
a minister to hold some meetings and reap some of the harvest ready in the dgmmun
Elder Richard Breitigan accepted the call, but a problem arose as to wheaadtas new
bride would be housed.

Finally, the John Brown family volunteered to pick them up at the depot and agreed to
keep them until they could find something suitable

Theirhome was made of thin boards with gauze pasted on the wall and wall paper o
the gauze. Quite effectivand it looked very attractivelowever, before winter seething
more must be done, as it was already beginning to feel quite chilly in the evenings.

After everyone had cleaned up for Sabbath and were seated in the livimgtuamtying
the Bible and visiting, Mrs. Brown decided that a little fire would take the chill othteof
evening air.

She had cooked laounteougneal on the cook stove, which doubled as their heating
stove. She felt that surely the fire had gone out lw,rsm poured a little fuel oil itb make
starting the fire easier, and the stove exploded in her face.

Instantly the entire interior of the house was engulfed in flames. Everyone rushed for
the door, then realized that Mrs. Brown hadiome out, so someemt back in for her.

After a very difficult time, they managed to get her out, but she was badly aboet
the face and handsd in extreme pain. Elder Breitigaushed in to see if he could salvage
any of their things. All of their wedding gifts werethat house, as well as all their clothes,
and after frantically searching and finding very little, he found hisG#few wedding hat,
put that on his head, grabbed a fetWer things, and made his way out.

His wife worried the entire time he was insjdor fear he wouldi be able to get out
again, and the humor of his appearing wearing hevastcompletely lost on hehll they
owned was lost in a fire that lasted only a few minuAesl all because they hahswered
a call from the LordYet theystill put their trust in Him, although it was a
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very trying and expensive experience for them.

Some of the Browds children slept in a separate room outside the home, and it was
saved, so the family managed to find beds for the night, and the followimgnmaohn
Brown showed up in church dressed in a pair of clean blue overalls. The children fared
little better, although some of them were in Sabbath clothes, because they were cleaned up
after the weeds work, and they were ready to greet the Sabbath thi¢ir weekly baths.

It was some time befor@rs. Brown could do very much, and she never healed well.
Her face and hands were badly sedrthe rest of her life, a grim reminder of taking a
shortcut when building a fire.

The meetings that Elder Breitigeconducted were quiseiccessful. The members took
turns keeping the Breitigas in their homes for the balance of the meetings, and it was a
time of spiritual growth for the small church, a time never forgotten by many, especially
the Breitigams. Who codlforget a honeymoon that started like that?

Alma and August were married on Thanksgiving Day, as they had planned. How she
longedfor the home they had left behind in EscondiiBat looking back didé help, and
theywere married, as she later putfity a barmd the place her parents called home for
four long years

They drove to Madera after their wedding, and upon their return home, they lived in a
cabin on the place August was buying. As soon as possible, they addedautsnand
contentedhemselvs there.

Augusts one extravaganaeas the purchase of an iron kezhd before their marriage,
a fine one for his bridéo-be, one they used for many, many years and is still in the family.

Later they added a cart to their top buggy, two means of traasipartand soon they
discovered that thevooden whels must be soaked in water omgyht before they could
ridein it to church on Sabbath.

The Hemmeplace boasted an artesian well which flowed the year round. Because of
the continuous flow, a large poab, r | ake, had f or mMewhtheab out
mosquitoesthey planted this pool with carp.

One day as they worked in the field, a terrible wind blew up. As they looked up from
their work, they saw the tent half of their tdrduse blow away, and housethelffects
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literally scattered with the wind

They hurried home to recover what they could find, and among other things floating on
the pool, they found Aln@a weddinghat still afloat but dreadfully waterlogged.

This tenthouse served as their sleepingagers, and they were left out in the weather
with no roof over their heads.

Evening came, and they still pondered as to what they should do. Finally, they took
what bedding was still on the bed and moved it under the table, where they slept that night,
in the event that it should rain.

That fallwhen the trees shed their leaves, many of them fell into the pool.féhey
badly when they discovered that the leaves obviously contained some kind of poison that
affected the carp, and they alb8ited to thedp, quite dead.

While Oscar and Josie realized that they were getting in over their depth in buying the
60-acrespread, they relied on friends, whose property was for sale in Kansas to pay for
oneof the twenties.

They became concerned when they learnatttie property had sold, but they weien
approached about the purchase of the twenty acres for cash, as promised. As time passed,
it became apparenhat the cash would not be focttming, and while Oscar intensely
disliked the task, he finally talked thithe family and asketthem to move on.

God looked after them, and within a very short time the land agent showed up with a
couple, cash in hand, who desired that property, and they quickly closed the deal. And so
it was that the John Fry family becameitineighbors on the north.

The second spring, Oscar again planted an even larger plateenelons hoping for
another good cash crop. The plants came up welbeew as before, but this yesgemed
to be a bmper year or jack rabbits.

Just before thenelons were ready to pick, the rabbits seemed to beat then t@fmost
them, eating them in the field, or opening them so they would spoil, even before they
ripened.

A friend suggested taking a nicer one, cutting it into many pieces, eating some of the
bed part, yet leaving enough red to show, and lacing pieces liberally with strychnine.

Oscar decided to use this good idea, but he had nd gdons. Finally, he wenta
town and paid $1.50 for a really nice one, and that evening, after eating the haad, he
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the boys put the strychnine on each of thegsecut, took them out to the melon pataoig
left them in different places @und the field.

The following morning when they checked the melon patch, they were astonished to
find how well the plan reallworked. Dead rabbits littered the entire patch. Everywhere
they looked, they found more dead rabbits.

Finally, they piled themlhtogether and made a shock about three feet high and four or
five feet across, burot a singe coyote nibbled their baithEy wereid as concerned about
the coyotes anyway as they dildo much eating, just slashed them and rueéemd
not nearly the kind of damage in one night with the rabbits.

Each night they put out the poison, and each morning they found less anfithess o
dead rabbits, until eventually they wegielnotheredany more.

One morning as they picked up the dead rabbits, they noticed a skunk standing between
a couple of the. Not wanting any trouble with it, they decided to pick up the athgits
first, hoping the skunk would move on its way.

When it didrit move on, Joseptvalked slowly toward it, fully expecting it to start
walking at any moment, but it just stood there without moving a hair. Bewildered, Joseph
continued moving slowly, until he realizelbt the skunk was as dead as the rabbhe
strychnine had killed hinso quickly that he didi even fall dovn. So, it joined the pile
with the dead, to be taken away dnatiedbefore the neighborhood dogs or cats foamd
of them.

About a year dér they settled in as a familghey learned of lumber selling very
reasonably in San Francisco, lumber still left following the big 1906 earthquakew€&hey
able to get some of this lumber and build a barn and another small building thdgrused
living purposes.

To accommodate sleeping quarters fdr #ney built a loft overhead and this was
sleeping quarters for Mable and Maude. The girls enjoyed climbing the ladder to their
private bedroom, which opened to the living room on the front side.

One night shadly after they started sleeping there, Maude got up in her sleep, walked
right to the edge of the loft, amllopped with a thud at the foot of her padsritedoelow.

They picked up a very confused and frightened little girl and helped her back into her
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own bed in the loft above, and never again did she wander over the edge.

Oscar realized that Sabbath must mewmme to his children than restricted activities.
He and Josie encouraged their young people to invite their friends in on Sabbath afternoons,
andwith Maude at the pump organ, everyone stood around it, looking over her shoulder as
they all joined together singing hymns, with Maude leading them with her melodious voice.

Saturday evening, after a worship service led by Oscar, they often had tiffyrgubt
played games, but whatever the activity, it included the entire family and as many of their
friends as they could get to theirrhe.

Alma and August proudly announced that they wouldinsbe parents, and their oldest
daughter, Della, was the $irbaby in the Chowchilla congregation.

Page|80



No Sacrifice Too Great Chapterl8 Back to School

Chapter 18Back to School

Aaron, having completedhé¢ seventh grade before leaving Escondido, decided that if
Joseph and Albert could stay atfitschool and work, it must be the best thiray him, too,
and workel the first schol year in Chowhilla. He felt that farming was the life he had
always wanted, and now that he experienced it, he wanted nothing more from life.

Miss Violenty Rider, their teacher, felt that while farmiragiltl possibly be his calling,
he owed it to himdgat least to complete the eighth grade, and he returneddol sithring
his second winter in Chowchilla, although a bit reluctantly.

Joseph had now been out of school for three years, and farotingly satisfied him,
but it wasinstrumentalin helping keep the four who really chose to further their education
in a churchsponsored Academy.

David had started school the fall before tf&amehow learning came very harfdr
him, possibly as a result of Jo&ellness before his birth. He joined the ateudents in
rejoicing when the small church sh at Winton offered their desks to trstruggling
school at Chwchilla after the Winton School decided they could no longigord to
continue.

The men ook BrownG team of horses, hitched them to a langgon and started for
Winton well before daybreak. Traveling as rapidly as possible they reacheshWaztded
the desks onto the wagasand made the return trip, arriving back in Chowchilla late into
the night.

These desks were doubseatingwo studcents, and werased that way for a year or so
until the teacher felt that better quality of school wasldld be performed if eacstudent
had a deskfahis or her own

The church called a work bee. By thetiner families had come to join them, and
betweerBancoft and T. P. Hansen, each desk wasgezhin halfand fitted with a wooden
end that extended to theodlr for greater stability. This wassure sign of progresand
everyone pitched in to help in any way they could in bettering their little school.
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After a few years,@ne in the church decided that the school would be wen&ally
located if itwere moved fartherout Roberten Boulevard. After locating a site near the
Hemme place, they built a small school and teacherage on the property. $pkeoed
thereone fall, and ontinued in thatdcation for two or three yearswhen it seemedore
appropriate d move it back inb more commodious quarters built on the same property
with the church, where it has remained until this time.

The farm continue to produce under the capable encouragement of Oscar and the boys
Joseph and Albert continued working out while the youngehbrstand sisters were in
school

The day Oscar drove home in their first car, a médie| vintage 1917, created great
excitenent in the Larson home. All the boys wanted to learn to drive at the same time, and
while others in the community already owrsaahilarvehicles, many still dive their teams.

The Lar®en family felt a sense of accomplishment and also that the Lord wag) éari
them and blessing their efforts on the farm.

About this time, two rather important changes camie the Larsonhome. For some
time, Albert had felt a strong urge tontinue his education. Mathematics and figures
intrigued him and had always held hinterest. He still enjoyed the farm, but he realized
that each passing year meant putting off getting the business training that he/aiasdy

He also realized that he could now go on to school without putting an impossible
financial buden on theeast of the familySo, he went to Josie and opened his heahieti
telling her of his desires.

She immediately consulted with Oscar, and they put the wheeilstionfor relieving
him of his duties on théarm. After receiving his acceptance from Lddiademy?, he
started thedllowing school year there, taking the subjects in business that would prepare
him for doing what he liked best of all, keeping books and business management.

With Alma marrying some time before, she really left home.fi¥st, living only a
short distance away, they really felt more like having gained a son than losing a daughter.
With Albert going to LodiAcademy the entire family felt the los®ow, as they stood
around theorgan and enjoyed their Friday evening or Sabbathnaite sings, Albert was
no longerthere.

0riginal text only said, ALodi . o0 | ntorhadst pl
Academy and in most places | have replaced
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Word came home by letter and other messages. All went well fgrdiithough he
missed home and family. But they were happlnow that he enjoyed the classes he was
taking and knew that eventually, if all went@anned, more of their family would soon
be leaving for LodAcademy

In September of 1918, what they had hopedill never happen finally dida letter
from Uncle Sanwith the famous wordsil need yolio

It was addressed to Joseph, and within a very simoetthey lost the second of their
boys. His leaving left an even more vacant placeoth their home and their hea#s with
thefi Bi g Wald \War |, in full swing no one knew when or even if they would ever
see him again. True, rumor had it thia¢ war was about over, but this was tlsgin,a
member of their owrtloseknit family going to war, and they missed him and prayed
constantly that the Lord would keep him safe and close to Him.

And so it was that Joseph joined the thousands of frightme:tewildered young men
called into the service. While all hoped the end of the war was near, no datbegeld

At his time of induction, they classified hiiat, his request, as a ConscientiQligecbr
andsenthim to Cam@Xearney. That title only nant that he would not be required to carry
arms.Getting Sabbath privileges were up to him and his superior officer.

He requested relief from Sabbath duties, and the respasstar from reassuring, but
his fird Sabbath was several days awaayg he tookt to the Lord in prayer.

Basic training kept him ore than busy for a few days, with little time to getuainted
with the other new inductees. At roll call on the morning of the third thaytop sergeant
made a strange and frightening ordBAll those who request relief fronduties on
Saturday, take two paces forwhyd

Joseph, feeling entirely alone and frightened beyond words because he hadviaidea
awaited him, swallowed very hard and without hesitation took hissteps forward,
looking neithe to the right nor to the left.

Farther down the line another man stepped forward. They later met and became friends.
They also discovered that there were several other SedagtAdventists in camp already,
meeting together on Sabbath.

While the weeks we difficult, they really cherished those Sabbath mornings when

Page|83



No Sacrifice Too Great Chapterl8 Back to School

they could study Godds Word toget her.

Weeldays were spent in marching and drills, which Joseph enjoyed. His sympathy went
out to the few who couldndét keep in step.

Pay didnodot ab80d00 amonth to hinm butthe.army fed and clothed him,
so most of it he sent home to add to the $65.00 they received from the army.

November 11, 1918, Armistice Day, created excitement all over the world. Only two
mont hs i n the ar myatitwoaldmeprhfor dim, dut @ thoukands v = w
meant returning home and trying to pick up their lives once more.

With no more need to send soldiers overseas, most of the army posts just spent time
waiting to muster out their men. December came, and stitlischarge papers. The flu,
putting a few into the hospital, escalated into agalle epidemic, and one morning Joseph
wakened to all the classic symptoms. Much worse than he could have anticipated, he
somehow managed to reach the infirmary where tbafirmed his own diagnosis and put
him in bed.

The military claims no record for speed, and shortly after they found a bed for him, he
lost consciousness and knew no more.

He wakened some days later, aching all over, and one of the first faces he shatwas
of his father as he walked through the door into the ward.

While his mind was clear, his strength was totally gone. As he and Oscar visited briefly,
he learned that the army had given up on him, moved him into the death ward, and wired
the family of hs condition.

Oscar and he thanked the Lord for His protection and miraculous return from near
death. When his fever dropped, the hospital moved him back to the regular ward, where he
regained his health and strength. His double pneumonia sgphom tretmentand he did
not become a statistic150 deaths each night for some weeks.

The army lost so many men to iliness and death that winter that almost before he was
well enough, they had him on his feet, serving trays to others in worse condition than he,
all of them in the contagion ward. In his weakened condition, it was another miracle that
he didndét succumb to further ill ness.

The army assigned all the Sabbl#epers and necombatants to this demeaning
chore.
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The label given to this grougiThe Develoment Battalbno, applied not only to
noncombadnts, including Seventtlay Adventists and Mennonitegjtbalso secondlass
soldiers and military mfgs. They shared the same restm facilities with men suffering

from syphils and gonorrhe&eedless toay, Joseph was much relieved when the military
transferred him to the Quartermaster Corp, where he issued uniforms, shoes, and other
necessary items to the men still in Hevice

Then the good newfteredthrough thegrapevine. Soon they, too, wouté mustered
out, and while theaual time in the army had been brief, every man in the Development
Battalion eagerly waited for the day they would be civilians again.

Excitement ran high the morning they were alerted and told to pack their gear for what
they hoped would be the last time. Still midwinter, they stidre their winter unifams,
and fortunatelyfor them. They found the Presidio in San Francisco even colder than Fort
Kearney, in San Diego. Added to the low temperatures, the moisture aideé in th
penetation of the cal.

They stood in line for several days, waiting for their names to be called, wearing thei
heaviest overcoats, so heavy that by evening their shoulders ached.

By the time they called Josefsname and processed his mustenngpaers, it was
January 29, 1919. After the long wait, it was alnaogtclimactic

Joseph caught the first bus fomh®, a moramature youngnan, and eager to get back
to the farm and farm work he had missed while serving his country. He made one stopover,
and spent a night at Lodi, vehe he visited with his brothéibert.

It was about this time that they were able to save enough to build their first real home
since they had arrived four years earlier. It was a fine house, to them, boasting a large
kitchen,a screenedh pantry, a diningoom, and a parlor. The two large bedrooms had a
real bathroom between them, for easy access from either.

Built-in closets in the bedrooms, a buiitChina closet in the dining rodna home
Josie had dreamed about ever sileeging her fine home in Escondido.

But Josie had other dreams and hopes, and she felt the time had come to begin making
plans to take a journey, a long journey, and she began to make definite plans.
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Chapter 19Dream Come True

With Joseph home to operate the farnmgther of Josié dreams could come truefe,
while fulfilling, had been lonely at times. How she missed her family, and Oscar also would
like to have seen members of his family. Time had passed, fifteen years, in fact, since they
had left Kansasand mu&, much more since they had seen some of their family.

Their children, now young people, encouraged them to make plans while they could be
free, and in the summer of 1919 they made their trip all the way to Chicago, stopping in
lowa and Kansas for visit$aag the way. Emma still lived near Chicago, and Josiedadn
seen her since hemarriage almost thirty years befofé

Between the boys at home from school and the tgirleeep house and help with the
chores, time passed very quickly for them, and OandrJosie relaxed on the train that
sped them farther and ever farther away from their beloved family.

While getting racquainted was most enjoyable, and visiting with friends and relatives
of long ago a real pleasutlége time came to board the train thatuld take then badkome
again.

Josie wrote almost every day she was away, telling of all the things that happened to
them, wonderful, exciting things, but almost always she would end the letter by mentioning
that days were fine, although hotter thanythere accustomed to, but if only they could
be home to sleep at night, their trip would be just perfect!

They wereaccustomedo the evenings turning cooler in Chowchilla, and found the
constant heat and humidity fatiguing. They slept nights under a Sloeettimes wetting
it and wringing it out, hoping to get some cooling effect from the moist sheet over them
At times it helpedat other times it only served to increase their discomfort.

They were welcomed royally upon their return and found that tine liad fared qie
well during their absence. In addition to keeping up with the housework, they found the
girls busy sewing and making plans for attending Lachdemythat fall.

53 Original text said she had not seen her sister Emma since her arrival in America, but this is
untrue. See photographs in Appendix B of the Hoaglund family dated 1893 vathtad! girls
present. The picture could be in April 1894 when Josie was married. There is also a photograph
of Gust and Hulda taken during this trip.
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With the immediate work caught up on fiaem, the boys continued the rong
chores and worked out to make money for school. This summer was a b@fauoeirse,
Albert had already been at Loéicademyone year, but with Aaron staying out one year,
and Mable and Maude in the same grade, all had decided td_gditAcademythe
coming fall So, in addition to theiother chores, all were making plans for the coming
school year. Albets stories of LodAcademyhad sparked their interest,diney could
hardly wait for the announcement of the dateytivere to leavédor school

Transportation posed somewhat of a problem with the four of,thed when they
returned from their trigo Chicagé*, Oscar decided to buylater Model fiTd and let the
young peopldarive the older one

And so they became a twoar familyf Unheard of, perhas, but both cars were put to
good use, and when the school term began, the trustadidl ATO transported all four
of the young people, plus their suitcases and hdkedong drive of ninetynilesto the
boarding school.

Because of the distance, evérough they had the car, they didmake the trip
home®very often, and their all leaving at the same time left a real void in the Larson home.

Perhaps David felt the loss more keenly than the others. Joseph was still home, but he
worked long, hard hourgnd while Davids herniaproblem by now semedcured, and
while he could pitch hay with the best of the men, evenings became very lonely for him.

To Albert, returning to LodAcademywas lke returning to his second home. By the
end of thdirst year, theschool recognized that this young man knewultbooks andvas
conscientiousand when he returned that fétley offered him the job of keeping their
books. This he gladly accepted, enjoying the work, gaining valuable experience, and
earning his own way

With the younger three, work was hard to comeany they needed to work as much
as time permitted. Aaron, walised to farm work, soon found that with the grape harvest
in full swing, there were plenty of jobs just waiting. He worked after school aSdmaays
picking grapes, making not only his entire way but was also able to helpveadmieis
sister®expenses.

Having four in boarding school ibodi caused considerab&xpense. Of course, in
comparison to these times the amboper student would sounchinimal. But as a
percentage ahdr income® therewasvery little difference. Albert keeping books hetp

»Added the qualifier, Ato Chicagoo to make th
®Added the womedtfighomeo her e
0Original text said, fdAin comparison to the pe
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a great dealand Aaron found that he could make good money in the grapes. With what
Oscar and Josie could supplement from the farm, they completesthool year out of
debt.

At the end of the school year all four piled their things and themselves back into the
Ford andlike a homing pigeon, it headed towatowchillaand home

They all worked hard again that summer. Albert had only one mordoygarand was
assured of a good job again the following school year, but he pitched in and did his share
of thework to make it posdle for all four of then to return to the school they had @ime
to love.

Summer appeared a bit dull after being in boay school where soething is going
on most of the time, but they were all so happy to be home that this summer passed very
quickly, and almost before they knew it, and certainly befloeg were ready for it, they
reloaded the oldViodel fiTo and returnedo Lodi Academywhere Albertreturned té’
keeping the booksand Aaron returrgkto the grape vineyards.

The girlsalso found work, and once agdirey were all busy and deep into their school
work. This year Mable took some classes in hydrotherapy. @@&teencouraged to take
these classes, as rumor had it that thexs an epidemic of influenza some parts of the
country and it could spread nationwide.

She became very adept at this, enjoyed it, and the teachers enjoyed watchirgipber as
eagerly leamned all that she could.

Aaron became involved with some extraricula activities this year, alssome tha
kept him quite busy on Sabbath afternoons and sometimes ran into Sundays. He, Francis
Millard, and PalStuyvesant started a sort ofeBich SabbatSchool. After a Sabbatbr
two, with the faithful oldFordtakingthem to their destinations, they decided that if they
could find some girls to go with then and tell stories todhidrenthey could be more
effective with the adults, so they asked Néaib she would like to accompany them

She enjoyed children, felt that she could use the fresh country air, and quickly agreed.
Sometimes the group included other girls, and sometimes new youngenéilongto
gain inspiration and assist

This became aaverySabbath afternoon affair, with fivar six young people loading
into the car andriving up into the mountains where several families waited for them in a
private home.

Original text said fibegando and was changed
the preceding year as well.
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While the girls told stories to the children and taught them songs abouttiesosing
men gave Bible studies and even preached. The people enjoyed it, and tlvestunayed
for an hour and sometimes even more

These meetings were voiced around among the people living irethatemountain
community, and they received invitaitis to spend the night and hold further services on
Sunday, sometimes even two services in the homes of two diffareities.

Rumors of a fluepidemicbecame fact. Lodi had its share of cases, but these young
people had their hearts up\ftalley Springswhere medical help was almost impossible to
get, and where the mountain people were much too poor to afford it, even if it were
available to them

So,while Mable took care of some patients in the Lodi area, whenrntiaglg one of
their Sabbath trips up t@alley Springs and found one of the older ladies very ill, she had
thefellows put on a wash boiler to heat water, and she began giving fomentations every
threeor four hours all day long, and when her condition was not improved, she continued
throughouthe long nighf?

They called a doctor, who approved of what she was doing but felt that she should have
relief, as it had been a couple of days already. When he arrived with a replacerhent for
the woman, although very weak, refused to let the newngat her, insisting thatlable
remain.

Finally, the family placed a mattress on the floor for her, and between fomentations she
lay on the mattress for s muchneededsleep, beingwakened so that tHementations
could continue regularly

Although she dl all humanly possible, the patient passed away, so thsjaldeslee.
And sleep she didRight through all the commotion following her pati@ntdeath
including the undertaker coming

After the undertaker declared her legally dead, Mable felt tleahatli somehow failed
the family. When the doctor heard of her feelings of guilt, he made a point of telling her
that she had done all humanly possible. Her lungs had cleared up, but her system was so
weakened that she wasable to live even though the prarycausehad beemesolved®

The ladys husbandook Mable back to the dor. She was roommwith Maude, and
shedropped into her bed in total and utter exhaustion. Maude worried whesesmead
unable

%8 According to Mable, the dean asked her to go t@réhe lady. Mable was transported by the

doctor who | ater brought a nurse, but the s
Mable. When it was time for Mable to return, two brothers of the deceased and her husband
argued over who would takeab | e home. The husband won and t

for lunch on the way home. The husband came to try to visit Mable while she was
resting/recovering. Mable believed that he was looking at her as a potential new wife.
®Original t extr es @ifd, afmtdakvears changed to fresol
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to waken her.

Finally, she went to the dining rooand took a tray to thewom roused Mable enough
to eat a litte, and she dropped back into a deep sleep. This continued for over a week, and
when she finally got over her complete exhaustion, she found that she had aimsssid
two entire weeks of schaoWith Maude taking trays to her, she finally regained her
strength and resumed her regular routine.

Later she learned that while she was sleeping off her fatigue, Aaron and the group who
had been going up and studying with this farhidyg returned to theome. While some of
them prepared the deceased lady for burial, others went out to the back side of the farm
and dug her grave. These school boys held an informal funeral for her there, making a vivid
impression on the remaining members of the fafily.

While this wasi the only time that Mable assisted families in theanner, staying for
several days in their homes, this was the most impressive one, the one wheressitee felt
had given her all, and yet lost.

Following the flu epidemic, the dean of girlsggested that Mable consider becoming
a nurse. Why not? She enjoyed the things she had already learned to do, and the idea had
crossed hemind, also. All it needed was a little encouragement, and she made her decision
to become a nurse and save as mamgslas she possibly could.

Christmas that year they all returned home fomachneededvacation. And a
memorable one it was. Alma and Augmsstldest, Della, was old enough to understand
about Christmas, and Oscar and Josie had decided for the firdbtimee a Christmas
tree intheir hone.

Gifts were exchanged by lalbut Della spentmany hours working on small pin
cushions, using her mott@rhair as fillers These items were cherished by those who
received themThese were gifts of love, the real spiof Christmas.

€0 This paragraph was initially one sentence which was reparsed in editing.
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Chapter 20Two More Weddings

At the end ofthat school yeam 1921, Albert graduated from Lodicademywith
honors, ready for greater thingsd greater things followed shortly. St. Helena Sanitarium
and Hospital imited him to work in their bodkeeping department. While he could have

made much more money in some other place of business, one of the things Oscar had taught

his young people was the reason for higher education. Working for the Lord was to be the
ultimate goal for each of his childréWithout hesitation, Albert accepted the invitation to
work at St. Helena, and he made the move soon after his graduation frokchdemy

Aaron, Mable, and Maude drove thModel iTo home for that summer, where each
worked as best they could to put awsyme cash for the following, and last, school year
atLodi Academy Each had enjoyed thgirnior year, and by now, Aar@eyes had been
opened to some diie possibilities of further education.

While that summer may have seemed far from exciting aftethan busy year at
school Albert found that working for a lower salary had its own rewards. In fact, his
summer was anything but boring

The office staff had several picnics during the weeks shortly after he arrived to work at
fithe San®!, and among thosattending was a young lady by the name of Lois Rice. Of
course, the last name was most familiar to him. Her father was the hospital administrator
at thattime.

After they met at the first picnic, he found himself thinking about this young lady, and
when hdearned that another picnic would soon be held, he made plans totatende,
alsa

After getting better acquainted with Lasthe second picnic, they found a grdaal
in common and frequently met, just to enjoy each @heonpany. Lois worked tathe
switchboard at the time, and he worked in the offi@etreey had many opportunities t
visit a bit while passing in the halkstc.

In one of his lettss home he mentioned that Elderughborough, now retired, lived

®0riginal text did not put Athe Sanod in quot a

to refer to The St. Helena Sanitarium. The lta$ss now called St. Helena Hospital and they
have taken great pains to erase the name s
that the word sanitarium implies the mscientific practice of medicine. Alas, the hospital still

sits on a road maed Sanitarium Road!
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up there and they renewed theirelb acquaintance. He wrote of how privileged he felt as
he watched this godly man at his typewriter in his room, still doing what he coutuefor
Lord.

Another letter told of his promotioo a secretary of thecorporation and chief
accountant. Oscar andbsie were proud of their boy, working for the Lord, and so
privileged to be able to get better acquainted with Elder Loughborough

Letters continued arriving at home, and they began seeing a name unfamiliar to them.
While he didiit say a great deal, timame of Lois entered more and more frequently in his
letters when telling of places he had gone and things he had done.

At the end of another busy summer for the young people at home, the car, a year older
now, and welloaded, valiantly made its way batk Lodi Academy with Aaron at the
wheel, andMable and Maude as passengers, eager to begin their final year.

Again, each found work and entered into the school activities. The witnessing team
once again drove the car to the mountains andBnadch Sabbat Schools with the dear
people there, and schoohw/well undewvay when they heard that Albert and Lois planned
to be narried before the New Year.

When the news reached Oscar and Josie, they had enmetions Certainly, Albert
was old enough, and Lois waded like a nice girl, but it meant an even more final
separation. However, they lost no time on regrets, and the entire family began making plans
to attend that wedding.

St. Helena was almost 200 seslfrom Chowchilla, and over 100 miles from Lodi, but
as many members of the family as were able made the trip to witness the wedding of Albert
and Lois, the second wedding in the family.

It was a simple, but lovely wedding held in the home of tsgpgrents, and life toakn
a new sensef meaning when Albettad someone to sharewith.

He learned at his wedding that Joseph, also, was courting a young lady by the name of
Dorothy Allen, whom he had met at church one Sabbath when she visited with her sister,
Abigail Cook. Josie invited theddks to dinner, athey lived many nies from the church
and were good friends of the familpseph gave their meeting very little thought for about
six monthswhenhe decided that he would like to know more about her, and W dter
at her home in Templeton.
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Later, Josph told Albert of Doroth§s wam response, and of a trip he had made to
Templeton, and that he hoped that he could persuade martphim in the near future.

Albert rejoiced for this older brother whoovked so hard on the farm at heystill
helping ®me of the younger ones with their school hilad hoped that Joseph could find
the kind of happiness with Dorothy that he had found with Lois.

After he settled down to working after his wedding, Albert began taking some night
classes to improve his edaton and shortly had a second promotion, to that of assistant
administrator. As his letters home reflected his happiness in his marriage, andihis joy
serving the Lord, his parents rejoiced fom and felt more than ever that no sacrifice was
too greato see their other young people through school.

When he time came to elect officers fthre graduation class at Lolcademy Aaron
was elected class president, and on graduation day the Larson familyypsimeéissed a
first for Lodi Academy threememlers of the same family graduating together.

Joseph and Dorothy, now engaged and about to be married, attended the graduation and
presented each of the three graduates with a leatherdChrist in Songwith each name
lettered on the front in gold, as eepent from their parents and themselves. These hymnals
meant a great deal to the students who had worked so hard, yet knew that their parents had
worked even harder to help them reach thilestone in their lives

Aaron, Mable, and Maude rushed homeimet to attend the wedding of Joseph and
Dorothyon May 30, 1922in the home of her sister in the nearby commurityaormead
where she had made her home following the loss of her nfther.

Before thewedding,Joseph had kit of adilemma Before he and drothy had agreed
upon a date for the wedding, he had begun building a home on acreage he was buying from
his parent$3 The building went slower than expected, and the wedding date was almost
upon them. He and Dorothy went to talk with Josie, wonderingd thieg should do. They
didnd want to put theveddingoff, yet they had no place to live. Josie had some pretty
definite ideas on the subject. She had the room and knew that she could offer them a place
to stay, but in heyears,she had seen too many uppg hanes when this continued for
some time, so sh&uggestedhat they could live with Oscar and her until their home was
completed However,fiNo roof isbig enough for two wives under it at the same tiime
They agreed, and

2 0r i gi nal Aaromxviablesamd Maude fushed home in time to attend the wedding of
Joseph and Dorothy, in the home of her sister, in thelneaommunity of Fairmead, on May
30, 1922, where she had made her home followingpdgseof her motheb.

3 See maps in Appendix A for the location of this home.
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this arrangement took care bkir temporary problem.

After the wedding, Joseph and Dorothy prepared to leave for their honeymoon in
Yosemite. Everyone wished them well as they drove away. Albert and Lois, having been
married only six months, took a delayed honeymoon at the sameatichéey enjoyed a
double honeymoon in the beautiful valley of Yosemite.

The Model fiTo, still vintage 1919, made the trip in fine fashion. Parking the car, they
rented a mule and hiked out toward Glacier Point, letting the mule carry their supplies.

That arly in the season, there was still much smmowthe ground, but after they had
hiked a couple of miles, they found a hillside with no snow, built a campfire, and spent the
night there, dressed in all their clothes to keep warm.

After that little jaunt, tley decided not to rough it quite so much and spent the rest of
the time in a howekeeping tent down in the valley.

After the honeymoon, they returnéadl the farmand found much to be done. Joseph
helped Dorothy move her limitdzklongings into the familydme whilé* Albert and Lois
returned to St. Helenahere he picked up his job where he left off, and everyone returned
to the normal routine of evedgy living.

“*Replaced a comma with the word, Awhile. o
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Chapter 21College Shenanigans

While the newlyweds were away on their homeypns Aaron, Mable, and Maude
returned to Lodi, packed all their things and drove up to St. Helena. Here, they all found
work for the summer, and when fall catharon and Maude made the trip on up the hill to
PacificUnion Collegewhile Mable stayed on dithe Sain and started her nurséraining.

Aaron and Maude both enrolled as fiygtar students, with Aarostudying forthe
ministry and Maude taking a course in secretarial work.

David had finished school in Chowchilla, too, and decided that if the rest il
was at Pacific Uion College, he would prefer trying to finish lsisademy work there. His
difficulty in learning had continued, and if anytginncreased, and he fourlde work to
be beyond what he could handle,ledeft before the year was out, going to ey area
in search of work and to try to find out what he really wanted out of life.

Aaron thoroughly enjoyed college life and threw himself into all activities avitlest
for life acquired on the fan. The young men in the dorm admired his courage when he
discoveed that the big vines that grew behind the dorm were strong enough to bear his
weight.

Crossimg the ravine, he grasped a vine amding out over the depths and across to the
other side, where he dropped safely to the ground. Soon others tried it, ammthdbe s
fathers had to put a hasty stop to this most attractive aétigityactive to the youngien

In fact, at times the college fathers hardly knew what to do with this obvidedigated
young ministerial student who was so irrepressible. While théw stop tasome of his
monkey acts, he seemed to come up with others as bad or worse to tplee¢hef the
ones already banned.

While Maude started her course in secretarial, her heart was still in Lodi, stteehad
met a certain Jake Eberhardt. Simglerstooff her parents feelings about getting

0Original text said fArealizedo rather than
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an education and put hard and diligent work into her courses. Letters passed between
Pacific Union Collegeand Lodi at areverincreasingate, and at the end of her first year,
she graduated from the ogea secretarial course taught then.

The Central California Conference of Seved#ly Adventist® knew of her good work
and accomplishments and offered her work in their office, which was still located in
Fresno. The pull was strong, but the pull from Lodregtronger, andn September 12,
1923, Maude married Ja Eberhardt in the family homaith Elder EImer Farnsworth
officiating .8’

They made their home in the mountains of the Kelseyilseerville area, and while
she didndét use hteeorganieed woektofahe Load| shethalpe@ quttwgh i n
local church functions and enjoyed serving the Lord in her own way.

Aaron returned to school the following fall. Oscar still operated the farm, putting long
hours into its operation. With all of the fdgynon their own, Josie spent long hours working
in the yard, keeping the weeds out of the garden and enjoying the time spent growing
vegetables and lovely flowers.

Joseph and Dorothy were grateful for a pleasant roof over their heads but were certainly
thankful when their own home was completed and they could move into it a few months
after their marriage. He operated his own farm with a few dairy cows, a few acres of
apricots, and some grapes.

When Aaron returned to college that fall, he soon started sbims old tricks again.
He tried his best to persuade the faculty that if they would only allow him to attach a cable
well up the side of the hill and fix a basket to a rope that went over a pulley at the top, it
would make an excellent and innocent sparthe students. While their reasoning escaped
him, they denied his request and wondered just how thiofung ministerto-be would
ever develop into a dignified gentleman.

His work at the college that final year was stoking the boilers for the laLantit seeing
that they kept going. He also kept the boilers going at another location. They furnished heat
for the buildings during the week. However, on Sundays, he sometimes found some leisure
moments, and then he would climb the stairs to the lauraigeé how things were
progressing in that department.

As he became better acquainted with the laundry and personnel, he frequented a certain

®The fof-d&evAdvbnti stso was added in editing
unfamiliar with what, AnCentr al California Co
time Central California Conference was used.

®0Ori ginal t eul wassteongdbut theé puli éom Lodi even stronger, and Maude
married Jake Eberhardt in the family home, with Elder Elmer Farnsworth officiating, on
September 12 1923 . 0
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mangle, stopping to help the young lady operating it shake out the sheets for mangling.

He learned her name was &&\Vood, but didd@ give his name, so she asked around
and learned the name of the big blesivede. In henotebookshe wrotgiAron Larceno

As his interest increased about her, so also did hers concernm@inl she found
herself picking out his shirté&\side from these few incidents, they watched each &itver
afar.

Both attended Missionary bands each Friday night. Each band chose a different country,
and somehow,they both chose China. One unforgettable evening he even walked her
home,sometling unforgiveable in those days.

Picnics they saw one another, and when school closed for the summer, he asked if he
could write to her. Her response ditiraise his hopes very much, as she answérgadiess
you cand

His first letter almost beat her home, Bt kept it almost two weeks before answering
it. His was much more prompt in response, and again, she waited about two weeks bef
answering him.

His third letter asked if he could go to her home to visit over the 4th ofahdythere
was no time for &ér to wait two weeks. If she wanted him to come, she must respond
immediately, and her weloge was most hearty.

When his friends asked him where he was going for vacation, he respi@tiedim
going to the coast to see the Woads

After this visit, lettes were more frequent, and when he visited in her hosszand
time, they became engaged.

By thistime, he was employed with the Central California Conferesfc@eventhday
Adventistsas ColporteurLeader. They set a date for their wedding, and on img tsit
to thefiWood® they were married in her patsdhome on March 4, 1925, a memorable
dayd thesame day Presdent Cooldge took his seat in the White House.

Mable continued her training in nursingfihe Sad and had one more year to finish.
Aaronmade a trip up tdthe Sad t o p i c $o that ghe tbald dttend the wedding.
He drove a pickup becaukela had a piano that she wantadvedto their little hame in
Oakland after the wedding.

They also picked up Davidom his place in théay areaand drove on térroyo
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Grande, to théWoods on the coagtfor a simple but lovely wedding.

Aaron and Lela made their home in Oakland for six months, where he enjoyed his work.
But they both wanted something more, and at the endeétbix months,thaye c ei v e d
call from the General Conferenoé Seventhday Adventist®to go into mission service,
not in China as they had hoped, but to the Iafenerican Division, with the first
appointment in PananvehereAaron continued hisolporteureadership.

Lelaworked as secretary for the President of the Panama Conference, so kegpatousy
Aarons days at home werrost limited. Most of the time he spent out in the figidjng
on the back of an ox, delivering books to the people hungry for the gospel.

Evenwhen he returned home for a few days, he spent most of his time making out his
reports in the office, catching up on back work, and then he would load up eitheraithe ox
an oxcart drawn by an ox, and leave again with sawiporteur He would be away ém
home and the office for from one to six weeks at a time.

On one of hetonelierdays, Lela figured up the days he was home that first year and
came to a grand total of about six weeks. Quite a life for a bride of less than algrear,
in a foreign coatry.

Electrical stoms were frequent, and Lela had never been through anything like one of
those tropical storms in her lif€hey so terrified her that, because she had heard that if a
person is on feathers the electricity wouddrurt them, she put twgillows together in the
middle of the bed and just huddled there until the storm passed.

Mission life in those days meant really roughing it, and they did their share, but neither
complained, as they had willingly given their lives to do as the Lorchksad,and even in
adversity they could see the Lécdand guiding them along the way.

%8 As with Central California Conference, the shortened form of General Cordehascbeen
changed to General Conference of Sevalaty Adventists for those who are unfamiliar with
the church.

Page|98

C



No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter22 Tragic Accident

Chapter 22Tragic Accident

Mable gaduatedrom nursés training at the end of that school year. Her deaniofr | s 0
prediction came truie shewas a natural at nursingnd while sheenjoyed her traing,
she enjoyed nursing even mevieen she finished school and move&sexramentowhere
she worked for a short time before returning to Chowchilla. Once home again, she worked
for a local doctor.

While working for this doctor in Chowclia, Mable lived at home. She enjoyed her
work, worked fairly regular hours, and felt that she was making her contribution to the
world.

Joseph and Dorothy lived on the farm next to the home spread, Alma and August not
too far away, and she enjoyed beirepnthe family agaif® Aima and August now had
threegirls, adding Leeta and Thelma to Della, and Mable enjoyed spending time with the
little girls. She also could get her hands into a bit of farm work again, gardening, which she
really enjoyed, and lifeoloked good to her.

Maude wrote that they had a little girl, Ivanette, and she and Jake wsdasionally
But life in the mountains proved to be a difficult one for them, and while she wibhkire
changed it for anything, adjustments had to be m&dgewhile the miles that separated
them didrit seem very great, distance can only be measured by length between visits, and
it appeared much greater than it actually measuredileg.

Oscar enjoyed having Joseph as close by as he lived, and they worthet@ggreat
deal, doing field work. Oscar also had a few acres of vineyard, andfallitradit planted
to a covercrop of barley.

In thespring,he pastured the cattle on the barley before the new leaves began to grow
on the grape vines. After thattle finished the barley, it was March and time toiget
the vineyard to begin working it for the next season. Earlier in the winter thgyrinaed
and tied the vines up.

9 See Maps in Appendix A for relative locations of homes.
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To be able to get the equipment into the vineyard, they must first take igmteeput
there to contain the cattle. Oscar and Joseph had taken the wire down and rolled it up in
several rolls, and then they pulled the fence posts and put thepilenta be picked up
later with the wagon.

They hitched the horses to the wagon andtwe&o the vineyard to pick up the roth$
wire and fence posts. Neither of them thought to take gloves, and the barbed gvire du
painfully into their hands.

Time ran short, but they di@nwant to stop until they had everything cleaned up, so
they drovethe team and wagon into the yard about 20 minutes late for starting evening
chores. Callingiwhoao to the beam, they stopped besidefitaee they planned to unload
the wire and posts.

Joseph saidiPapa, if you want to throw off those post, lun to the shop and get a
pair of gloves so that | can better handle the wire.

Even as he spoke, he started off on a run. The team was skittish, and he had tolbe carefu
not to frighten them, as he starfied the shop about one hundred feet away.

Just before heeached the shop he heard a strange sound, and turning, discovered that
his father had fallen from the wagon and lay in a very precarious position.

He knewinstinctively that something very terrible had happened to his father, or he
would have moved or std to his feet, so he turned back toward the wagon. Again, he
must be especially careful not to frighten the horses, because Oscar lay right in front of one
of the wheels

He reached his side and tried to straighten him out, but as he did so, he hemrgea st
noise, a terrible noise, and one that he never forgot the rest of his lifatlt#is began to
turn black almosimmediately He tried to sayfiCold watero

Joseph tried to get him to breathe, but he knew when he straightened him out that his
neck fad broken. As he worked with him, his color seemed some better. He @amalin
for help, as the entire family had gone to visit some neighbors.

After what seemed like an eternity, a neighbor, Mr. Forgey, drove in with his buggy,
and Joseph asked him to gp Bancrofts and ask Mr. Bancroft to drivettovn for the
doctor, and this he did as speedily as his horses would take him.

When Josie Dorothy, and Mable returned home, Joseph was still working over his
father
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desperately trying to get some sign frdim that he still lived. Mable took over
immediately and as she worked over her fathiememberedeeing Mrs. Bancroft, in the
Bancrofts 1914Model iTO, pas them on the way to town, driving lickesplit. She
remembered wondering why she could be ichsa hurry, never dreaming that she would
find out all toosoon.

Mable knew immediately thahere was no hope, yet she algorked on desperately,
hoping that some kind of miracle could be worked and their father would be restored to
them. How could the &rd allow him togo now? Her father, head elder, first in Oberlin,
Kansas, gan in Escondido, and now for twelve longars in ChowchillaHer father,
somehow the symbol of everything good and solid to the family.

Yet, in spite of her prayers, and the y®es of the others gathered around watching
helplessly, she found no response in this man she loved so dearly, and when the doctor
arrived, he immediately pronounced him dead and helped them move him into the house.

Of course, all the routine things hadlie done and in due time the coroner arrived.
After he and Mr. Powell examined the body, they called Joseph aside and asked if a verdict
of broken neck would satisfy the family. Remembering the sickening sound when he
moved hidather, Joseph quickly agméo their decision.

Word went out to each of the family members. Albert, Lois, and their two children,
June and Gerald, were close enough to return home for the services. David, of course,
came, and Joseph and Dorothy, as well as Alma and August andjitteiwho lived
nearby

Mablewasacomfortto her mother, still living with her at the time, but Maéi#octor
refused her permission to make the trip, as she was about to give birth to her second child,
and Aaron and Lela could only weep together nviney heard the news many weekigr
the funeral

After the services, the presiding minister, Elder Shaw, and the one in charge of the
Chowchilla church at the time, told JosefiNpow that your father is gone, you will have
to take over being elder indplaced

In spite of his feelings ofinadequacy Joseph shouldered this responsibility and
continued as either head elder or one of the associate elders for a period of fifty years,
making Elder Sha@ suggestion a reality.

Life for Josie changed conepdly, as life does in this kiohof situation. David
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lived at home with her now, and Mable, also, for a time. Yet, she leaned ever more heavily
onJoseph, and he accepted more and more of the responsibility of operating the ranch.

She continued working in hgard, raising tasty and nourishing gardens and beautiful
flowers. Yes, life went on, as it always does, but it could never again be the sdmae for

Mable found better employment in Merced, about seventeen miles to the north, and
decidedo take the jobwhich meat that she would need to move teMed. This work in
a hospitashe found more challenging, and she enjoyed her work. there

While working in Merced, she met a young maino decided that he wanted her for
hiswife. As they became acquainted, sliecovered that he hadew habits that she could
never approve of, and when she realized that he was seriously interested in her, she let him
know from the beginning that while he might be a friend, she could never marry him as
long as he chose not taap his bad habits and become a Sevelatyh Adventist. This he
pondered for a while, but finally decided if that was what made her such a sweet, lovely
lady, maybe he had just better look into it for himself. Chester Lee Webb knew what he
wanted, anene & a time, Mable could see changes coming into his life that encouraged
her.
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Chapter 23Life Goes On

When Aaron received the news of his fathateath, there was no way that he could go
to his mothets side. The second year he and Lela were in Panama he was etecttar$
Treasurer of the Panama Conference. This gave him more time at home, but daen so,
put in long, long hours, often returning to the office after his evening meal to clear off his
desk for the following day.

A few montls after he settled into higw job,their first child, Marvin, was bormbout
a year after Maude and Jake had Merlin. Josie was beginning to count her grandchildren
and the number was increasiagnost monthly it seeedfor a while, because Joseph and
Dorothy had announced thethiof their first, Gailjust thirty minutes beforthe year 1926
saidgoodbye

After Norman was born to Aaron and Lela in 1928, they were sent home on a furlough.
Feelings were mixed for them. Happiness at being home again, yet mingled with sadness
becawse they had not yet accustomed themselves to seeing Josie without Oscar at her side.

While they were on furlough, the Larsons had a family reunion, and what fond
memories they shared over more of the good Chowchilla watermelons, sweet corn, and
other garde goodies.

By this time, Lee Webb had renounced his old life, had been buried in baptishe and
and Mable had marrigkdn t he Lar son home ©hirthdayi®They 3 0,
continued living in Merced, but they were able to desie and the restf the family
occasionally.

Albert and Lois continued with their activities in St. Helena, where he was now the
assistant hospital administrator and dearly loved by all who knew him, not only for his
business abilities, but his caring for others and theads, yet his sense of hunabways
so near the surface. Josie took pride in showing them her garden and ghdroumties
with them.

They, in turn, told her of their work up &he Sa, and she always asked about dear
old Elder Loughborough. Everrgie she had heard him speak at the Los Angedasp
Meeting

0 Information about the location and date of the marriage was added in editing.
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theirfirst meeting, he had held a soft spot in her heart.

One story that greatly interested her concerned him and his interest in trees and
landscaping. On one of his trips to Australia, hettsgosome eucalyptus trees that he
thought would look well on the Sanitarium property. When he returnéthéoSan, he
took some small specimens of these trees and planted them on the campus, tenderly caring
for them until they began to take hold andvgrato splendid specimens.

After several years of good growtfithe Sai needed to expand their facilities. Some
of these trees needed removing in order to ma&emfor the new buildings.

Elder Loughborough went out on th& floor balcony and watchedétoperation with
quite a little interest, and a great deal of regret. Tears rolled down his weatten
cheeks as he watched his beloved trees come toppling down, trees that had taken years
reach their stature, killed in a moment

Lois joined Albert in reminiscing, as she remembered waiting on Elder
Loughborougls table in the dining room dithe Sarp For a yeaor more, he always sat
at her table, and she knew without asking just what his evening meal would be because he
always orderedrape juice gg nog.

As he becaméeebler more and more frequently someone would have to take a tray up
to his room, until he was unable to leave his room even occasionally for ideagthteous
man in Israel, that is for certainJosie thought, as she heard s&oiethis pioneer of the
message, especially in the interpretation of Daniel and the book of Revelation.

All good things come to an end, and when Aat@hg, and their small boys returned
after their furlough, they wereent to Spanish Honduras, where éarserved as the
President of the Spanish Honduras Mission, and alSeastaryTreasurer. The workload
wassometimes overwhelming, but he courageously spent long hours, taking care of all the
administrative details.

Lela contracted typhoid fever whilbare and dropped in weight from 140 pounds to
90 in about six weeks. ThHater-AmericaDivision advised them to return to the States so
that she couldet better food and build herself back up before returninggsion service.
Honduras was in such a &abf turmoil andevolution with the men out fighting instead
of growing cropsthat food became very scarce.
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In addition to her physical condition, sometimes the battle would be raging close to the
capital where she and the boys were, and Aaron woelsdparated from them on the other
side of the battle. There was no way they could keep in touch. Whéattledrew too
close for comfort, Lela and the boys would find refuge in the chtibaptistery which
was below floor level, to escajpleying bulldgs. With the two boys, 5 and 4 her hands
were full enouglwithout either the fever or constant worry of battle.

They had lived there only a short time, so they had few friends. One day Aaron heard
of a threatenediege Questioninghe source, he wasltbthat probably that night it waad
become a reality and it could be months beforgmore food could be brought into the
city.

He hurried home, quickly greetégla and the boys, and rushed down the trail to the
closestmarket place. Yes, they still i@aome food, and he bought two 1pBund bags of
rice, found a carrier, who had two men help lift the sacks of rice to a carrier losdas

They stumbled up the trail togeth&aron leading thevay for this heawtaden carrier
told him to just dump t bags on the floor, and they both hurried back into the village

The carrier was most tired, yet agreedt@ywith Aaron and carry any other items he
could purchase. But when he went to the market place, the rice was all sold out.

In a corner of the wahouse, Aaron spotted some sacks of corn. He knew it to be a poor
variety, but it would provide food, if things became as bad as predicted, so he asked about
the corn and was told that he could buy some of that

Again, he paid for two 10Pound sacks, agaithe tired carrier was loaded with both
sacks, anégainthey stumbled up the trail, aboutof a mile, to the house. The carrie
agreed to make oneare trip with him to the village, and again they started out ama
knowing that their time was runrgrout.

Back at the market place, he found that all the shelves were bare, every sack of corn
had sold, that there was nothileft to buy, so he thanked the carrier, paid him well, and
walked the trail home, wondering how the Lord would provide for thethencoming
weeks omperhaps months ahead.

Their home was on the same lot as the church, and it hadj#tffoot high twofeet
thick adobevall around the entire propert#aron soon found how the Lord would provide
for them.

“"Thewor ds, Adown in theo were omitted in editi.i
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Thefirst evening of thesegea man called at the gate of the compound. When Aaron
responded, he saw a man leading a goat that he wished to sell. Aaron first told him that
they didrit have any use for a goat and no feed to keep it, but the man persistadr@md
felt that perhap he should buy this goat. The price was 8i§.00, but he paid the man
who went happily on his way.

The following morning when Aaron went out to loathis goat, he found not only one
goat, but also two kids she had given birth to during the night. they could have milk
The big problem of how to feed her was solved when Aaron cut a hole in the adobe wall
just large enough to push her through after restraining the kids.

She foraged all day long, eating wigaassand weedshe could fingd? and whershe
returned in theevening, he helped her back through the hole, where he let the kids nurse,
then milkedthe balance for his own bays

For sixty-two days,this siegecontinued, and somehow the Lord stretched out the rice
and corn, supplemented by the kniland aside from Lefa poor health making no
improvement, the family survived.

When the kids were old enough, they were sold, and then &deonily used all the
milk, enough for cereal in the morning for all and extra for the boys for other meals, as
well.

After the siegeended, Aaron and Lela agreed with the Mission that the only way for
Lela toregain her health was to take the recommendations of the Mission doctor and return
to the States

During the ten months that they were getting tfiBirand R, the United States went
into depression. Instead of sending them back, the denomination was having to bring
workers hone due to insufficient funds to keep them in their fields of labor.

When no call came for the they went bek on a seHsupporting basisThey spoke
Spanish fluently by now, and working among the Spasgtaking people was in their
blood. For a year and a half they served the Lord, earning their own way and doing
whatever thegould to further his work.

During thistime, they received worthat David had marrie@ple Rice(born Ople Ann
Peters}®, the daughter afne of the Chowchilla Church families. They rejoiced when they
read this letter, tellingbout the little wedding, and that David was making plans to settle
down in Chowchilla.

He had become a bit of a wanderer, working from one job to another. Now it hardly
seeme@ossible

?The words, fAshe could findo were added in ed
3 Birth name added for clarity. Her father, William H A Peters and mother, born Anna Mosley,
had divorced and her mother remarried Acie Rice.
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that the youngest brother had decided to settle down on twenty acresGhadehilla
area and try farming on his own.

Meanwhile, Josielearned that Albert haldeen advanced to administrator of Elena
Sanitarium This was a real honor, although certainly not undeserved. He had puVin 14
years of faithful service fdithe San, and his %% years as administrator went quickly and
successfully. In fact, St. Ha Sararium was home to #m, and it was with certain
misgivings that they receivedcall from the administration at Paradise Valley Sanitarium.

They weighed everything in the balances. St. Helena was on a sound financial basis,
Paradise/alley neededn administrator who could make a valiant effort to get it on its
feet financially, and after prayerfully considering the request, they agreedke the
move.

One thing that bothered them was a promise they had made to Alma and August. They
had managetb get Della through the Academy, but when it cdanecollege, they didd
see how they could afford with the other two girls ichurchschool, too.

It had all seemedo simple at the time. Why not have Della live in with therfitaé
Sarv? She could mbably even find work there, and they knew they could find aujde
the hill to Pacific Union College for her each day, as many livéthatSan and attended
the college.

When Alma and August arrived at their home with Della and all her belongings, the
movewas still so new that they ha@imad time to let them know. They were away from
home wherthe Hemmes arrived, and when they drovéars felt so badly that she just
sat in thke car and cried, partly for therand partly because it had been a ditfidecision
to make.

However, Albert and Lois were able to make the initial arrangements, Della entered
Pacific Union Collegand was able to remain in school there.

As they usually managed to do, Albert and Lois made a stop in Chowchilla on their
way through to their new post of duty, which was much farther south in California than
fithe Sad was to the north. As many of the family as could gathered againmacid fun
and goodellowshipping followed. In fact, Albert had never forgotten how much he loved
farming and wanted to expose Gerald to it as frequently as possible, taking him to the field
whenhe went with Joseph, and introducing him to the kind of life he had once lived and
still loved.
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They found that Paradis€alley Sanitarium needed some changeade, and as
judiciously as possibly, Albert proceeded to accomplish these goastuallythe amount
in the red diminished, a building program got underway, was paid for, and at the end of ten
years, when Albert received yet another call, he rejdicesge everything in the black

They added yet another member to their family while in Paradise Vallé@94lhthey
learned of a baby that needed mothering, and Lois missed having a tiny baby in the home,
so the adopted Ays, and the entire family todker into their hearts, loving her frotine
start.

Each time they returned to Chowchilla, they found moreraace changes had been
made. Joseph and Dorothgchsix children by nowAlma had a fourth, a boy, Earl, and
Mable and Lee haa girl and three boyJ he tines that Maude and Jake were able to join
the family, they took their seven, and Josie almost lost count, as children seemed to be
everywhere abnce.

On one of their infrequent visits, Maude had her youngest boy in the house with her.
He became scestless that she suggested that he go outside to play. He agreed, went out
the front door and they heard no more from him for some.tHe finally walked in the
back door and announcedd,cand find outdoorsb

He was looking for the mountains that thiamily loved so much, with tall pine arfid
treesand gurgling streams. None of those things were in this yard, so lieatdaciate it
with his kind of outdoors

Mable and Lee had moved to a farm in the Chowchilla area, where they both worked
to makethe soil produce. Their four children early learned the value of hard labor, too, and
their farm flourished.

David andOple had one daughter, Louise, and after finding that farming was not what
he excelled in doing, David had moved his little family utalley.

When Josieentertained her grandchildren, she often wished that Oscar could have
enjoyed them, too. As she counted them, she thoiigbty blessed | ah27 grandchildren
born to my seven children. Two of them working for the denomination fdcdhd;, and
others working for Him each in his or her own way in their home church. How very blessed
| am!d And she would thank the Lord for a family such as hers.

Albert was still eager for Gerald get his hands into the soil, and on one visit he

" Originaltex said Acountedo and has been replaced

Page|108



No Sacrifice Too Great Chapter23 Life Goes On

found bseph harrowing with a team of horses. Albert felt certain that surely Gerald could
do that. Joseph hardly knew what to say. He knew that Gerald had never handled horses
before but after Gerald watched fovehile, he saidfil can do that all righd.

Jos@h agreed to let him try it, and went on the first round with him. Gerald seemed to
know what to do, and Joseph felt that perhaps he would be able to handle them alone, so
he let Gerald take the team alone on the next round.

Albert stood with Joseph andsited as they watched Gerald guide the horses tathe
end of the field, then started turning them around. From that moment on, it was total
disaster. He pulled tihein too close, they turned into the harrow, and turned the harrow
up-sidedown on top othemselves. Quite naturally, they ran away. Geta@ u | beégind t
to keep up with them, although he made an effort to do so.

The horse® were so frightened that they ran until they got to a fericaxbrner and
didnd@ see any way out, sihey just stoppednd waited fodoseph to ame after them. Poor
Gerald while they dididt scold, his twelveyearold dignity was badly injured.

The horses were none the worse for their ordeal, even though one was a young one
Joseph was just breaking in, t@ag it with its mother.

“Original text said, fATheyo rather than fAThe
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Chapter 24Tragedy Strikes Again

One and ondnalf years after Aaron arcela had returned to Central America on a-self
supporting basis, Aaron was called to Columbia, in South America, agaiesident and
SecretaryTreasurefor the Conference headquagat Barranquilla.

Again, they found food to be scarce and poor. They raised some papayas and ate rice
and beans. The weather did very little to lift their spirits, either, as the humalieythem
the feeling of being suffocated.

From Columbia, they wemmoved to Caracas, Venezuela. Here the fruit and vegetable
market offered a much greater variety. Also, this was a much larger conference, so they
asked Aaron to b&ecretaryTreasurer only. This was still more than a-tuthe job, but
he handled it in lsi usual capable way.

Josie still lived in the family home. Wwas aonely life, but still there were aspects of it
that she loved. The home was less than one mile from her church, and each Sabbath
morning her solitary figure could be seen making its datexd way to the church for
morning services. And never was shellate

Sometimes she would walk home, and sometimes if the heat was too much for her, she
accepted a ride. But while she never learned to drive, she always preferred her
independence wheneveogsible.

She knew that David ar@plehad been having problems, but it came as a terrible shock
to her when she headd their separation. And hardly had she become accustomed to this,
when she learned of his sudden and tragic death. David, her youngksiheaone for
whomher heart had gone out so often in prayer, was gone forever, and it was a very difficult
thing for her to accept.

After discussing arrangements with Joseph, August, and Lee, she agreed for the three
of them to go to Gridley and bringshbody bak for burial in the family plowith his
father.

Another terrible shock for Aaron and Lela, because again it was weeks before they
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heard of this second death in the family. Mail didyo very quickly in those days.

After D a v i’°diéath, Josie cae to the decision that she had better sell the farm.
Joseph had expressed interest in buying it when she was ready to sell, and they came to
terms, reserving a small lot for her to build a home and live as long as she chose.

She built a tiny home, largeneugh for herself to be comfortable, but not extravagant.
A small kitchen, living room, and bedroom, with a tiny bath was adequate foiebds
and when she moved into it, she felt at peace withvtiréd.

The question arose about renting the original @cohimey couldé consider just anyone
off the street. About thatme, a new pastor moved to Chowchilla and needed a place to
rent, so Joseph offered to let him rent the family home, and all were delightedrdbhad
for a small garden, was close to batie church and school, and seemed all they could
desire, and for many years the old Larson family home became known as the church
parsonage

After Josie had lived in her small home for some time, she walked to church one
Sabbath morning, as uspand sain her regular placbeside Mable and Lee. Everything
appeared to be as usual, until she felt rather dizzy and excused herself, saying @sMable
she left,fil feel sick and am going out.

She had no way of knowing that anything was seriously wrongt Wwasitotally unlike
anything she had ever done in all her years of church attendance, and Mable felt
apprehensive and shortly followed her out.

When thereseemedo be no improvement, Mable and Lee took her home, but the
dizziness persistedVhenthey caosulted a doctor, he diagnosed her problem as having a
bloodclotin the brain and it made everything looksidedown to her. He felt that if she
stayedquietly in bed for a while, she would recover, but somehow that recovery came very
slowly. In fact, bseph, Mable, and Ala were afraid for her to live alone, and Mafede
oldest,lvanette needed a place to stay to attend thé diade.

When they found that she would lélling to live in and keep an eye on her
grandmothers well as attend the dffadeschool, it appeared to be the perfect solution,
and Josiegreed that lvanette move in with her and kaepye on things, helping her as
neededand attend the Junior Academgarby

By the end of that school year, still there was very little change\iatte and

®“Original text said, fAAfter his death. o
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Lee talked with the rest of the family, who agreed that if she could be persuadetbto go
Paradise Valley Sanitarium, Albert would be able to see that she received the vefy best
medical help available.

Persuading her was not easy, and ttle downevenmore difficult for her. When she
left her little home, she saidldl never see my home again.

They tried to laugh it off, telling her that she would soon be home again and as well as
before her long months of iliness.

Lee and Mable stayed help get her settled in Baradise Valley Sanitariufiand
when they were ready to return to Chowchilla, she told them to give this message to the
others thergfiTell them that | got here in good shape and tératdll righto

The doctors went, one bye, to see her and try to make an accurate diagnosis of her
problem. Tests were made, and finally they decided that she needed surgery. They had
found another blood clot lodged in the intestine, leaving a large portion of it gaogren

The doctors removed large section of the intestine, and when Mable and Alma drove
down to be with her following the surgery, she had some things she wanted to say.

filove lived a long, full life. | just want to diedh of no value to anyone like this.

They tried to reassa her, telling her that she was talking nonsense. The ddotdrs
them she was making an excellent recovery, and they all felt that she would salbn be
right again. On the basis of that judgment, Mable and Alma drove back home, confident
that she wouldbe with them on their next trip.

One evening, soon after their visit, while the doctor was on rounds, he visited with
Josie. She told him of plaske was making. She would travel again, she would go back
and see some of her relatives still living, anddprits seemed excellent.

Before he left her room, he asked h@¥jother, how would you like to go home
tomorrow? How does that sound to you?

Home, of course, for the time being, would be Aleehome, and she appeared most
pleased. She went to sleegcure in the knowledge that on tmerrow she would be
leaving the hospitaSometime towards morning.tiaird blood clot struck her in the lung
and she didd evenwaken from her sleep. That day she did leave the hospital, bamnéer

““Original text said fithe Sano here, but this
to avoid confusion with the St. Helena Sanitarium.
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not as she aanyone else expected.

Again, sad messages were sent out, shocking, as all had expected the next news to be
so much better. She, also, was laid to rest in the family plot in the Arbor Ctiaetery
in Madera to await the call of the litgiver.
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Chapter 25Their Good.ives After Them

Joseph continued farming the old home place, although by now all of the apricot trees
had been replaced with pasture alidifa. He also replacethe grapesvith some pasture,
but alsoa family orchard, putting in a large variety of pees,apricots, pluns, apples,
pears, prunes, persimmons, oranges, grapefruit, and tang@meise other side of the
house hehad many varieties ofgrapes, perhaps goingeyond the twentytwo he
remembered as a boy in Escondiduoen Oscar did the sameydacertainly reflecting bit
of Heaven on earth. In addition to all these fruits, he had more than enough todaezs
his family of six childrenand put up some fowinter use.He even remembedethe
Escondido days and put in an olive tree, and manyoaith puckered as they tasted their
first olive firight off the treé, as he chuckled.

Aaron and his family returned for furlough again, amde agairas manyaspossible
of the Larson family turned out to visit with them. A portion of their stay was daseph
and his family At the timeJoseplwasraising approximately 30 orphan lambs on the bottle.
Marvin and Norman had such fun helping feed the lambs, and aftelethetyvo of the
lambs were named for thénMarvin and Norman. Joseph asked which wasch and
had to explain that Normawvas a bogs name, while the lamb was a girl lamb. This posed
no greatproblem as the children respondddl,hen wdll just have to call her Norma.

Furloughs have a way of passing veryoily, and soon the Aaron Larséemily were
off to yet another field of labor. THater-AmericaDivision had asked Aaron to head the
publishing work in Canal Zon&o, he found himself maager of the Canal Zone Pacific
Press Publishing Association, and at a time of great difficultdesld War Il was raging,
and shipments were uncertain. At dimee, they prayed most earnestly that the Lemauild
intervene. They weron the very last stack of paper, and it appeared that there would be
no more indefinitelyYet, miraculously, just whethey hadalmostgiven up all hpe, a
shipment of paper arriveghd enabled them to continue printing Go@ord.

8 Many small changes were made to paragraphs in this chapter to improve flow. This included
joining some orphan sentences to paragraphs and rearranging phrases in sentences.
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While Aaron and Lela and their boys served in the Canal Zone, Albert suffered a serious

sun stroke. Still at Paradise Valley $tanum, he son returned to work thinking that he

had fully recovereavhen he received a call to work at the Flor&knitariumin Orlando.

He and Lois accepted. Gerald and June had both completed their schGelialyl as a
doctor, a general practitioner, and Junea asgistered nurse, so they felt no obligation
either of themand Arlys was still young enough to make the adjustn@mtAaron and

Lela along with Arlysand Junemovedto Orlando They enjoyed the work there. Aside
from being excessively hot and huhat certain times of the year, the climate was ideal.

The Sanitarium flourished undéra r ocapalde administrationdis sense of humor
never abated, and while at Orlando he enjoyed a playful pranlongtbf the secretaries.
He encouragetier to fly for the first time, themproceeded to calier officeposing as an
airport official with almost hourly repas on poor weather, giving her alternatives in the
event ofproblemswhile flying. When he had talkederinto parachuting down over the
city in preferenceto flying to a point as far beyond her destination as she started from in
Orlando, she came into hiffice to get his reaction to her conversations withfigporo
as she had been doiafier each new repottiowever, this time he couldrkeepa straight
face, and she finally learned that\was at the bottom of all the weather reports, etc. She
felt a great deal better about tep after he confessed all.

When the Central American Union chose their next president, Aaron,\orlLAarson,
wastheir first choice. Welrounded in his experiences, it seemed fitting Brasidentof
the Union would be his last appointment in thission field. Fromcolporteurto Union
President, he andela completed their 28 years of mission service in 1956

Conditions at home and Lefa growing concern for her aging father brought them to
the realizatiorthat they could also serve their Lord in the United States, and with regrets,
they saidtheir goodbyes to a field where they left a goodly portion of theirrtseand
lives, and returned to California, where they took adre e | fatibesin Arroyo Grande
for some time.

Albert continued at the Florida Starium, and he enjoyed his work. Each institution
has it
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own challenges and rewards. However, before lieviarked very long in Florida, he
begannoticing ahealth problem thatad never before presentiéself. Not one to worry
unduly, he continued his work, but his family became concerned and finally persuaded him
to seek medical advice.

After testswere runand all the data in, the recommendations were to move to a coole
climate. The almost constant heat and Highidity at times of the year that made Florida
a vacation spot for many caused the return of problemsght about by the sun stroke
suffered b#ore he left Paradise Valley, and after a brief five years of service Bldhéda
Santarium he agreed that a change was imperative.

Receiving a call to the New England 8arium, he didrit hesitate to accept, and they
made thanove, leaving their Junkehind. She had married one of the staff doctors while
they livedin Orlando Arlys made the move with them, but Gerald had settled in lowa in
his ownmedical pratice, and letters home sounded full of happiness and promise of better
things to come

The vsits to Clowchilla were farther between no®omehowwhile it was 8l home,
with Josiegone, there waghquite the pull that there had been while shelstéld in her
little home.

On one of his visits, he was astonished to learn that Joseph hdthveensomeather
shaking and most expensive problems with his milk cows. Several years befatatehe
of California had begun mandatory testing of all cattle for tuberculosis. Cirgshgéme
around he lost most of his Iking herdalthough he hefersthatwere pastured a few miles
from the home placeverefine when they were teste@his hurt him badlyfinancially,
although the cows were mostly sold for mea he didd@ completely lose all he had in
them

One of the older cows didnreact to tle test, so they let him keep her, and as heifers
were moved into the main pasture and freshened, he began to build up higdieriivhen
the statetestersreturned andigaintested, Joseph felt fairly secure in #r®wledgethat
his herdwould be fne tis time. H was mistaken! @ceagain, almost every on# the
milking herdreacted to the test, and again he was forced to sell them, and again most of
themwent to the slaughter house for meat. Strangely enough, the oldestitadid not
react to
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thetest, as she remained the core of his dwindling herd.

Again, the heifers outo pasture were tested, and all were healthy. When their
freshening time came close, they were moved to the home place, and as they freshened, his
milk cans became more plentifadjain. Things were I&ing better for him, until thetate
sent thaesterout a third time to test the cattle. For the third time, almosf élle milking
herdreacted to the test, and again, all had to be sold at a fraction of their value as milk
cows most of them going again to the slaughter house.

This time, however, there was a change in the routine. The older cow, always appearing
freefrom disease, reacted so strongly that they sent her to what was then knive as
tanko, meaning that no portioof he meat could be sdl

Joseph didd believe that she could be that bad. After all, she &adacted to the test
the other times, so he decided to follow the truck as it hauled her away. Sure enough, they
took her to theitanko, and he followed tha as they tested her carcasbey found it
compktely filled with tuberculosis.

When Joseph asked why she hadeacted to the other tests, they told him that
occasionally they found one that was so bad that shé dehct, but remained in the herd
andinfected all the other cattle. They called hécarriero

Apparently,this must have been the case with her, because after he got rid of her, all
the tests werelear, with no further trouble withuberculosisn his herd

As he told Albert about it, heentioned that after seeing what the butcher ingwkd
with most of his cattle known to haweberculosishe and Dorothy had decided that the
time had come for them to discontinue eating meangkind.

After a good vacation, visiting with as many the relatives as possible, and taking in
some scenery going and coming, Albert, Lois, antysAreturned to the New England
Santarium. But Hinsdale needed a good man and after five years at the New England
Saritarium, Hinsdale, lllinois, calledA. C. Larsom, as he was known, to help them out in
a difficult time. Again, they made the move, realizing that probably it would be Isis la
position as administratoMost men retire when they reach 65! He had but a few years to
go, and movingis no fun, so hehoped they couldtay at Hinsdale until time for his
retirement.

While Aaron and Lela had retired fromission service, they continued in the Lard
work. For a while they stayed on in Arroyo Grande, caring for Gsedging father, but
when he fatherremaried, Aaron was called to Central California Confereosfc8eventh
day Adventistas Director of the
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Association thereAs he traveled around Centi@alifornia’®, he kept his eyes open for a
good place to retirsomalay, a place where either there wasya$i church or none at all,
where theycould still continue furthering theause

He took Lela with him sometimes, and they found just what they were looking for in
Maripos. Driving distance to Chowhilla, yet up out of the valleyrhey were able ténd
a small acreage there and start the wheels in motion for buying it.

In the processhe learned a rather startling fact. As he looked over the records in the
County Clerks Office one day, he discovered that all properties owned by Sedaynth
Adventists wee labeled as such. He could find no other notations concerning other
denominations, and when he asked as to the reasons, the answers were rather vague. He
left with feeling of unrest, thinking about the time of the end, and wondered how many
other countyoffices also had all properties owned Bgventhday Adventistanarked so
that they could be sought onhen the time of trouble arrived.

Aaron cgably served Central Californ@onference in this capacity, building up their
department, increasing a greaany wills and trust agreements in the four years that he
served there, and finally decided that the time for retirement had.co

He and Lela built a lovely honan their property in Mariposa. It hadt$ of room for
a garden witltone big problemif the rabbits didid@ get it first, the gophers made a try for
it, and what was left the deer always managed to do a pretty thorough job of eating. Fences
helped keep out the deer, scarews discouraged the hungry birds, traps solved part of
the gopher probleméut they tried many things before they finally managed to keep most
of the rabbits awayith much effort, they finally were able to have fruit trees, grapes,
and lovelygardens, living almost in Gé@sl outof-doors.

Both were most active in the little atcth there, and their efforts were much appreciated.
Souls were won by their studies, and the work in Mariposa flourished becausardhe
blessed the efforts that they and others put into His work.

When retirement time rolled around for Joseph, he dec¢iggde wanted no part of it.
Dorothyé health had been deteriorating for some time. What begareae® developed
into a heart condition aggravated by atherosclerosis, and for many years Séférad
from bouts with arthritis and gout.

®The word fACaliiheditingi ado was added
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One day whle alone at home, Dorothy suffered a massive heart attack. Shefoalled
help by telephone and the family rushed her to the hospital, but all the modern nafacles
medical science couldnsave her, and she passed to her rest the day before ther 57
birthday.

At first the loss seemed unbearable. All the family had married, exceptigguhgest,
Maxine, and she was her final year of Academy. Friends encouraged Josepdk&a
real vacatiorandget awayfrom it all. He scoffed at them. Vacation? Hadhgone on his
share.

Each year he had taken one entire week with the family as they grew up. Then, as they
grew older, he and Dorothy hgdne with Alma and August to Florida in 1949. Two years
later, when Aaron and Lela were home on furlough, Aaron waiatget away from the
heat of the tropical Americas, and he and Lela had persuaded Joseph and Dorothy to pull
their trailer and travel with them to Alaska.

Neverwould Joseph forget those roamtsthe fine time they hadspecially nevewas
he allowed toforget the bitter taste oflandeliongreens, cooked at his and Aat®n
insistence, by their wives. They insisted that the problem was thdatitelionsvere a
bit older than they appeared, but never had theydaeahelioneaves of such proportions

But friends now felt he should join an Adventist group and go to Hawaii, and finally he
agreed. Somehow, without Dorothy, the trip didneet his expectationk fact, it turned
into a terrible disappointment for him, and he returned home disillusioned alhat
would soon by the 30State.

Aaronts boys completed their education mainland schools. Marvin married a
daughter of missionary friends in Central Amefi¢and they returned for a time, as second
generation missionaries. Norman, in his way, datéid his life to working for a medical
institution, the White Memorial Hospital, although he could have made better money
elsewhere, and spent most of his life working in their laboratory there.

Almads girls all grew up and somehow managed to finish gelleach finding a place
for herself in the work. Earl chose to live closer home and in other areas.

Mables childrenwere all going to school, and the strain on their pocket book visibly
showedBut they made the sacrifice to get as much education asneaded to do what
they feltwas best.

80 The words, fias he waso were removed in editd.i
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Maudéds young people were no longer as young, and with seven of them, the burden of
Christian education fell heavier on their shoulders, but they struggled through it and their
family made them proud and happy theay had done so.

Joseph and Dorotlay six also went througlechurch schools. After all, there was no
thought of their ever doing anything else. Each was allowed to decide what he or she
wanted to do with their life, and Joseph could now feel pride as héhsawmature into
fine workers.

Albert began to feel that perhaps he should consider retirement. His servicesievere
that the institution didéh encourage him in that direction, but after serving nine years at
Hinsdale, he felt that he had the hospitala sound financial basis, and thatas time for
a younger man to take over the operation.

In their travels, he and Lois had also been looking for just the right place to retire and
they felt that North Carolina would be the ideal place for them. gtilhéved in Florida,
Gerald had settled in lowa, and Arlys, now also married, hadedaround a bit but
currently lived inOregon so there was no place they could be near all of their scattered
family.

In 1963,they made the move todddersonville, Ndh Carolina. Bit with 42 years in
hospital work, mostly in the administrative field, and being Mebwn in the
denomination for his work and most dearly respected and loved, the Adventist Hospital
Association asked if he would continue serving on theard as executive secretary on a
parttime basisyorking out of his home.

He agreed, and for twelve years more worked in this capacity, traveling to many of the
institutions, counseling with the leadeasdadvising then. It made him feel good to keep
in touch with the work he had devoted his entire lifetilgerving

Maudeand Jakecontinued in the Placervil€amino area until it seemed wisest for
them to slow down a bit too, and they made several moves before finally settling back in
Cleveland, Geajia, near thie doctor son, Myropand his family.

Alma, also, found that her healtlecessitatetier retiringfrom active management of
their farm. August had fought a good fight with cancer and had won many years added to
his life, and when she lost hirshe carried on alone for some time, with the loélgarl,
leasing out the farm land, now much larger than the original twenty acres of
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virgin soil. Even after her retirement, she lived on the home place, welcoming the relatives
when they came for visitend alwag having a home for her family tosit when they
returnedfor short times.

When she discovered that she also had cancer, the most dreaded black melanoma, she
refused to give up, encouragée: use of relatively new and powerful drugs and retirn
to her home for many additid years, before finally giving in to the urging of her family
to retirecompletelyand leave the farming worries to those youngerrande capable of
handling them.

Meanwhile, Aaron and Lela found that while retirement hadoys, they missed
working with the Spaniskpeaking people of Central America. Thgyenttheir sem
retirement winters vacationing in Mexico, where they visited churches they had known in
their infancy strengthening the believers, dying with othes, and doing what they could
to speed thepreading of Godl ¥/ord there.

In their spare time, they spent many hours working on theastment prect, that of
collecting shells and cleaning thermadh spring when they returned to theited States,
theytook the shells to places that gave them good prices for their number one shells. What
better way of vacationing than working fine Lordand enjoying every minute of it?

On one of these trips, Aarondamn to experience some health problénad concerned
them both, and as they drove toward home in their motor home, they stopped for extensive
testing at the White Memorial Hospital, staying with Norman and fariihe verdict
struck terror to their hearts, yet they continued smiling, trusting ihdhe ard knowing
that His will would be done. The doctors told him that he agphaticleukemia butthat
if he readjusted his living habits and took certain kinds of therapyneetications, he
could live for quite soméme, although at a slower pace.

After some extensive treatments, Laladlydrove their motdrome on up through the
state of California, stopping by Chowchilla for a visit with those living there, before driving
on up to Oregon, where théyed at that time. Aaron rested on the bed nodghetrip.

Leukemia plays games, it seems, giving the appearance of great improbefozat
returning with a vengeancand the realization comes back that it is a deadly opponent,
one not to give upasily.
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Aaron continued treatments in Oregon, and at ome tthe doctors gavieim a very
short time to live. Theyrdered rubber suits to prevent fluid accumulation, and let him
leave the hospital, where he had been for some time. Adi@y ar so in one of those suyits
he decided that he would rathdie soone than suffer longer. Aaroasked for special
prayer and anointing, and took the suit off declaring that he would never put it on again.

Following the prayer and anointing, nothing sudden or flashy followed, but gradually
he improved. When he visited theador the next time, the doctor showed great surprise at
the improvement in his condition, admitting that there was no need to wear the hated suit
if he continued as he was.

Aaron never claimed that the Lord healed him, only that He saw fit to prolofitehis
and this proved to be the cabore trips were made to Mexico, encouraging the believers
there. True, his activities were slowed down, but he still felt that he lived a productive life.

When he realized that the recession was over, plans wereyalme@der way for a grand
celebrati on offweddihngdayasoniethingehe \eviesl nobt® miss. However,
by the time of the celebration, there was no doubt that he had little time left.

Even so, no one would ever have realized from his smilehappiness for the day
that he had but six weeks left to InBack in Chowchilla, among friends and relatives, he
chose to spend his remaining ddg#ting the one nurse take care of him who knew and
loved him so well, his own sistétable, who had burietlee not too long before.

Oneatatime,ab f Os car an dretied and arélsaving the Wwotk toeheir
families. Albert and Lois celebrated their5®edding anniversariyn 1971, as did Maude
and Jaken 1973 Each family hasoneormorewwor ng acti vely in the
serving in their home churches, and somiarawayplaces.

On the resurrection morning, what a joyous awakening it will be for Oscar and Josie!
When they learn that their sacrifices were certainly more than wanite, when they learn
of the valuable work done for the Lord by their children because of their having the
foresight to move their brood to a place where they could get a Christian education, even
though it meant leaving both of their families beldn@h, what a day that will be!
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Chapter 26 Addendurmwith Family Group Sheets

All of the remaining children of Oscar and Josie have been taken byidehth 38
years since Gail Larson Walker wrote this baoid only11 of their 27 grandchildren
remain Belowisabrieflis i ng of Oscar and Josieds eight

Oscar and Josie had an unnamed son who died during birth on January 1, 1911 in San
Diego County, California. This child is rarely if ever talked about, but Mable Larson told
family that whilethep hy si ci an was delivering the chil
California death records confirm that they had a child who was born on January 1, 1911.

David was theseconchild to die at the age of 30. His death date was officially recorded
as Octder 3, 1938 in Butte County, Califorraithough the exact date of death is unknown
After David was reported as missing family went in search of DavidLsed Webb
discoverechim dead in his cart was estimated that he had been d&ddast a couple of
dayswhen found Davi dés wife Ople remarried and
County, California at the age of 79, As o0
Oregon with her husband atltkir one son

Aaron was thehird of the children taie, losing the battle on May 3, 1975 at the age
of 75. His wife Lela lived on until July 9, 1991 when she died in Oroville, California at the
age of 87. Their older son Marvin died a year later in Boring, Oregon on September 21,
1992 at the age of 6Bdar v i wifé and four children are still living as of this writing.
Aaron and Lelads younger son Norman died i
at the age of 89\ o r mamfedamd three of his four children are still alive as of this
writing.

Maudedied on May 14, 1983 in Cleveland, Georgidhe age of 7Z.8Her husband Jake
followed her in deatlour years later in College Place, Washington. Their son Myron died
on March 1, 2012 in Cleveland, Georgia at the age of 82 and their daughter Ivarmktte die
in 2015 at the age of 90. Their remaining five children are still alive as of this writing.

Joseplremarried in 1959 to Mildred (Serns) Bird. Joseph died on August 17, 1990 in
St. Helena, California at the age of 881999 his daughters Nancy (April 2&nd Maxine
(October 5) both dieffom complications associated wikhultiple Sclerosis. His oldest
child and author of this book, Gail, died in Lakeside, Oregon on August 27, 2008 at the
age of 81 years. She died four days after her husband of 62 ly@ars/Valker.J o s e p h 6 s
younger son Rollo died on December 23, 2014 and his older son Joseph on April 16, 2017.
As of this writing one daughter is still living.

Albert died in Hendersonville, North Carolina January 28, 1991 at the age of 92. His
wife of 69 years followed him in death on October 16, 1993 in Oregon. Son Gerald died
on December 16, 1992 in Elk Horn, lowa at the age of 69 and daughter June died in Orange
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County, Florida on June 2, 1993 at the age of 68. As of this writing one daughtdr is stil
living.

Almaled the longestlif@e f Oscar and Josieds children,

living with her two eldest daughtens Carmichael, California oMarch 21, 1994Her

oldest daughter Della died on March 22, 2007 in Carmichael, Caéfatrthe age of 91.

Her second daughter Leeta died on April 4, 2010 in Meadow Vista, California at the age
of 90.A | maednaining two children are still living as of this writing.

Mable was the final child of Oscar and Josie to die. Her husband Leerdisdgost
1, 1971 in ChowchillaCaliforniaand in 1974 she was remarried to George McMilfes.
the result of an automobile accide@eorge preceded Mable in death August 28, 1983.
Mable died on December 16, 1995 in Fremont, California at the age bie94ldest son
Jack died on April 10, 1990 in Los Banos, California at the age of 58. Her remaining three
children are still living at the time of this writing.

It has now beei23 yearsinceOscar and Josie were married dhdrehave beerat
least 232descendants of Oscar and Josie Larsbrigast202 of which are still living.
Below are family group sheets for Oscar and Josie along with each of their children.

Johan Oscar Larson and Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund

Name: Johan fiJohno Oscar Larson

Birth: Dec 1, 1860 Agnetorp Parish, Skaraborgs County, Sweden, Scandinavia

Death: Mar 18, 1926 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA

Burial: Arbor Vitae Cemetery, 1301 Roberts Avenue, Madera, Madera County,
CA, USA

Father: Carl Johan Larson (1823:1895)

Mother: Johanna Gustava Jonssofi18271908)

Marriage: Apr 1, 1894 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Spouse: Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund

Birth: Apr 21, 1877 Bringetofta Parish, Jonkdping County, Smaland Province, Sweden,
Scandinavia

Death: Jul 23, 1942 Paradise Valley Sanitarium, National City, San Diego County, CA, USA

Burial: Jul 26, 1942 Arbor Vitae Gmetery, 1301 Roberts Avenue, Madera, Madera County,
CA, USA

Father: Anders Malcolm Per Gustafsson Hoaglunq18441907)

Mother: Clara Christina Jonasdotter (18521922)

Children

1F: Alma Maria Larson

Birth: Jul 2, 1895 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Death: Mar 21, 1994 Carmichael, Sacramento County, CA, USA

Spouse: Walter August Hemme

Marriage: Nov 26, 1914 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA

2 M: Joseph Emanuel Larson

Birth: Jan 2, 1897 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA
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Death: Aug 17, 1990 St. Helena, Napa County, CA, USA
Spouse: Dorothy Ruth Allen

Marriage: May 30, 1922 Fairmead, Madera County, CA, USA
Spouse: Mildred Helen Serns

Marriage: Jun 7, 1959 Calaveras County, CA, USA

3 M: Albert Carl Larson

Birth: Jun 24, 1898 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Death: Jan 28, 1991 Hendersonville, Henderson CounC, USA
Spouse: Lois Anabel Rice

Marriage: Nov 21, 1921 Napa, Napa County, CA, USA

4 M: Aaron Victor Larson

Birth: Oct 9, 1899 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Death: May 3, 1975 Chowchilla, Madera CountyzA, USA
Spouse: Lela Marian Wood

Marriage: Mar 4, 1925 Arroyo Grande, San Luis Obispo County, CA, USA
5F: Mable Elizabeth Larson

Birth: Dec 12, 1901 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Death: Dec 16, 1995 Fremont, Alameda County, CA, USA
Spouse: Chester Lee Webb

Marriage: Jul 30, 1930 Josephine Larson's House, Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Widowed: Aug 1, 1971

Spouse: George Lewis McMillen

Marriage: Nov 17, 1974 Chowchilla SDA Church, Chowchilla, Made@ounty, CA, USA
Widowed: Aug 28, 1983

6 F: Maude Christina Larson

Birth: Jun 1, 1904 CA, USA

Death: May 14, 1983 Cleveland, White County, GA, USA
Spouse: Alvin Jacob Eberhardt

Marriage: Sep 12, 1923 Chowailla, Madera County, CA, USA

7 M: David Herman Larson

Birth: Jan 10, 1908 Escondido, San Diego County, CA, USA
Death: Oct 3, 1938 Butte County, CA, USA

Spouse: Ople Anna Peters

Marriage: Apr 1930

8 M: UnnamedChild Larson (Stillborn)

Birth: Jan 1, 1911 San Diego County, CA, USA

Death: Jan 1, 1911 San Diego County, CA, USA

Alma Maria Larson

Name: Walter August Hemme

Birth: Apr 12, 1893 Chicago, Cook County, IL, USA

Death: May 8, 1951 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA

Burial: May 11, 1951 Plainsburg Cemetery, 8943 E Gillette Rd, Le Grand, Merced County,
CA, USA

Education: High School

Father: August Charles Hemme (1851-:1934)
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Mother: Emma Jane Moeller(18631948)

Marriage: Nov 26, 1914 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA

Spouse: Alma Maria Larson

Birth: Jul 2, B95 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Death: Mar 21, 1994 Carmichael, Sacramento County, CA, USA

Burial: Plainsburg Cemetery, 8943 E Gillette Rd, Le Grand, Merced County,
CA, USA

Education: High School

Father: Johan AJohno (1B60&9%REG) Lar son

Mother: Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund18771942)

Children

11F: Della Violeta Hemme

Birth: Dec 22, 1915 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA

Death: Mar 22, 2007 Carmichael, Sacramento County, CA, USA

Spouse: Frederico Eric Habenicht

Marriage: May 22, 1943 Front yard of Hemme House, Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA

12 F: Leeta Evelyn Hemme

Birth: Apr 24,1919 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA

Death: Apr 4, 2010 Meadow Vista, Placer County, CA, USA

Never married:

13 F: (Living)

Spouse: Willis Elzie Cushman

Spouse: (Living)

14 M: (Living)

Spouse: Linda Kay Holley

Joseph Emanuel Larson

Name: Joseph Emanuel Larson

Birth: Jan 2, 1897 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Death: Aug 17, 1990 St. Helena, Napa CountCA, USA

Burial: Aug 21, 1990 Chowchilla Cemetery, Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Father: Johan fiJohno (B80E%REG) Lar son

Mother: Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund1877%1942)

Other spouses: Mildred Helen Serns

Marriage: May 30, 1922 Fairmea, Madera County, CA, USA

Spouse: Dorothy Ruth Allen

Birth: Apr 19, 1900 Calistoga, Napa County, CA, USA

Death: Apr 18, 1957 Chowchilla, Madera County, GAJSA

Burial: Chowchilla Cemetery, Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Father: Albert Warren Allen (18471926)

Mother: Margaret Elizabeth Davis (18561920)
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Children

21F: Gail Gwendolyn Larson

Birth: Dec 31, 1926 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Death: Aug 27, 2008 Lakeside, Coos County, OR, USA
Spouse: Irwin Daniel Walker

Marriage: Apr 21, 1946 Madera County, CA, USA

22 M: Donald Joseph Larson

Birth: Mar 27, 1929 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Death: Apr 16, 2017

Spouse: Marjorie Edith Wilson

Marriage: Nov 27, 1952 Merced, Merced County, CA, USA
23 F: Nancy Jean Larson

Birth: Jul 3, 1930 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Death: Apr 29, 1999 Bakersfield, Kern County, CA, USA
Spouse: Alvin David Buller

24 M: Rollo Albert Larson

Birth: Jan 29, 1932 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Death: Dec 23, 2014

Spouse: (Living)

25F: (Living)

Spouse: Paul A Asgeirsson

Spouse: (Living)

Spouse: John Edwin Kettenring

26 F: Maxine Dorothy Larson

Birth: Nov 17, 1938 Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Death: Oct 5, 1999 Europe (likely France)

Spouse: (Living)

Albert Carl Larson

Name: Albert Carl Larson

Birth: Jun24, 1898 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Death: Jan 28, 1991 Hendersonville, Henderson County, NC, USA

Burial: Shepherd Memorial Park, Mountain Home, Henderson County, NC,
USA

Education: Lodi Academy

Father: Johan AJohno (1B60&9%REG) Lar son

Mother: Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund18771942)

Marriage: Nov 21, 1921 Napa, Napa County, CA, USA

Spouse: Lois Anabel Rice

Birth: Apr 25, 1901 CO, USA

Death: Oct 16, 1993 Multhomah County, OR, USA

Burial: Shepherd Memorial Park, Mountain Home, Henderson County, NC,
USA
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Father: Charles Edwin Rice(18741931)

Mother: June E Sufficool(18731949)

Children

31 M: Dr. Gerald E Larson

Birth: Mar 9, 1923 Napa County, CA, USA

Death: Dec 16, 1992 Salem Lutheran Homes, Elk Horn, Shelby County, IA, USA
Spouse: Jeanette M Larsen

Marriage: Jul 1, 1946

32 F: Annella June Larson

Birth: Jul 4, 1924 Napa County, CA, USA

Death: Jun 2, 1993 Orange County, FL, USA

Spouse: Dr. Leroy Merwin Sutter

Marriage: Mar 17, 1948 Orlando, Orange County, FL, USA
33 F: (Living)

Spouse: (Living)

Aaron Victor Larson

Name: Aaron Victor Larson

Birth: Oct 9, 1899 Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Death: May 3, 1975 Chowchilla, Madera County, CAJSA

Burial: Chowchilla Cemetery, Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Education: BA Theology from Pacific Union College

Father: Johan fiJohno (B80E%REG) Lar son

Mother: Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund1877%1942)

Marriage: Mar 4, 1925 Arroyo Grande, San Luis Obispo County, CA, USA
Spouse: Lela Marian Wood

Birth: Sep 28, 1903 Chester, Thayer County, NE, USA

Death: Jul 9, 1991 Oroville, Butte Count, CA, USA

Burial: Chowchilla Cemetery, Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
Father: Francis Marion Wood (18631960)

Mother: Edith Ellen Brassfield (18681936)

Children

41 M: Marvin Victor Larson

Birth: Mar 18, 1927 Colon Hospital, Ancon, Panama, Central America
Death: Sep 21, 1992 Boring, Clackamas County, OR, USA

Spouse: (Living)

42 M: Norman Lee Larson

Birth: Aug 19, 1928 Ancon, Canal Zone, Panama, Central America
Death: Mar 2, 2014

Spouse: (Living)
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Springfield, Robertson County, TN, USA

Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA

Plainsburg Cemetery, 8943 E Gillette Rd, Le Grand, Merced County,
CA, USA

John Smith Webb(18631932)
Frances "Fannie" Belle Davees(18751935)

Josephine Larson's House, Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA

Oberlin, Decatur County, KS, USA

Fremont, Alameda County, CA, USA

Plainsburg Cemetery, 8943 E Gillette Rd, Le Grand, Merced County,
CA, USA

i J o harson (18604926) L

Name: Chester Lee Webb
Birth: Jul 30, 1900

Death: Aug 1, 1971

Burial: Aug 4, 1971

Education: 6 years of school in Canada
Father:

Mother:

Marriage: Jul 30, 1930

Widowed: Aug 1, 1971

Spouse: Mable Elizabeth Larson
Birth: Dec 12, 1901

Death: Dec 16, 1995

Burial: Dec 23, 1995
Education: Registered Nurse
Father: Johan

Mother:

Other spouses:

Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund18771942)
George Lewis McMillen

Mercy Hospital, Merced, Merced County, CA, USA
Los Banos, Merced County, CA, USA

Children

51 M: Jack Eugene Webb
Birth: Jan 11, 1932
Death: Apr 10, 1990
Spouse: (Living)

Spouse: (Living)

52 F: (Living)

Spouse: (Living)

53 M: (Living)

Spouse: Sadie Nadine Thornton
54 M: (Living)

Spouse: (Living)

Maude Christina Larson

Wells County, ND, USA
College Place, Walla Walla County, WA, USA
Mount Hope Cemetery, College Place, Walla Walla County, WA, USA

Adam James Eberhardt Jr(18681953)

Name: Alvin Jacob Eberhardt
Birth: Nov 26, 1895

Death: Apr 24, 1987

Burial:

Father:

Mother: Julia Werner (18781905)
Marriage: Sep 12, 1923

Chowchilla, Madera County, CA, USA
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Spouse: Maude Christina Larson

Birth: Jun 1, 1904 CA, USA

Death: May 14, 1983 Cleveland, WhiteCounty, GA, USA
Burial: Mountain View Memorial Gardens, Cleveland, White County, GA, USA
Father: Johan AJohno (1B60&9%REG) Lar son
Mother: Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund18771942)
Children

6.1F: Ivanette Geraldine Eberhardt

Birth: Dec 20, 1924 Madera County, CA, USA

Death: 2015

Spouse: Laurence Richard Silveira

Marriage: abt 1942

Divorce:

6.2 M: (Living)

Spouse: (Living)

6.3 M: Dr. Myron Oscar Eberhardt

Birth: Nov 12, 1929 Mountain View, Santa Clara County, CA, USA
Death: Mar 1, 2012 Cleveland, White County, GA, USA
Spouse: (Living)

Spouse: (Living)

64 F: (Living)

Spouse: (Living)

Spouse: Chester Milton Davis

65 F: (Living)

Spouse: Dominic Rocco Mussatto

6.6 M: (Living)

Spouse: Darlene Joy Hancock

Spouse: (Living)

6.7 M: (Living)

David Herman Larson

Name: David Herman Larson

Birth: Jan 10, 108 Escondido, San Diego County, CA, USA

Death: Oct 3, 1938 Butte County, CA, USA

Burial: Oct 6, 1938 Arbor Vitae Cemetery, 1301 Roberts Avenue, Madera, Madera County,
CA, USA

Father: Johan AJohno (1B60&9%REG) Lar son

Mother: Matilda Josefina GustafssorHoaglund (18771942)

Marriage: Apr 1930

Spouse: Ople Anna Peters
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Birth: Jan 25, 1909 Hamby, Jones County, TX, USA
Death: Mar 18, 1988 Tehama County, CAJSA
Burial: Sunset Hill Cemetery, Corning, Tehama County, CA, USA
Father: William H A Peters
Mother: Anna Mosley (18831948)
Other spouses: John Rodney Rush
Ira Daniel Sill
Children
71F: (Living)
Spouse: (Living)

Unnamed Child Larson

Name: UnnamedChild Larson

Birth: Jan 1, 1911 San Diego County, CA, USA
Death: Jan 1, 1911 San Diego County, CA, USA
Father: Johan fiJohno (B804%REG) Lar son
Mother: Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund1877%1942)
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Appendix AViaps

Appendix A- 2: Significant locations for Matilda Josefina Gustafsson Hoaglund Larson.
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e T B i R
Appendix A- 3: Johan Oscar Larson lived first in Stackarp, Agnetorp Parish and then in Myrebo, Fagelas Parish.

The map includes J6nkdping for referemdgth the childhood homes of his wife Matilda Josefina Gustafsson
Hoaglund Larson.
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Appendix A-4: Matil da Josefina Gustafssonds first home was
Bjallebo Wirestorp, Vrigstad Fish by the age of 4 and to LAngserum Morregard, Svenarum Parish by the time she
was 8. The map includes Jonkdping for reference with the boyhood home of her husband Johan Oscar Larson.
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Appendix A- 6: Kansashomes for John Oscar Larson and Matilda Josephine Gustafsson Hoaglund Larson.
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Appendix A- 7: Significant bcations for Joh®scar and Josie Larson in California. The pin near San Diego is
Paradise Valleanitariumwhere Josie died. The pin in Madera is Arbor Vitae Cemetery where John Oscar, Josie,
and son David Larson are buried.
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Chowchilla, Madera County, CA

Larson Residences

°J O Larson Home
Alma Hemme Home

9 Joseph Larson Home
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~l‘:la~p data ©2017 Google, Imagery

©2017 DigitalGlobe, Landsat / Copernicus, USDA Farm Service Agency

Appendix A- 8: Locations in vicinity of ChowchillaThe John Oscar Larson and Joseph Larson tsosneon

adjacent properties on Avenue B@tween Road 13 (the road the SDA Church is located on) and Ro&ldel4

Alma Hemme bmeis on Robertson Boulevard amivenue 19/%. Lee and Mable Webb lived at the site of the
Second SDA School for a time before purchashegNalle Webb home on Avenue 19 near Road 9.
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Appendix B’hotographs

S N

Appendix B- 1: Author of the book, Gail Larson Walker with her mothar@thy Allen Larson.
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Appendix B- 2: Carl and Johann@ustavaLarson.
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Appendix B- 3: Malcolm and Clara Hoaglund.
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Appendix B- 4: AndrewMalcolm Hoaglund Fartity Portrait, 1894
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Appendix B- 5: Oscar and Josie Larson.
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Appendix B- 6: Josie (Gustafsson) Hoaglund Larson.
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Appendix B- 7: The house in Escondido.
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Appendix B- 8: The Escondido Seventtay Adventist Churclaround 1965. The woman at the door of the church is Mable
Larson Webb who saitthis portion ofthe church wagistthe same as when she was a child.
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Appendix B- 10: Chowchilla Church Picnic.
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Appendix B- 11: 1916 Chowchilla School Picture. Maude (left) and Mable (right) in matchirigditasses.
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Appendix B- 12: Larson Family in Chowchilla from left to right: Mable, Joseph, David, Maude, Oscar, and Josie.
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AppendixB-13: Josi eds sister Hul dmandhérthssbaad Gust Ganspn fidro @sgdrandt d Car
Josiebs trip to HKml8alQas, l owa, and 11l 1linoi

Appendix B- 14: Albert Larson Familyabout 1940eft to right: Lois, June, Gerald, and Albert.
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Appendix B- 15: Joseph and Dorothy Larson
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Appendix B- 16: Children of Joseph and Dorothy Larsaimout 194Grom left to right: Phyllis, Rollo, Nancy,
Donald, and Gail holding Maxine.

Appendix B- 17: Alma Larson Hemme Family about 1924ft to right the children are Thelma, Leeta, and Della.
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Appendix B- 18: Aaron and Lela Larson with Marvin (standing) and Norrabaut 1930

Appendix B- 19: Mable Larson Webb Family Portrait, 1944: Verda and Jack Webb standing in back, Lynn Webb in
center, Fred Webb sitting on Lee Webbds
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